
National Night Out Against 
Crime Celebration & 
Back-to-School Rally

Mark your calendar for this 
great event from 5 to 8:30 p.m. 

on August 4. Get details at 
ucitymo.org.
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Contact Information:

Main Phone: 314.862.6767

ROARS: 314.505.8631 

www.ucitymo.org

Follow us:

@UniversityCity  

City of University City 

Community Resource Fair and  
Outdoor Yard Sale

Centennial Commons and the City of 
University City will host the annual 
Community Resource Fair and Outdoor 
Yard Sale on Saturday, Sept. 12 from  
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Heman Park 
Swimming Pool parking lot.

The event is free and open to the 
public. Community organizations and 
civic groups will host booths at the 
event to provide the opportunity to 
learn more about activities and 
involvement. Individuals and groups 
also will host their own yard sales at the 
event. Space rental is $25.

Past participants are given the 
opportunity to opt-in for another year 
before space is open to new 
participants. Beginning Aug. 1, 
remaining spaces will be available on a 
first come, first-served basis. In the 
event of inclement weather, the event 
will be cancelled.

New this year, the event will also offer 
free document shredding from 9 a.m. to 
noon. For more information about the 
event, please call Centennial Commons 
at 314.505.8625.
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It’s Not Too Late to Catch a Starlight Concert 
Series Show

This summer’s Starlight Concert 
Series isn’t over! There are plenty 
more performances you can attend. 
The Starlight Concert Series is a summer-
long lineup of outdoor concerts that are 
free and open to the public.

All concerts are held in Heman Park, 
at the Midland/Shaftesbury entrance, 
and begin at 6:30 p.m. Concerts typically 
take place on Mondays, but again this 
year, the Starlight Series will include a 
second Saturday date on July 18 from 
3 to 8 p.m. All you need is a lawn chair 
and you’ll be ready to enjoy the music!

The remaining dates for this year’s 
series are below:
 July 18 Saturday Jazz: 

U City Jazz Band, 
Rhoda G & Jazz Edge

 July 20 Inner City Blues
 July 27 Cheryl Brown
 Aug. 3 Tim Cunningham
 Aug. 10 Brian Owens

For more information about the 2015 
Starlight Concert Series, visit the Municipal 
Commission on Arts & Letters website at 
ucityartsandletters.org. Or, call Melcine 
Henderson at 314.863.6333 or Centennial 
Commons at 314.505.8625.
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Councilmember’s Corner 
From Mayor Shelley Welsch

It’s hard for most people 
living in a community like 
University City of 2015 to 
imagine what our community 
was like in the past – before all 
the concrete was laid, the 
buildings built, the electrical 
lines installed.

In the late 1800s, University 
City was a small farming 
community. The road we now 
know as Olive Boulevard was 
the main thoroughfare from the 
Missouri River to downtown St. 
Louis. Farms from all over the 

area used Olive, which at one time was a wooden 
road, to get their crops downtown to sell.

Olive is still a main thoroughfare, a not-so-pretty 
state highway that houses almost 300 businesses. 
This is an economic engine for our community. 
However, we know it can do even more for 
University City, and this administration has focused 
time and energy to ensure that we realize the full 
potential of this almost-four-mile road.

Since I became mayor of University City in  
April of 2010, we have focused on enhancing  
Olive Boulevard.

• We have hired a Manager of Economic 
Development. A big part of her job focuses on 
business attraction and retention along Olive;

• We have launched The Olive Link website, 
theolivelink.com, to let residents and the 
world know what’s happening along Olive. We 
have produced street banners to encourage a 
sense of place along Olive and developed 
brochures to provide the details of properties 
available along Olive;

• The city worked with the Chamber of 
Commerce to organize an Olive Business 
Group and to survey businesses along Olive. 
This group is now formalizing its plan for 
expansion of business opportunities;

• With the support of Olive business owners, we 
are upgrading the wattage of the street lights 
along Olive to give all visitors a better sense of 
comfort and safety;

• We are currently studying a “road diet” along 
Olive to determine how better to design the 
thoroughfare to be more pedestrian and 
bike-friendly; have sufficient parking for 
businesses; and be an attractive destination 
for people from around the region;

• The city has purchased properties along 
Olive to better control development efforts. 
A Request for Proposals for the lot at the 
northeast corner of Olive and North and 
South boulevards has been released.

