MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor
6801 Delmar Blvd.
University City, Missouri 63130
May 11, 2015
6:30 p.m.
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City Hall, on Monday, May 11, 2015, Mayor Shelley Welsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

B. ROLL CALL 

 In addition to the Mayor the following members of Council were present:





Councilmember Rod Jennings






Councilmember Paulette Carr 






Councilmember Stephen Kraft  






Councilmember Terry Crow






Councilmember Michael Glickert                                               







Councilmember Arthur Sharpe, Jr.


Also in attendance was Lehman Walker, City Manager. 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

City Manager Lehman Walker requested that the agenda be amended to remove the scheduled Closed Session until a Study Session on the topic could be conducted.  


Voice vote to approve the agenda as amended carried unanimously.

D. PROCLAMATIONS
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. April 27, 2015 City Council Regular Session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Sharpe, seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
F. APPOINTMENTS 
1. Daniel Savory was nominated for reappointment to the Civil Service Board by Councilmember Glickert, was seconded by Councilmember Sharpe and the motion carried unanimously.
2. Wilmetta Toliver-Diallo was nominated for appointment to the Arts and Letters Commission by Mayor Welsch, replacing Susan Stang, was seconded by Councilmember Carr and the motion carried unanimously.
G. SWEARING IN 
1. Ryan Patterson was sworn in to the University City Loop Special Business District Advisory Commission in the City Clerk's office.
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
Jan Adams, 7150 Cambridge Avenue, University City, MO
Ms. Adams questioned statements made by Councilmember Carr as to making verbal request to staff and consultants only in public, but Ms. Adams provided excerpts from Council meeting audio recordings to the contrary.

     Ms. Adams noted statements by Councilmember Carr on being ignored and denied by staff, when in fact her requests were noted but declined.

     Ms. Adams also challenged Councilmember Carr’s statement that the bond election lost by 69 percent of University City voters, but in reality only 20 percent of residents voted.  Ms. Adams’ Fact and Check statement can be found at the end of these minutes.
Rick Salamon, 8342 Delcrest, University City, MO
Mr. Salamon expressed his thoughts about the following comments made at the April 27th Council Meeting.
· Councilmember Carr's claim that she received no response from the City Manager regarding her request for a Study Session
· Councilmember Carr's constant statements regarding the lack of respect from her colleagues

· Councilmembers Carr and Crow's assertion that Council and staff's actions prohibit them from adequately representing their constituents
Mr. Salamon stated that almost every agenda contains an item for discussion generated by Councilmembers Carr and Crow.  Yet according to Robert's Rules a majority of Council could remove these items if they so desired but they had not done so.  He stated that it also seems somewhat hypocritical to state that you are unable to represent your constituents when his request for a meeting with Councilmember Crow, made in late March, has been ignored.   
Kathy Straatmann, 6855 Plymouth Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Straatmann thanked Councilmembers Carr and Crow for taking the spin out of the Mayor's expensive campaign to pass the bond issues.  She spoke of her neighbors who were poor who have live in Councilmember Jennings' and Councilmember Sharpe's ward for years and cannot afford any new taxes.  
     Ms. Straatmann noted U City is one of the highest taxed municipalities in St. Louis County with permits, inspection, licenses and fines also increasing.  She said this current administration and its elected officials should find funds in the City's heavily- taxed budget.  Ms. Straatmann asked that a copy of her comments be attached to the minutes.  
Raheem Adegboye, 7629 Canton Avenue, University City, MO

Mr. Adegboye stated that there always seems to be a lot of poison coming out of the mouths of some members of Council.  To sit in the audience every meeting and watch a City employee being grilled like this Council meeting is a congressional investigation is disrespectful.   He stated that his statements represent the sentiments of many educated and responsible citizens who do not want to see their city being run in this manner.  Mr. Adegboye suggested Council reach an agreement to work together in unity and peace for the progress of this City.   
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Zoning Text amendments pertaining to multi-family residential development regulations, site size for Planned Development Districts.  

