MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor
6801 Delmar Blvd.
University City, Missouri 63130
November 9, 2015
6:30 p.m.

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City Hall, on Monday, November 9, 2015, Mayor Shelley Welsch called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
B. ROLL CALL 

In addition to the Mayor the following members of Council were present:





Councilmember Rod Jennings






Councilmember Paulette Carr 






Councilmember Stephen Kraft 





Councilmember Terry Crow  (Excused)






Councilmember Michael Glickert                                             







Councilmember Arthur Sharpe, Jr.

Also in attendance was City Manager Lehman Walker.
Mayor Welsch stated that Councilmember Crow's mother passed away yesterday and Council would like to offer our condolences to him and his entire family.  
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Hearing no requests for changes or amendments, a voice vote to approve the agenda was taken and carried unanimously.  
Mayor Welsch then provided the following reminder to those in the audience.  If you would like to speak to the Council on agenda or non-agenda items, you should fill out a speaker request form that can be found to the left of the door into the Chamber.  Please indicate on that sheet if you want to speak on an agenda or non-agenda item, and note the agenda item number on the form. Your completed form should be placed in the plastic trays in front of the City Clerk prior to the start of Council's discussion on an agenda item for which you would like to speak.  

     The Council Reports and Business section is for Council discussion.  Citizens asking to speak on any of those issues may do so during the regular Citizen's Comment sections. Comments should be limited to five (5) minutes.
    This Council cannot discuss personnel matters, legal or real estate issues in public sessions.  Members of this Council and the City Manager will not immediately respond to questions raised at our meetings, however, responses will be provided by an appropriate person as quickly as possible.
     If someone chooses to continue speaking beyond the Council-accepted time limit on an individual citizen comment, after being advised of their deadline, they will not be called to the podium at future meetings.  Requests for additional time to speak will be considered, but the speaker must make a request to go beyond their limit and be given permission to do so.  Residents are free to speak either on an agenda or non-agenda item.
     It is Council's intent to conduct these meetings in a manner that is, at all times, respectful to members of City staff, the community, and fellow City Council members. Personal attacks on City Council members and staff will be ruled out of order.
     Finally, Mayor Welsch encouraged members of Council to remember that, per Council Rules; Roberts Rules of Order will be followed.  According to Robert's Rules, each member should desist in making personal attacks on their colleagues, limit comments to the merits of an issue, and not call into question any of your colleagues' motives.  Again, personal attacks on City Council members and staff, by members of the public or by members of this Council, will be ruled out of order.  These meetings are held for this Council to do the business of the people, and that is what every member should be focusing on.
D. PROCLAMATIONS
1. Proclamation for Hattie Jones for 60 years of service at Walgreens.  Councilmember Glickert presented the proclamation to Ms. Jones, declaring Tuesday, November 10, 2015 as Ms. Hattie Jones Day in the City of University City, MO.  
2. Proclamation for Small Businesses, declaring Saturday, November 28, 2015, as Small Business Saturday.  Mayor Welsch stated that a business directory of all U City businesses can be found at the Chamber of Commerce website; universitycitychamber.org.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. October 12, 2015 Regular Session minutes were moved by Councilmember Sharpe, and seconded by Councilmember Jennings.
Councilmember Carr asked if it was appropriate to attach a written statement to the minutes in lieu of an oral presentation.  Mayor Welsch stated that this is an issue that Council will discuss during their Study Session on Council rules.  Councilmember Carr stated that in her opinion, allowing anyone to attach a statement that has not, at least been partially read into the record, sets a bad precedent.  

Voice vote on Councilmember Sharpe's motion to approve carried by a majority, with a Nay vote from Councilmember Carr.  

2. October 22, 2015 Special Session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Jennings, were seconded by Councilmember Sharpe and the motion carried unanimously.
3. October 26, 2015 Study Session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Glickert, were seconded by Councilmember Sharpe and the motion carried unanimously.
4. October 26, 2015 Regular Session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Jennings, were seconded by Councilmember Sharpe and the motion carried unanimously.  
F. APPOINTMENTS 
1. Kymal Dockett was nominated to be appointed to the CALOP Commission by Mayor Welsch, replacing Dennis Finnegan, was seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
G. SWEARING IN 
1. Linda Shaw was sworn in to the Human Relations Commission in the City Clerk’s office.
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed)
Kathy Straatmann, 6855 Plymouth Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Straatmann stated the northeast corner of U City satisfies all criteria of a distressed area with concentrated poverty.  She was concerned about the integrity of the Bywater developers and the project itself.  Ms. Straatmann’s complete written statement is attached to end of these minutes.

