MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor
6801 Delmar Blvd.
University City, Missouri 63130
May 23, 2016
6:30 p.m.
A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City Hall, on Monday, May 23, 2016, Mayor Shelley Welsch called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL 
In addition to the Mayor the following members of Council were present:





Councilmember Rod Jennings






Councilmember Paulette Carr 






Councilmember Michael Glickert                                           







Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson

Councilmembers Kraft and Crow were excused
Also in attendance was City Manager Lehman Walker. 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Walker requested that the third item of the City Manager’s Report be removed from the agenda.

Councilmember Glickert moved to approve the agenda as amended, was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.

D. PROCLAMATIONS
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. April 26, 2016 Regular session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Jennings, seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.
2. May 9, 2016 Study session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Jennings, seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
3. May 9, 2016 Regular session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Glickert, seconded by Councilmember Jennings and the motion carried unanimously.
F. APPOINTMENTS to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Clarence Olsen is nominated for appointment to the Park Commission by Mayor Welsch, replacing Kimberly Jones.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
G. SWEARING IN to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Richard Massey is to be sworn in to the Arts & Letters Commission tomorrow in the City Clerk's Office.
Mayor Welsch then read the following reminder to those in the audience.  If you would like to speak to the Council, on agenda or non-agenda items, you should fill out a speaker request form that can be found to the left of the door into the Chamber.  Please indicate on that sheet if you want to speak on an agenda or non-agenda item, and note the agenda item number on the form. Your completed form should be placed in the plastic trays in front of the City Clerk prior to the start of Council discussion on an agenda item on which you would like to speak.  The Council Reports & business section is for Council discussion.  Those asking to speak on those issues may do so during the regular Citizen Comments sections of the agenda. Comments should be limited to five (5) minutes.  

     Decorum at Council meetings is required in order to make possible civil discourse among people who may have different views.  With that in mind, personal attacks on City Councilmembers, staff and anyone else will be ruled out of order.  I reserve the right to disallow those engaging in personal attacks to speak at this or future Council meetings.

     As I have said in the past, if someone chooses to continue speaking beyond the Council-accepted time limit on an individual citizen comment, after my advising of the deadline, I will not call them to the podium at future meetings.  I will consider a request for additional time – but the speaker must make a request to go beyond the time limit and be given permission to do so.  

     Finally, I encourage members of this Council to remember that, per our Council rules, we follow Roberts Rules of Order.  According to Robert’s Rules, we should all desist in making personal attacks on our colleagues – limiting our comments to the merits of an issue, and not calling into question the motives of our colleagues.

     A reminder to those in the audience - this Council cannot discuss personnel matters, legal or real estate issues in public sessions. Members of this Council and the City Manager will not immediately respond to questions raised at our meetings, however, responses will be provided by an appropriate person as quickly as possible.

     Again, personal attacks on City Councilmembers, staff, and anyone else by members of the public or by members of this Council will be ruled out of order. I reserve the right not to call back to the podium at this or future meetings anyone who engages in personal attacks on anyone.

     These meetings are held for this Council to do the business of the people.  That is what we should all be focusing upon.

Before beginning the Citizen Participation portion of the agenda, Mayor Welsch stated that Section III of the lease the City of University City recently signed with Henry Warshaw, the owner of the lot where the temporary police facility will be located, the lease states that "During the term the remainder of the leased premises shall continue to be used solely as a surface parking lot".  This is the area where City staff, residents visiting City Hall and others have been parking for a number of years.  However, when concerns were raised about the phrasing of this section, Mr. Warshaw agreed to amend the wording, to state, "To be used solely as a paved area".  The lease was amended today, and City staff, residents visiting City Hall and others, will continue to park in this portion of the lot for the duration of the construction and use of the temporary police facility.  
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed)
Mark Levison, 2903 Russell, St. Louis, MO
Mr. Levison, attorney for the citizens of University Heights, filed a lawsuit against the City for giving Henry Warshaw permission to turn the former Delmar/Harvard playground into a paid commercial parking lot.  This was in violation of University City's zoning laws; was made behind closed doors; and was consummated without any consultation or notice to the residents of U Heights.