• The city sold the building at 7700 Olive to a 
medical weight loss and physical therapy 
business, the owner of which invested $1.2 
million in the building;

• We are looking at options for the old “tea 
house” building on our lot at Olive and 
Midland, on the northwest corner. In August, 
we will install temporary large-scale 
sculptures in collaboration with Washington 
University’s Sam Fox School of Design.

• We’ve purchased four metal trash/recycling 
containers that will be placed on Olive.

• We have implemented a façade improvement 
program – U City provides grants up to 
$15,000 to help pay for upgrades to the 
building facades on properties located on 
Olive between McKnight Road and Midland 
Boulevard;

• The city has used Economic Development 
Retail Sales Tax (EDRST) funds to pay for an 
Olive Boulevard Marketing Strategy and is 
working with the Chamber to implement.

• The EDRST will also help fund a Makers 
Space on Olive, a center to support makers 
and artists.

• EDRST funds will also be used to implement 
a forgivable loan program that will be 
available for new local restaurants and retail 
businesses that open on Olive. Information 
will be released in August.

• We are researching opportunities to bring 
high-speed Internet access to businesses and 
visitors along Olive;

• We continue making streetscape 
enhancements, including hanging flower 
baskets, gardens and planters.

Since I first ran for city council in 2002, 
residents have told me they want “something” 
done on Olive. I’ve heard the same in each of my 
subsequent campaigns, and at many community 
gatherings. We are doing more than “something,” 
and we know we have more to do.

If you would like to receive my weekly University 
City Bulletin Board, my personal newsletter on 
what’s going on in City Hall and all over University 
City, please send your email address to me at 
mayor@ucitymo.org.

Mayor Shelley Welsch
314.505.8606

Low Interest Energy Loan  
Program Pays Off 

U City is taking advantage of a 
great opportunity to fulfill its 
commitment to the energy 
efficiency ordinance signed by 
the city council in April 2014. 
Recently, the Missouri 
Department of Energy awarded U 
City a low interest state loan of 
$509,900, to be used for energy 
efficient projects in city-owned 
buildings.

The city’s energy efficiency 
ordinance states that energy 
efficient and sustainable building 
techniques reduce fossil fuel use 
and can save the taxpayer money 
through investing in public 
buildings. Energy efficient 
techniques are to be incorporated 
into building improvements 
during major remodels and new 
construction, as long as the 
improvements can pay for 
themselves within a maximum 
15-year period.

The payback period for this loan 
is less than 8 years, and will be 
repaid using energy savings 
achieved directly from the 
improvements. After the loan is 
paid back, the city will earn a 
yearly savings of $65,000.

This loan program will improve 
the lighting, heating and cooling 
in public buildings. Anticipated 
projects include:

Centennial Commons: HVAC 
system, soccer area lighting, 
parking lot lighting, lobby/cardio 
area lighting and fluorescent 
lighting throughout the building 
and pool house

City Hall: HVAC system, Delmar/
Trinity roadway lighting, parking 
lot lighting and fluorescent 
lighting throughout the building 
and pool house

The anticipated completion date 
for these projects is October 2016.
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Labor Day 
Trash and 
Recycling 
Schedule 
There will be no trash 
or recycling collection 
on Monday, Sept. 7, in 
observance of Labor Day. 
Trash and recycling will 
resume on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

Monday routes will be 
collected on Tuesday, 9/8.

Tuesday routes will be 
collected on Wednesday, 9/9.

Wednesday routes will be 
collected on Thursday, 9/10.

Thursday routes will be 
collected on Friday, 9/11.

Friday routes will be 
collected on Saturday, 9/12.

A Look Back at University City
Paving Delmar is Nothing New!

The current work being done on 
Delmar Boulevard for the new 
roundabout is far from the first 
time that Delmar has been under 
construction. In the spring of 1910, 
mule teams were used to 
temporarily remove streetcar 
tracks that had been laid just a 
decade earlier in order to 
lay down the necessary 
crushed rock so that 
Delmar could be paved 
with creosote blocks.