Mayor Welsch opened the public hearing at 6:51 p.m. and hearing no request to speak the hearing was closed at 6:51 p.m.
2. University City 2016 proposed Draft Budget Hearing.
Mayor Welsch opened the public hearing at 6:51 p.m.
Citizen's Comments

Jan Adams, 7150 Cambridge Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Adams stated that her understanding is that a significant number of houses in the areas prone to flooding are owned by absentee landlords and taxpayers should not be asked to bail them out.  She then urged Council to repeal any and all ordinances or resolutions that specifically designate that monies be held in reserve for this purpose.  
     Ms. Adams noted that Councilmember Carr now claims that she is in favor of fixing the streets and suggests that this can be done by reducing discretionary spending.  Thereafter she requested a detailed accounting of the monies given to Fair U City.  Ms. Adams stated that she would challenge Council to distinguish how money spent on a fair is discretionary, but money spent for the Memorial Day Run, U City Jazz Festival or U City in Bloom is not.  The $60,000 noted by Councilmember Carr, that is spent on electricity for Heman Park allows citizens to utilize the park all year long, and was not installed exclusively for the fair.  Ms. Adams asked if the $60,000 was discretionary spending or was it for public safety.  Ms. Adams stated that she would characterize the funds being held in reserve for the potential buyout of flood victims as discretionary, but would suggest that these are the kinds of questions that Council should give consideration to prior to approving the budget.    

Leif Johnson, 846 Barkley Square, University City, MO

In 2014, the City spent $2,250,359 on curbs, sidewalks, alleys and street construction.  In 2015 the City spent $917,000, and the proposed 2016 budget has only allocated $823,300.  Mr. Johnson stated that these astonishing reductions will most negatively impact the ward with the most streets.
· How did Council, the Mayor and the City Manager propose to restore the street construction budget back to the City's Engineers' recommendation of $1,200,000 per yearly?
Frank Ollendorff, 8128 Cornell Court, University City, MO

Mr. Ollendorff was opposed to the bond issues for streets and park and wanted to offer his solution.  He asked Council to consider using $500,000 annually of the City's surplus to catch up on needed street repairs; to increase 2016 budget to 1.1 million dollars for street improvements; to lower the budget priority of drainage improvements for Ruth Park and digital message boards; and to review budgets for legislative, administration and community development.  
Council's Comments

Councilmember Kraft stated that U City streets are in poor condition, with a rating of 6 on a 10 point scale.  Therefore additional funds should be directed to street maintenance and the large backlog of non-ADA compliant intersections.  Over the last two years U City has spent five million dollars of its reserve funds for street upgrades and related costs, and while he does support the use of these funds for the purpose of improving the City's infrastructure, they are limited and will not last forever.  Councilmember Kraft stated that the budget needs to be permanently restructured in order to produce an ongoing source of funding for streets, curbs, intersections and sidewalks, and would suggest that Council look for 1 million dollars in the current budget to accomplish these repairs.  He stated that 1 million dollars of savings in a 26 million dollar budget is a real challenge, especially when you take into consideration that 60 percent of that budget goes towards public safety.  That meant that one million dollars in savings will have to come from the remaining 11 million dollars.  He stated that significant savings have already been achieved by a restructuring of the U City workforce from 309 employees in 2007 to 266 in this year's budget, so further savings will require difficult choices.  Councilmember Kraft stated that this is an opportunity for everyone to work together, so he would like to invite residents, staff and his colleagues to join him in a 1st Ward budget discussion on May 21st at 7 p.m. in the Board Room at McNair Administration.  

Hearing no more requests to speak Mayor Welsch closed the public hearing at 7:07 p.m.
J. CONSENT AGENDA 
K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
1. Approval to authorize the City Manager to sign contract accepting the quote for the conversion of the City Hall decorative fixtures to LED, funded by The Missouri Department of Economic Development’s Division of Energy – Energy Efficiency Loan Program at a cost of $43,368.72.  
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Carr and the motion carried unanimously.

2. Approval to grant authority to the City Manager to contract with M&M Golf Cars for 26 golf carts at a cost of $77,350.00.
Councilmember Sharpe moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.