     On May 2nd, the City Manager, City Attorney, Director of Community Development and the Police Chief, met with the Trustees and informed them that the plans for the commercial parking lot had been abandoned, based on the City's need to find a location for a temporary police facility, and that City’s current plan consists of erecting military-style buildings on the playground.  The City made assurances that residents would be consulted with respect to aesthetics like lighting and landscaping.  As a result of this temporary use, the City could never again make the argument that somehow commercial parking was allowed in the subject area because it had been grandfathered in as a continuing use.  Mr. Levison stated that although it is not the desire of U Heights residents to have these military-style barracks in their front yard, their initial reaction was to drop the lawsuit.
     At the May 12th City Council Meeting a contract negotiating the lease of the subject space for the police compound was presented to Council.  It was the residents of U Height's understanding that the lease should not suggest commercial parking or that it could ever be grandfathered in, in the future.  

     Thereafter, the Trustees filed a Freedom of Information Request and obtained a copy of the lease which included a number of references to parking lots in Section III, Section VII (a), Section IX (b-7).  All of these references led the citizens of U Heights to continue their lawsuit.  Mr. Levison said that the direction from the entire Council had not been followed and the residents of U Heights are not comfortable with dropping their existing lawsuit. 

Barbara Chicherio, 720 Harvard, University City, MO

Ms. Chicherio read her statement into the record addressing concerns about the lease for 601 Trinity.

Myra Vandersall, 731 Yale Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Vandersall stated that although she would like to applaud everyone who worked to move this issue forward, she is still disturbed by the fact that the words "parking lot" still remain in the lease.  She provided a brief history of University Heights, and noted the words of Joni Mitchell; "They paved paradise and put up a parking lot". 
Suzanne Greenwald, 836 Barkley Square, University City, MO

Ms. Greenwald stated that she is unsure whether pushing someone in anger should be classified as a criminal assault, but felt that Councilmember Glickert was acting on behalf of the Mayor, who was trying to prevent Bart Stewart from placing literature on a table.  The position of Mayor Pro-Tem is an honor, but does this title acknowledge a member's service to the City or a member's service to the Mayor?  

Felix Simmons, 752 Radcliff, University City, MO

Mr. Simmons stated that in the future he would suggest that any citizen who is censured or disallowed to speak at these meetings, he or she be notified of these actions in writing.
Don Fitz, 720 Harvard, University City, MO

Mr. Fitz stated that his belief is that the focus for the last year and a half on the Mayor and the City Council but instead the focus should be on the broader issues of privatization and cutbacks, which are going on throughout the U.S.  Limiting focus to the Mayor and Council majority gives the impression that if they rid themselves of the current politicians, problems will go away, but they won't.  Mr. Fitz suggested that residents stop the lawless attack on the Delmar/Harvard playground.  Politicians who make a Councilmember charged with an assault Mayor Pro-Tem are rewarding and encouraging violence should be removed from office.  Residents need to take actions with an understanding that what they are doing is not in the least bit peculiar to University City, but is nationwide and requires them to link up with national and international movements if they are going to be successful.  

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Proposed FY 17 City Budget
Mayor Welsch opened the public hearing at 6:56 p.m.  

Jo Ann Roberts, 940 Alanson Drive, University City, MO

Ms. Roberts presented the following questions and comments:
· This year the Contingency Fund, which is typically around $100,000, was removed from the summary.  Ms. Roberts is curious to know what happened to the fund and why it was removed.  

· The budget was amended to allocate $197,000 in overtime for firefighters and $200,000 in overtime for the Police Department.  The 3rd quarter budget reports that overtime is at $320,500 for firefighters and $265,000 for the Police Department.