Mayor Edward Gardner 
Lewis was preparing 

University City for the arrival of 
more than a thousand women 
who would attend the first 
Convention of the American 
Woman’s League in June and he 
wanted Delmar and the plaza 
around the Magazine Building 

(now City Hall) looking its 
best. This photograph 

shows the mule teams 
working on Delmar.

Story provided by the Historical 
Society of University City.

Photo from the University City Library archives
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Don’t Miss the U City in Bloom Garden Tour
“History and the Gardens” 

U City in Bloom invites you to its fourth biennial Garden 
Tour on Sunday, Sept. 20, from 1 to 5 p.m. The 2015 tour 
will include spacious private gardens, an extensive 
community garden and the Centennial Gardens around 
City Hall. The featured gardens brim with water features, 
stately trees, perennials and brilliant annual flowers. 
Some have fun sculptures tucked in the landscape or 
emphasize native plantings that attract butterflies and 
bees. Plant experts and how-to information will be 
available to encourage you to incorporate native plants 
into your own garden.

Bringing the past into the present, the tour will highlight 
the rich history of the oldest University City neighborhoods: 
University Heights I, II & III, Ames Place, Parkview and 
Parkview Gardens. For example, University Heights I was 
designed by city founder E. G. Lewis and the community 
garden sits within the boundaries of the early 20th century 
Delmar Gardens racetrack. Did you know that Eastgate 
and Westgate avenues were named for the east and west 
entrances to this long-gone amusement park?

The tour will finish in the ornate lobby of City Hall with a 
wine and cheese reception and silent auction. The 
Municipal Arts & Letters Photo Show will be on display 
and include the thirteen photos chosen for the 2017 U 
City Calendar, which is themed “A Garden for All Seasons” 
and will feature U City in Bloom gardens. For more 
information about entering the photo show contest, visit 
ucityinbloom.org or universitycityartsandletters.org. 
Garden Tour ticket information is available on the website 
or by calling 314.973.6062.

Funds raised will contribute to U City in Bloom’s ambitious 
long-term project to beautify the Olive Boulevard corridor 
from I-170 to Skinker Boulevard and to add new, high-
impact gardens at major entrances to our city.

University City Public Library Events
All events for adults are free and open to the public, and will take place in 
the library’s auditorium. Reserve copies of discussion books through the 
online catalog, by calling or in person. Many youth events require advance 
registration. Please visit the library’s website, www.ucitylibrary.org, or  
call 314.727.3150 for a full calendar of events.

The library will be closed on Monday, Sept. 7 for Labor Day.

Events and Programs for Youth:

July
16 Super Carnival: All ages, At 

Delmar-Harvard Elementary 
School Lot; 6:30-8 p.m.

20 The T-Shirt Guy Returns!: 
Advanced registration required, 
Grades 7+; 6:30-8:30 p.m.

21 “The Emperor’s New Clothes”: 
All ages; 6:30-7:30 p.m.

21 Last Day of Summer Reading 
Program Reporting 

August
1 Minecraft Open Play: Grades 

6+; 6-9 p.m.
5 Super Lego Fun: Build with our 

Legos, Ages 3+; 4-5 p.m.
6 Teen Spot Gaming: Grades 7+; 

7-8:30 p.m.
13 Teen SRP Volunteer 

Recognition Ceremony:  
6:30-7:30 p.m.

13 Teen Video Production Camp 
Screening: 8-8:45 p.m.

27 Teen Spot Gaming: Grades 7+; 
7-8:30 p.m.

Events and Programs for Adults:

July
18 Health Screening: Drop-in 

session; 9-10:30 a.m.
22 Computer Class: Intro to 

Lynda.com; 2:30 p.m.
22 Summer Reading: Anna 

Karenina by Leo Tolstoy, 
Discussion 2A; 7 p.m.