Steve McMahon, 8135 Stanford Avenue, University City, MO
Mr. McMahon stated that he had been asked to read Mr. Frank Ollendorff’s written statement for the record.  Mr. Ollendorff statement addressed the Andy Triver’s concept plan with Mr. Ollendorff noting he personally and professionally stood behind the facts and statement of Councilmember Carr.  He stated he collaborated with Andy Trivers for over a decade on the renovation of the City Hall, including the 2014 development  of a conceptual plan for the City Hall Annex, police station.  Mr. Ollendorff’s complete letter for the record can be found at the end of these minutes. 
Mark Strahm, 6303 Delmar Boulevard, University City, MO

Mr. Strahm, General Manager of Rocket Fizz, spoke on the impact of postponing Resolution 2015-23.  He stated that the trolley construction eliminated easy access to his store and generated a large decline in his sales.  This decline forced he and his partner to borrow money to put into the business along with laying off four employees.  Unless there is some assistance forthcoming or they have a miraculous December, Rocket Fizz will probably have to close its doors.    
     Mr. Strahm stated that there are a lot of businesses in the Loop that are hurting, so he would ask Council to reconsider this resolution and give serious consideration to the concept of asking the Loop Trolley Commission to kick in more money.  
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS
J. CONSENT AGENDA 
K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
1. Approval to grant authority to the City Manager to sign and enter into an amended agreement with Planning Design Studio, not to exceed $69,340.00 above the original agreement, bringing the total agreement fees not to exceed $89,790.00.  
Councilmember Sharpe moved to approve, was seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
2. Approval to award the CDBG Concrete Sidewalk spot repairs project to Raineri Construction for $40,800.00.
Mr. Walker stated that based on concerns raised at the last meeting related to the work performed by Raineri on Maryland Avenue, he has attached a document to this report detailing various punch list items that Ranieri has agreed to correct.  He stated that after consulting with staff they all concluded that this contract would be performed in a satisfactory manner.  
Councilmember Sharpe moved to approve and was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.

Councilmember Carr asked Mr. Walker when work on the punch list would be completed.  Mr. Walker stated that the contractor has indicated that it will be completed by mid-November.  Councilmember Carr asked whether staff would have the ability to monitor the punch list to ensure that all of the repairs are made.  Mr. Walker stated that they would.  

Councilmember Glickert asked Mr. Walker if the punch list referred to issues related to landscaping rather than concrete.  Mr. Walker stated that that was correct.  Councilmember Glickert asked whether landscaping fell within the scope of Raineri's responsibilities.  Mr. Walker stated that the issue on Maryland was that during construction, Raineri had destroyed some of the landscaping, which they are responsible for replacing.  Councilmember Glickert asked if the City had received any complaints about the curb skirts with a piece of concrete sticking up delineating a specific direction of travel.  Mr. Walker stated that personally he had not received any complaints; however he would refer the question to Sinan Alpasian, Interim Director of Public Works and Parks, to verify whether they have received any.  Mr. Alpasian stated that staff had received a concern regarding the southeast corner of Asbury and Maryland, which has been corrected.  

Councilmember Carr referenced photographs of broken islands on county streets and asked Mr. Walker if he had received any complaints regarding this matter?   Mr. Walker stated that if Councilmember Carr would provide him with the actual photographs and addresses associated with each one, staff would be able to conduct a review of any complaints that have been filed. 

Councilmember Jennings asked Mr. Walker if any measures had been established with respect to non-performance of this contract.  Mr. Walker stated that one option would be not to hire them in the future.  

Voice vote on Councilmember Sharpe's motion carried unanimously.

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS
M. NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTIONS
BILLS
N. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)
O. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed

Mayor Welsch made the appointments that were needed.
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions

Councilmember Jennings stated that the U City Youth Commission, with the assistance 
of Mr. Joe Edwards, will be sponsoring a bowling party on December 10th.
3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force minutes

Mayor Welsch noted that Council had received several copies of minutes in their packet.
4. Other Discussions/Business
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Carr expressed her deepest condolences to her colleague and dear friend, Councilmember Crow, on the loss of his mother.  

  She stated that she would also like to congratulate the organizers of the Heritage Sites Initiative who collected 52% more signatures than required.  The signatures have been submitted to the City Clerk, who turned them over to the St. Louis County Board of Elections.  The verification process should be completed by the end of this week.  