· The 3rd quarter budget reports that $100,000 was spent in legal fees, but the records show that the City has spent $300,000 for legal fees associated with the Social House.

Frank Ollendorff, 8128 Cornell Court, University City, MO

Mr. Ollendorff stated that the proposal to combine the Deputy Fire Chief and Battalion Chief positions would further weaken residents' protection of life and property.  If cuts are needed, he would suggest that they be made in the Planning Department, which is bloated with staff and has not exhibited the ability to equitably enforce the City's zoning, building, property maintenance and historic preservation codes.  
     Mr. Ollendorff opposed the elimination of the Solid Waste Superintendent position from the budget.  He stated that this is an essential position in a highly technical department that represents a three million dollar enterprise.  He suggested that refuse rates be increased by 10 percent since they have not been increased in several years, so it complies with the language in the ordinance to set the rate at an amount that supports this enterprise fund.  
Hearing no additional requests to speak, Mayor Welsch closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.

J. CONSENT AGENDA

K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

1. Approval to purchase a 2016 Chevrolet Suburban for $42,060, from Don Brown Chevrolet.
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, was seconded by Councilmember Jennings and the motion carried unanimously.

2. Approval to purchase two (2) ¾-ton trucks and two (2) 1-ton dump trucks for a total of $145,520 from Don Brown Chevrolet.
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.

3. (REMOVED) Approval to award contract to lowest bidder, Ford Asphalt Company for the City’s Asphalt Overlays Project 1258, in the amount of $321,000.00.
4. Approval to grant the City Manager authority sign and enter into supplemental agreement with the Engineering Services’ contract for $45,000.00.  The City’s 20% portion is $9,000.00.
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, was seconded by Councilmember Jennings and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Approval to purchase two (2) refuse transfer trailers for $115,912.00 from Downing Sales and Service.
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.
L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

M. NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTIONS


    Introduced by Councilmember Glickert

1. RESOLUTION 2016 – 9   A resolution authorizing the City to conduct a greenhouse gas inventory and develop a climate action plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.
Councilmember Carr questioned whether there would be any costs associated with this resolution.  Sinan Alpaslan, Director of Public Works and Parks, stated that any costs associated with the resolution will be reimbursed by the organization that administers the program.  Councilmember Carr asked whether this plan was limited to City buildings or open to the public.  Mr. Alapasian stated that it is for all University City facilities and structures; i.e., streetlights and other amenities where there is energy consumption.  

Councilmember Smotherson questioned whether the funding mechanism should be included within the resolution?  Mr. Alpaslan stated that they had utilized a standard form; however, the resolution could be amended to include this information.

Mayor Welsch asked Councilmember Smotherson if he would be amenable to the following:  "Whereas, participating in REIP is a cost-effective way to conduct a greenhouse gas inventory and develop a climate plan at no cost to the City of University City".  Councilmember Smotherson agreed with the suggestion and moved to amend the resolution in that manner.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Glickert and carried unanimously.

Councilmember Jennings moved to approve the amended resolution, was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.  
BILLS

N. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)

Pete Klarmann, 6911 Cornell, University City, MO

Mr. Klarmann read a statement into the record addressing his concerns regarding the aforementioned lease agreement.  

Lisa Hummel, 7575 Stanford Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Hummel expressed her concerns regarding the nomination of Councilmember Glickert for Mayor Pro-Tem; Council's previous egregious actions; recent election results, and the faith that citizens have in their local government.  Ms. Hummel urged Council to select another candidate for the position of Mayor Pro-Tem.