3. Approval to award asphalt emulsion sealer project to Missouri Petroleum at a reduced contract amount to fit budget, in the amount of $43,160.00.
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Sharpe.

Councilmember Carr asked why this bid was higher than expected.  
Public Works and Parks Director Rich Wilson stated that the department re-estimated the cost using a different process than what was used in the past.  This is another method used for maintaining streets and staff presented an estimated cost.  They received only one bid with for doing the work at this new cost. This is a process the department wanted to try but do it at a reduced starting cost.
Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously.  

4. Approval to award the crack sealing project to Sweetens Concrete, in the amount of $31,494.00.
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Sharpe and the motion carried unanimously.

5. Approval of change order for the ultrathin bonded asphalt wearing surface to NB West Contracting in the amount of $31,450.00.
Councilmember Sharpe moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.

6. Approval to award the asphalt rejuvenation project to Corrective Asphalt Materials at a reduced contract amount to fit the budget, in the amount of $80,000.00.
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Glickert.

Councilmember Carr questioned why this bid was higher.
Mr. Wilson stated that when this same contract was presented last year the contractor provided the City with a unit price.  So the thinking of staff was that if the contract was expanded to include more streets perhaps the contractor would reduce his costs.  But unfortunately that was not the case and the contractor elected to maintain the same unit price. 

Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously.

7. Approval of a change order for sanitary sewer lateral repairs project to Labibco/Labib S. Wajih, in the amount of $74,920.00.
Councilmember Sharpe moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.

8. Approval to grant authority to the City Manager to sign the grant agreement to improve the recycling drop-off area for $45,000 and a City match of $37,567.  

Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Jennings.

Councilmember Carr asked if this item had been included in the budget.  Mr. Wilson stated that over the last couple of years it has been the City's policy to exclude any grants from the budget prior to their receipt.  He stated that the City had just received approval and subsequently this item is being submitted to Council for their review.  Councilmember Carr asked where the funding for this item would come from.  Mr. Wilson stated that it would either come out of the City's reserves or the Solid Waste reserves. 
Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously.

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS
M. NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTIONS
BILLS

     Introduced by Councilmember Jennings

1. BILL 9262 – An ordinance amending Chapter 400 of the Municipal Code of the City of University City, relating to zoning, by amending Sections 400.260; 400.280; 400.330; 400.340; 400.530; 400.590; 400.650; 400.770; 400.1120; 400.1130; and 400.1140; therefore, relating to multi-family residential development regulations, site size for planned development districts, and floor area regulations for commercial buildings; containing a savings clause and providing a penalty.  Bill 9262 was read for the first time.  
Citizen's Comments

Christine Mackey-Ross, 21 Princeton, University City, MO

Ms. Mackey-Ross stated that she is concerned that City Council is taking small, but steady steps to smooth the way for the overdevelopment of the Delmar/Harvard site and therefore would suggest that Bill 9262 be amended to ensure that the setback requirements for any high density housing that abuts single family residential neighborhoods and historic sites remain as they currently exist.

Don Fitz, 720 Harvard, University City, MO
Mr. Fitz concurred with the recommendation made by Ms. Mackey-Ross was concerned about having to look out his window and see a three to five story parking garage and 150 to 200 residents crammed into a very small space.  Mr. Fitz stated that such a development would not only destroy the entire character of the University Heights neighborhood, but it would set a precedent for the destruction of Civic Plaza, the old library, police station and firehouse.  

Councilmember Kraft asked Mayor Welsch whether Council should add their comments tonight or hold them until the next meeting.  Mayor Welsch asked Council to refrain from making comments until after the bill has been read for the second and third time. 
N. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)

Jen Stuhlman, 1499 Urbandale, Florissant, MO
Ms. Stuhlman stated that the current budget allows for 43 staffed fire personnel, which the City has yet to realize.  To date U City has nine unfilled positions, resulting in a tremendous amount of overtime.  Ms. Stuhlman stated that when the City's administration was approached about issues related to understaffing this is what she was greeted with, "While the City is committed to maintaining a staffing level of eleven, as stated in the Article of the recently signed CDA, as a result of the failure of the bond issues presented in April and loss of revenue due to property value decreasing, every department is carefully reviewing their budgets and potential cuts.  As a result, the City is reluctant to move forward with hiring for staffing of fifteen per crew, only then to be forced to reduce staff due to financial stresses."  Ms. Stuhlman that while she supports and appreciates the need for improvements in the City's infrastructure, she would ask Council to take the public safety of its employees and residents into consideration during their review of budgetary expenditures.

O. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed

Mayor Welsch read the appointments that were needed 
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions
3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force minutes
4. Other Discussions/Business
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Carr made the following requests:

· That City staff talk to business owners in the Loop to determine what problems they are having with respect to panhandlers and see if there is some way to address their problems.

· That she be provided with a response to her December 3rd request for an accounting of the City funds allocated to Fair U City
· That she be provided with an explanation for the $60,000 expenditure that had not been brought before Council as mandated.
· That she be provided with documentation illustrating that the $750,000 designated for flood mitigation has been committed as mandated.  

Councilmember Glickert stated that he, along with a number of his colleagues who participated in the Taste of U City on Thursday night and wished to recognize the Chamber of Commerce for its successful efforts.  He stated that this event attracted over 500 participants and exemplified the types of unity and relationships one of the speakers brought up this evening.  
Councilmember Crow stated that it was nice to see so many individuals in the audience tonight.  He then acknowledged his appreciation of the fact that the vast majority of his questions on outsourcing had been answered and asked that Councilmember Carr questions be answered.  

     To come back to one of the issues that was brought up by one of tonight's speakers, Councilmember Crow stated that any time you ask citizens for 25 million dollars, you are asking for a vote of their trust and confidence in what you are doing, and what you are going to do.  These bond issues lost in every precinct, so it would behoove this Council and staff to look at the credibility that they either have or don't have and come up with measures to enhance this position.  He stated that it is clear that the budget before Council was prepared based upon the passage of those bond issues and that it does not remotely parallel the concerns expressed over the condition of the City's infrastructure.  So over the next six weeks there is a need for Council to ensure that this budget reflects those priorities, without paving the streets on the back of public safety to our residents and employees
Mayor Welsch announced that U City had been awarded the Make a Difference Day Community Award, along with a $10,000 grant, one of only three cities in the country to receive this award.  Two staff members were officially honored in Washington, DC last week and the local celebration will be held on May 12th at 11:30 a.m. in Heman Park.  The grant will be donated to a local non-profit called SHED - Safe Homes for the Elderly and Disabled.  Lunch will be provided during this celebration and everyone is invited to attend.  

· Free health screenings will be held on Saturday, May 16th at the U City Public Library from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

· Kids to Park Day will be held on May 16th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Millar Park.
· The Green Center will continue its Pathways through Nature speaker's series on May 12th.  Reservations have closed, but anyone who is interested in attending is encouraged to contact the Green Center to see if space is available.  

· The U City Memorial Day is coming up on Memorial Day.  This supports four local non-profit organizations, including the U City Public Library.

· Fair U City will be held June 5th through the 7th at Heman Park.  This event is hosted by a local non-profit.  Proceeds will be used to establish funds for a University City Community Foundation.  Additional information can be found by visiting their website at www.fairucity.com
· The City Volunteer Corps general meeting will be held on June 1st at 6:30 p.m. at the Heman Park Community Center.

Mayor Welsch concluded by stating that no one is abdicating his or her fiduciary responsibility to the City, and pointed out the fact that the budget has allocated more than $650,000 for streets, which does not include consultants or staff.  So to say that the City has not made a good effort towards its streets was not correct, a fact she believes has been substantiated by the numerous authorizations made during tonight's meetings, as well as meetings in the past.
Mayor Welsch stated that Mr. Walker has advised Council, clearly, that he will honor resolutions of past Councils with respect proclamations related to funds being set aside for flood-related activities.  
Q. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Shelley Welsch adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m.

Joyce Pumm
City Clerk, MRCC/CMC
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