23 Summer Reading: Discussion 
2B; 3 p.m.

24 Summer Reading: Discussion 
2C; Noon

29 Computer Class: 3D Printing at 
the Library; 2:30 p.m.

August
5 Computer Class: Intro to 

Computers; 2:30 p.m.
12 Computer Class: Intro to the 

Internet; 2:30 p.m.
15 Health Screening: Drop-in 

session; 9-10:30 a.m.
19 Anna Karenina Film Screening: 

6:30 p.m.
26 Summer Reading: Discussion 

3A; 7 p.m.
27 Summer Reading: Discussion 

3B; 3 p.m.
28 Summer Reading: Discussion 

3C; Noon

Summer Means 
Movies in the 
Parks!
Don’t miss the last Movies 
in the Parks event for the 
2015 season. Movies in the 
Parks is a summer series 
that welcomes everyone 
to Millar Park (1351 North 
Hanley Rd.) to watch movies 
while enjoying the outdoors. 
There are also fun pre-movie 
activities. The last movie 
viewing is Big Hero 6 (PG), 
and will take place after 
sunset on Saturday, Aug. 8.

Up-to-date information can 
be found on the Movies 
in the Parks website, 
ucitymoviesintheparks.org.

Special Event:  
Visiting Author 
DuEwa Frazier

Join us at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 12 to welcome award-
nominated poet, children’s writer and educator, DuEwa Frazier. Frazier 
will talk about her new teen novel, Deanne in the Middle. She is the 
author of several volumes of poetry and the editor and publisher of 
the NAACP Image Award nominated book, Check the Rhyme: An 
Anthology Of Female Poets & Emcees (2006). DuEwa Frazier is the 
2015 Returning Artist for the University City Arts & Letters Program. 
She is a graduate of University City High School.

 
Don’t Miss the Midtown Farmers Market

The Midtown Farmers Market opened for its 
second year in the Delmar Loop in University City in 
May. Market-goers can find a wide selection of the 
Midwest’s best farm-fresh produce, handcrafted 
artisan foods and eclectic arts and crafts.

The market is open every Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. through Nov. 7. Visitors can enjoy live 
music, children’s activities, community events and 
great food!

The farmers market is located in the public parking 
lot between Kingsland and Leland avenues, to the 
rear of 6655 Delmar Blvd. There is plenty of parking 
in the early morning! For more information, call 
314.913.6632.
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Developing a Shared Community Vision for Our City
Update on the City’s Comprehensive Planning Process

Since project kickoff in mid-2014, more than 
300 people have shared their long-term vision 
for U City. Once complete, the Comprehensive 
Plan Update will be a policy document — not 
an ordinance or law — to help guide future growth 
and decisions about land use, infrastructure, parks, 
community services and economic development.

U City’s current Comprehensive Plan was 
developed in 2005. That year, the Forsyth and Big 
Bend MetroLink stations were under construction, 
Hurricane Katrina devastated the South, the 
national economy was still experiencing modest 
growth and our city’s population was 37,644. 
Now, the city’s population is closer to 35,000. 
Along with population loss, new physical, economic 
and social conditions have emerged since 2005. 
The Comprehensive Plan Update in progress 
will address these concerns and continue to build 
upon successes of the previous one.

Besides identifying new focus areas, the plan 
will also provide a detailed strategy for a long-
standing community concern: the redevelopment 
of Olive Boulevard. Using existing data, land use 
inventories, market analysis and significant public 
input, the city’s planning consultants will craft 
recommendations to improve the corridor. 
This “subarea plan” will be a separate chapter 
to better direct limited resources and reflect the 
revitalization of Olive Boulevard as a top priority. 
The Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee 
will review a draft of the subarea plan.

The complete plan draft will be available in 
September. You will have an opportunity to 
review and comment on the draft plan prior 
to its submittal to the Plan Commission and the 
City Council for action. Check the city’s website 
at ucitymo.org (left sidebar) for future meetings 
and general information about the plan.

Triple S Corner: Staying Safe and Secure
Welcome to the Triple S Corner 

of ROARS: a new column about 
Staying Safe and Secure in your 
home and around University City. 
We will provide information about 
programs and services offered by 
the University City Police 
Department (UCPD); tips to stay 
safe; and more.