Christine Mackey-Ross, 21 Princeton, University City, MO

Ms. Mackey-Ross echoed Ms. Hummel's comments and stated that even though she appreciates Council's attempt to rectify some of the language in the lease, she is concerned that the City Manager did overstep his authority by signing a lease with language not approved by Council majority.  She requested that the language be further amended to state: "That in light of the allowed use for the temporary Police Station, the Trustees of U Heights are in no way saying that this should ever be used again as anything other than a playground or the use for which it is currently zoned, without the exercise of due process to have it rezoned".
Frank Ollendorff, 8128 Cornell Court, University City, MO

Mr. Ollendorff stated that he would have liked to have been given the opportunity to participate in the discussion regarding the temporary facility.  He stated that with respect to real estate, his belief is that Executive Sessions are limited to the terms of a purchase or lease and not the discussion of alternative sites.  He stated that he had the same questions with respect to the location of a permanent site for the Police Station, and would urge Council to include public participation.
     Mr. Ollendorff stated that he had failed to mention that he had written a letter to Council, signed by two other citizens, expressing their objections to the elimination of the position of Solid Waste Superintendent from the budget.    

Barbara Santoro, 514 Midvale Avenue, University City, MO

Ms. Santoro expressed her frustration with the inability to access this meeting via an elevator and suggested that in the future, when elevators are out of service these meetings be moved to a more accessible site. 

Judy Gainer, 721 Harvard, University City, MO

Ms. Gainer reiterated Ms. Santoro's concerns, and expressed her displeasure with Councilmember Glickert being appointed as Mayor Pro-Tem.  She stated that what is needed in this City is for everyone to act and speak in ways that are thoughtful, measured, respectful and always mindful of the impact of their actions on the citizens of this community.  Ms. Gainer urged Council to withdraw their Mayor Pro-Tem request and put their energy into restoring the dignity and integrity of their office, learn how to work together, and stop dismissing the citizens who attend these meetings and dare to speak, as the disaffected minority.  
Andrew Roberts, 940 Alanson Drive, University City, MO

Mr. Roberts expressed his concerns about citizens' right to speak at these meetings and the Mayor's abuse of power.  He stated that it would be helpful if citizens were made aware of the specific behavior or phrasing that is disallowed and the exact amount of time they will be barred from meetings. 
Thomas Jennings, 7055 Forsyth, University City, MO

Mr. Jennings expressed concerns about Councilmember Kraft's actions, and the nomination of Councilmember Glickert to act as Mayor Pro-Tem.  He stated that University City has to start turning around, and if it takes a recall to do it, then citizens should work to get it done.  
Barbara Chicherio, 720 Harvard, University City, MO

Ms. Chicherio stated that she is also concerned about the nomination of Councilmember Glickert for Mayor Pro-Tem and feels strongly that this is a poor choice for an important position.  

Bart Stewart, 714 Harvard, University City, MO

Mr. Stewart stated that he has no faith in the veracity of this Council or administration.  He expressed his displeasure with the private meetings held to make decisions about Delmar/Harvard, in trying to protect the most historic civic plaza in St. Louis and the beating heart of U City.  He suggested that Council stop meeting behind closed doors and allow citizens to have input on the decisions that affect the quality of their lives.
Alara Stewart, 714 Harvard, University City, MO

Ms. Stewart expressed concerns over the temporary police station that is going to be placed on the playground of the former Delmar/Harvard School.  She stated that she attended the last kindergarten class at Delmar/Harvard, playing on that surface.  After the school closed, she and her friends continued to use the playground.  Taking this playground away means that younger kids will no longer have a safe place to play or experience her same enjoyment...  Ms. Stewart asked Council to reconsider their decision to locate the temporary facility at this site.   

Bart Stewart, 714 Harvard, University City, MO

Mr. Stewart provided a brief history of the March 22nd events, and expressed his opposition to the nomination of Councilmember Glickert as Mayor Pro-Tem.  He stated that he is hopeful that Council will rescind this nomination.

