MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor
6801 Delmar Blvd.
University City, Missouri 63130
May 9, 2016
6:30 p.m. 
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City Hall, on Monday, May 9, 2016, Mayor Shelley Welsch called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

(The City Clerk was asked to complete a task and would return shortly) 

B. ROLL CALL 
In addition to the Mayor the following members of Council were present:



Councilmember Rod Jennings




Councilmember Paulette Carr 




Councilmember Stephen Kraft; (excused)




Councilmember Terry Crow




Councilmember Michael Glickert                                           





Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson

Also in attendance was City Manager Lehman Walker. 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Hearing no requests, Councilmember Glickert moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Councilmember Jennings and the motion carried unanimously.
D. PROCLAMATIONS
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. April 26, 2016 Regular session minutes were moved by Councilmember Jennings and was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson.
Councilmember Smotherson made a motion to delay consideration of the minutes until the next meeting to allow him time to present a list of all the individuals mentioned in his comments of April 26th.  Seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Welsch informed Councilmember Smotherson that he could also provide written comments to the City Clerk, as an attachment to the minutes.  
F. APPOINTMENTS to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Richard Massey is nominated for appointment to the Arts & Letters Commission by Councilmember Jennings, replacing Bwayne Smotherson, was seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
G. SWEARING IN to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Mary Gorman was sworn in the University City Loop Special Business District Advisory Commission by the City Clerk at the commission’s April 12, 2016 meeting.
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed)
Yvette Liebesman, 7570 Cornell Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Liebesman provided a brief explanation of a dispute she encountered with an old privacy fence located along a common border of neighboring properties.  She stated that the lack of definitive ownership; even after a new boundary line survey was performed, led to conflicts.  In order to avoid similar conflicts in the future, she requested Council submit to the Plan Commission for analysis, who could then support an amendment to the Building Code regarding common fences.  Her suggested language:  "Unless there is documented proof that a border fence belongs to one of the property owners, that any removal or replacement should be approved by both property owners."  
Jim Carr, 7901 Gannon, University City, MO

Mr. Carr stated that he has served as Chairman of the Pension Board, and since this is budget season and presented his thoughts on the City’s pension funds for consideration in the FY 17 budget.  

· Reasons the pension funds are underfunded:
1. The City has not paid contribution as calculated by the Actuary for police and fire;
2. The City did not adjust the tax rate that is dedicated to fund;
3. The City did not make up the shortfall, and
4. The City provided cost of living raises to retirees when it was not a part of their benefits plan

· The options for fixing, changing or eliminating the pension funds, boils down to three categories:  

1. How much it will cost; 

2. Who gets hurt, and 

3. How soon anyone will reap the benefits

· Suggestions:
1. Compile all of the previous results and establish a starting point;
2. New Councilmembers be made aware of where pensions are in their funding;
3. Use staff or citizen experts on this subject to make recommendations to Council;
4. The essentials of the options have been determined, all that is needed now are the numbers;
5. If Council believes that defined contribution is the way to go, make a plan to get there, 
6. Utilize some of the benefits provided by ICMA.  
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS

J. CONSENT AGENDA

K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

RESOLUTIONS

BILLS

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS
1. BILL 8856 – An ordinance granting to Laclede Gas a Missouri Corporation operating a gas distribution system in the City of University City, Missouri, its successors or assigns, a franchise to operate a natural gas distribution system in said city and relating thereto.  
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve and was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.

Roll Call Vote Was:

AYES:  Councilmembers Jennings, Carr, Crow, Smotherson, Glickert and Mayor Welsch.

NAYS:  None.
M. NEW BUSINESS continued
RESOLUTIONS
BILLS
N. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)

Bart Stewart, 714 Harvard Avenue, University City, MO

Mr. Stewart addressed concerns regarding the resignation of Councilmember Kraft.  He stated that either it is time for him to make good on his word by resigning immediately, or actions will continue with respect to his recall.  Mr. Stewart stated that citizens deserve better representation, and they are ready to turn in over 2300 signatures in order to commence this process.  
O. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed

Mayor Welsch made the appointments that were needed.
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions
3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force minutes

Mayor Welsch noted that several sets of minutes were received in this week's packet.
4. Other Discussions/Business
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Councilmember Carr encouraged the City Manager to submit Ms. Liebesman's suggestion to staff and the Plan Commission, to see if there is anything that can be done to resolve this issue. 

     She stated that the Mayor's newsletter detailed the events that occurred in Council's closed session held last week, in direct violation of Rule No. 37 of Council's Rules and Procedures.  Councilmember Carr stated that it is not okay to apply the rules indiscriminately to some and ignore it for others.  She asked the Mayor to follow the rules and refrain from disbursing confidential information out to the public, unless that same right is granted to all members of Council.

Councilmember Glickert stated that the wanted to mention the passing of Rick Simonelli, a 30 plus year resident of U City.  He stated that Mr. Simonelli was very active in the arts throughout the St. Louis region; was instrumental in the renovation of the St. Louis Public Library, and a member of the CALOP Commission.  His memorial service will be held on Saturday, at Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m.
     He stated that he would also like to recognize AW Healthcare of U City, who was the recipient of the St. Louis District SBA Small Business Award for Women.  

Councilmember Crow stated that he would like to congratulate U City's Robotics' team, who is now on their way to the State Robotics' Tournament in Sedalia.  
     He stated that tonight's Study session represented a level of Q & A, and collegial conversation that has not been seen in some time.  This is an opportunity for everyone to work together and hopefully the information obtained will chart a path for what may be a successful resolution to issues associated with the police facility.

     Councilmember Crow stated that Council will continue to operate with a cloud over its head and be called into question, where Councilmember Kraft is allowed to be at Council meetings in name only; allowed to show up for closed sessions and cast his vote and the residents of the 1st Ward must continue to be represented by someone who has announced their intent to resign. 
Mayor Welsch made the following announcements:

· May 12th - The Taste of U City, featuring over 30 restaurants, will be held at the Mandarin House Banquet Hall from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Mayor Welsch stated that there was nothing mentioned in her newsletter that had not already been discussed at a public meeting held last week.    

Q. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Shelley Welsch adjourned the meeting at 6:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Pumm
City Clerk, MRCC/CMC