The UCPD offers several 
services targeted at reducing 
crime and building trust. Most 
residents aren’t aware of these 
programs and even fewer utilize 
them, according to a survey 
conducted by the Citizen 
Volunteer Corps Crime Awareness 
and Prevention group and 
students at UMSL, in partnership 
with the UCPD. For example, the 
UCPD holds monthly focus group 
meetings that give residents an 
opportunity to voice concerns 
about crime and provide 
feedback to the police.

Utilization of other services is 
even less common. The UCPD will 
conduct daily checks on your 

home when you are out of town 
as part of their out-of-town 
notification system, but only 10 
percent of residents who were 
surveyed report using this service. 
Only 5 percent of survey 
respondents have taken 
advantage of the UCPD’s free 
security audits, which provide 
information on how to protect 
your home or business.

While the most common reason 
respondents came into contact 
with the police was because they 
reported a crime (51%), many 
people are reluctant to call the 
police when they see suspicious 
activity. The UCPD encourages 
everyone to report any suspicious 
activity regardless of whether or 
not they are certain it is a crime.

Want more information on 
anything mentioned in Triple S 
Corner? Contact Captain Carol 
Jackson at cjackson@ucitymo.org  
or 314.505.8654.

Have You Visited 
the Pool This 
Summer?
If you haven’t enjoyed 
summer at the Heman Park 
Swimming Pool, it’s not too 
late to start!

Below is the schedule for  
the 2015 season:

Lap Swim
May 23 – Sept. 7
6 – 9 a.m.:
Weekdays, weekends  
and holidays

Public Swim
May 23 – Aug. 9
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.: 
Monday – Thursday, 
weekends and holidays
Noon – 8 p.m.:
Fridays

Back-to-School Swim 
(Subject to change)
Aug. 10 – Sept. 7
Noon – 8 p.m.:
Weekdays
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.:
Weekends and holidays

In addition to general 
pool passes, fun activities 
and swim lessons are 
also offered. For more 
information, call Heman 
Park Swimming Pool at 
314.505.8611 or Centennial 
Commons at 314.505.8625.

Need a Computer?  
The WITS Program is For You! 

WITS, Inc., a non-profit electronics 
recycling/reusing organization, is 
working with the School District of 
University City to provide low-cost 
computers to U City students and 
their families – any students who 
live in U City, not only attendees of 
University City schools.

If you have a student in your 
family and need a computer, pick 
up information and an application 
for the WITS program at the 
University City Public Library or 
Centennial Commons. The deadline 
for applications is Aug. 4, 2015. 
Forms can be returned to either of 

those locations, or can be turned in 
at the National Night Out/Back-to-
School event at the McNair 
administration building.

If you have any questions about 
WITS, check out their website at 
witsinc.org or call them at 
314.382.1650.

The City of University City is 
working with WITS, Inc. to build a 
similar program that would be 
open to all U City residents. More 
details regarding that effort will  
be available in coming issues  
of ROARS.

New Businesses

Achieve Wellness
7700 Olive Blvd.
314.449.6465

BNC Law Firm
7382 Pershing Ave. 1W
573.340.5097

Catalyst FS&N
8123 Delmar Blvd. Unit 1
314.276.9058

Curvy Vixen LLC
8225 Olive Blvd.
314.368.1516

Gateway St. Louis 
Investments LLC
6767 Olive Blvd.
314.361.0300

Eyeseeme, LLC
7827 Olive Blvd.
314.349.1122

DNA U
6370 Delmar Blvd.
314.825.5757

Home Doctors Medical 
Group
8147 Delmar Blvd., Suite 
218
314.721.9999

Hua Mei Foot Washing
8625 Olive Blvd.
314.685.0888

MNP Wireless
7819 Olive Blvd.
Stop By

Rapid Edge Barber 
Supply
8333 Olive Blvd.
314.395.3737

U City Foot Massage & 
Relaxing Center
8431 Olive Blvd.
314.325.5297

Yummy 17
8041 Olive Blvd.
314.997.5168

We Want to Hear from You! 
If you have story ideas or would like to share your opinion on 
this issue of ROARS, let us know by calling 314.505.8631 or 

emailing ucityroars@ucitymo.org.
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