Raheem Adegboye, 7629 Canton Avenue, University City, MO
Mr. Adegboye stated that his hope is that all of the leaders in University City will lead with honesty, civility, unity, and work hard for the progress of this City.  He then expressed his displeasure with Proposition H, which he believes was a political sham for some residents to advance their own agenda.
O. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed

Mayor Welsch made the appointments that were needed

Resident Leif Johnson questioned why he had not been allowed to address Council during the Citizen's Participation section?  Mayor Welsch informed Mr. Johnson that his request should have been placed in the plastic trays in front of the City Clerk prior to the start of the agenda item/section in which he wished to speak to.  Mayor Welsch allowed Mr. Johnson the opportunity to speak tonight, but advised him that in the future the form must be in the tray prior to the beginning of Council's discussions.
CITIZEN'S PARTICIPTION - (Continued)
Leif Johnson, 836 Barkley Square, University City, MO

Mr. Johnson welcomed Councilmember Smotherson to the Council, and expressed his concerns regarding the Proposed 2017 City Budget, which he viewed as an example of fiscal and managerial irresponsibility.  

COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions

Councilmember Glickert reported that the Civil Service Board will meet on the second 
floor tomorrow to work on updating the Civil Service Rules.
3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force minutes

Mayor Welsch noted that Council had received several Commission and Task Force 
minutes in their packet.
4. Other Discussions/Business
· Nominate Councilmember Michael Glickert as Mayor Pro-Tem requested by Councilmember Jennings and Kraft.
Councilmember Jennings moved to nominate Councilmember Glickert as Mayor Pro-Tem, based on his belief that he represents the most qualified individual for the position.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Welsch.

Councilmember Smotherson stated that although it is his belief that Councilmember Glickert is the best candidate, out of respect to him, as well as the citizens of University City, he would suggest that the nomination be postponed until the pending matters are resolved or that other options be explored.

Councilmember Carr stated that she was somewhat surprised to see an outright nomination regarding this topic, since four years ago members of Council were presented with an item called "Choose a Mayor Pro-Tem," which she believed was the way this has always been handled.  Councilmember Glickert has been charged by St. Louis County with a criminal misdemeanor, so she thought it inappropriate for someone who is charged with a crime to be nominated for Pro-Tem, as it sends the wrong message to those this Council serves.  Therefore, she moved to postpone this nomination, and suggest that the position be temporarily filled by allowing members of Council to rotate; if necessary, 1(a), 2(a), et. cetera, until Councilmember Glickert's matter is resolved.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson.
Mayor Welsch stated that she was not in favor of delaying this matter since people are innocent until proven guilty.  She stated the whole story of that night has not been shared in this community.  Mayor Welsch asked Mr. Bart Stewart to stop interrupting the meeting several times.  She stated that Councilmember Glickert has been on this Council since 2006, and is the longest serving member.  Therefore, she would like to appoint Councilmember Glickert tonight, and depending on the outcome of court, leave the decision up to him as to whether he should step down.  Mayor Welsch stated that the idea that Councilmember Glickert should not get this position, for which he is so well qualified, noted that too often people are tried on social media and press and felt this was wrong.  

Councilmember Carr stated that while she understands the Mayor's sentiments, she thinks this will generate a huge amount of tension to this City for making a decision that could have so easily been postponed without penalty to Councilmember Glickert.  
Mayor Welsch respectfully stated that in her opinion, postponing this nomination would be a penalty on Councilmember Glickert.

Councilmember Jennings stated that the right thing to do is to follow the Constitution, which states that Councilmember Glickert is innocent until proven guilty.  

Mayor Welsch called for a roll call vote, noting that a nay vote means Council will continue with the discussion and an aye vote means that the discussion will be postponed.

Mr. Schoomer tried to speak from the audience and Mayor Welsch respectfully refused his request to speak, saying this was a Council discussion.
Councilmember Carr appealed the Mayor's decision and asked that Mr. Schoomer be provided with an opportunity to make a statement and was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson.