    Councilmember Carr stated that at the last meeting Councilmember Kraft leveled vicious and personal attacks related to her credibility.  This unacceptable behavior went unchecked by the Mayor, leaving citizens left to wonder why such behavior is allowed by a member of Council and their statements will be ruled out of order.  

     Councilmember Carr stated that nowhere in her newsletter did she claim that she had spoken with either Mr. Trivers or Mr. Warshaw about the concept plan for the police station annex.  Her primary source of information had been obtained from discussions with Mr. Frank Ollendorff, who had spoken to these individuals, provided her with copies of his written documentation.  She stated that after the last meeting she contacted Mr. Trivers, who informed her of the following: 

· Two meetings had been conducted
· Mr. Warshaw was his client and was present at the February 5, 2014 meeting where 
the conceptual plan was proposed, utilizing tax credits

· Mr. Warshaw's involvement was preliminary and without contract
· Mr. Triver’s proposal constituted a conceptual plan and not a sketch
· Mr. Triver’s stated that he received an extensive tour of the police station in 2013, conducted by a former Facilities Maintenance Supervisor and a superficial tour on March 12th, conducted by Chief Adams' Executive Secretary.
· Mr. Triver’s conceptual plan did not include a structural analysis 

· Mr. Triver stated that Councilmember Carr’s structural analysis, if correct, would add another $2.4 million dollars to his proposal.  The total cost would be approximately $11,175,000.00, without tax credits,  assuming the structural report provided by Councilmember Carr was accurate
     Councilmember Carr stated that after a careful review of her newsletter the only change, would be to amend all references to a developer, to read potential developer. 
     She stated that the data provided to herself and Mr. McMahon on the first 37 ambulance    calls run by Gateway Ambulance ,which was found to be incomplete, rendered her earlier analysis incorrect.  Councilmember Carr stated that subsequently, Mr. Walker provided her with a copy of the complete CAD report; a copy of which was also provided to Council.  After replicating the method used by this administration to analyze the department's calls during 2014, Councilmember Carr's new analysis revealed the following synopsis:
· The U City Fire Department average ambulance time is 4 minutes and 47 seconds

· Gateway's self-reported average response time is 3 minutes and 21 seconds

· U City's dispatch records yields Gateway's average response time as 5 minutes and 26 
seconds

     Councilmember Carr stated that her objective is to ensure that this type of an analysis is performed for each reporting period to assist in evaluating the self-reported data provided by Gateway Ambulance, for which the City has contracted.  She then requested that (1) Gateway's Report for the months of September and October be provided to Council, (2) that the complete CAD-based reports for all ambulance calls received for September and October be provided and (3) that the City Manager provide a monthly report on the response times based on its CAD data, along with complete CAD-based reports for all ambulance calls.
Councilmember Jennings stated that January will mark U City High School's 30th anniversary of their Martin Luther King Celebration, and in such a diverse community, he has always been troubled by the fact that the auditorium is not filled to capacity.  He encouraged everyone to come out and participate in the activities which starts on January 15th, and includes a weekend full of events.

     Councilmember Jennings stated that he met a Dallas Police Department Major during his attendance at the National League of Cities Convention, who talked about their open policing policy.  The Major stated that within 24 hours of an officer involved shooting the victim and the officer's name, gender and age are released to the public.  Councilmember Jennings stated that he also had the opportunity to meet Vice President Joe Biden, one of the keynote speakers, who commended local officials for the work they perform on a daily basis. 
     Councilmember Jennings noted the 3rd Ward Town Hall Meeting will be held on November 19th, at 7 p.m. at the Mt. Gideon Church.

Councilmember Glickert stated that he would like to acknowledge U City's varsity football team for winning the district championship.

Councilmember Sharpe stated that he had attended the National League of City's Convention in Nashville, and is very proud to announce that Melodee Colbert-Kean, from Missouri, was elected as the 2016 President.  A formal report of his activities will be presented at the next Council meeting. 

Mayor Welsch made the following announcements:

· U City will be hosting the St. Louis County Municipal League here in Chambers of City Hall on November 19th.  Suburban Mayors; cities consisting of 10,000 or less, will meet at 6:30p.m. and the full group will convene at 7:30 p.m. 
· Earlier this year staff held an initial public meeting to elicit feedback on the Police Department Facility Analysis.  A second public meeting will be held tomorrow night, November 10th, at 6:30 p.m. at the U City Public Library, and the third meeting will be held in the U City Public Library at 4:30 p.m.   Mayor Welsch encouraged everyone to visit the City's website and learn more about the options Council is considering.  
Q. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Shelley Welsch adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Pumm
City Clerk, MRCC/CMC
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