Roll Call Vote on Councilmember Carr's Appeal was:

Ayes:  Councilmembers Smotherson and Carr
Nays:  Councilmembers Glickert, Jennings and Mayor Welsch
Roll Call Vote on the Motion to Postpone appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem was:

Ayes:  Councilmembers Carr and Smotherson
Nays:  Councilmembers Jennings, Glickert and Mayor Welsch
Councilmember Carr stated that it is with deep regret that she will be voting against this nomination, but she cannot, in good conscience; vote to appoint someone with a legal cloud over their head.

Roll Call Vote on Appointment of Councilmember Glickert as Mayor Pro-Tem:

Ayes:  Councilmembers Jennings, Glickert and Mayor Welsch

Nays:  Councilmembers Carr and Smotherson     

P. COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Carr stated that in her opinion, ignoring the people of this City is tantamount to bringing dissatisfaction with the way this government is being run.  She stated that during the September 8th minutes, Councilmember Crow requested that the August 3rd minutes be amended to include the following comments made by Councilmember Kraft; "The woman who got up and spoke was convicted of assaulting my wife.  The case is being appealed".  The motion was seconded, and unanimously approved.  That specific amendment has still not been made, and therefore, she requested the City Clerk to do so.
     Councilmember Carr stated that she was also concerned about the Solid Waste Fund, and questioned who was now overseeing this department.  Mr. Walker stated that a recent reorganization of the Public Works and Parks Department amalgamated the division under the Director of Public Works.  Councilmember Carr asked whether there was anyone under Mr.  Alapasian, who is directly responsible for the Solid Waste Department?  Mr. Walker stated that Tom Brushwood holds the equivalent position, and is in charge of vehicular operations as well.  Ms. Carr questioned whether Mr. Brushwood's credentials were acceptable for this position?  Mr. Walker stated that they were.
     Councilmember Carr stated that as she watched residents struggle to climb the stairs for the second time, it brought to mind that the Old Library has a beautiful hall that can be utilized as Council Chambers.  Downstairs consists of a stage and assembly hall where court could be conducted, and both areas are easily accessible.  She stated that she does not think that Council can continue, long-term, with an elevator that is sometimes operational, and sometimes not, so she would like staff and Council to give consideration to this suggestion.  

Councilmember Jennings stated that just because someone says something, or you read about an incident, does not make it true, just or reality.  He stated that in his opinion, Mr. Stewart is also a fine man, but sometimes you have to dig deep, not only to understand the real issue, but to understand the individual.  

He stated that he too is concerned about the safety and security of a one-way in; one-way out building that holds regular meetings.  So he would agree that this might be a perfect opportunity for staff and Council to give some consideration to Councilmember Carr's suggestions.  

Upcoming Events
June 2nd - Councilmembers Smotherson and Jennings will be hosting a 3rd Ward meeting at the Community Center; 6:30 p.m.  (This meeting is open to the entire public.)  

June 4th - Adopt the Block Cleanup.  An opportunity for residents to come together and assist their neighbors with the preservation of their property.

June 4th - Lions Against Litter.  An organization formed by residents of U City that meet on a monthly basis to improve the aesthetics of neighborhoods.   Lions is currently sponsoring a contest with Middle and High School students to assist them in developing their logo.  (Residents are encouraged to email Councilmember Jennings with the identification of problem sites.)   

June 6th - Arts and Letters Concert Series.

June 10th thru 12th- Fair U-City.  Proceeds go to fund the new U City Community Foundation.  (Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Inaugural Board for the Community Foundation should submit an emailed request to info@fairucity.com.)
Mayor Welsch stated that although she would agree that the situation needs to be addressed, the elevator had been working up until about 6:10 p.m. 
     She stated that Lions Against Litter will also be working closely with another CVC group on the litter project – the group Community Conversations on Race, Class and Culture.  

     The Monarch Butterfly Group has been very active in their efforts to make University City a Monarch Waystation.  To date, they have planted three Monarch Butterfly Gardens.
Q. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Shelley Welsch adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Pumm, City Clerk, MRCC/CMC
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