                                                      MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor
6801 Delmar Blvd.
University City, Missouri 63130
September 26, 2016
6:30 p.m.

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City 
Hall, on Monday, September 26, 2016, Mayor Shelley Welsch, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL 

In addition to the Mayor, the following members of Council were present:



Councilmember Rod Jennings




Councilmember Paulette Carr 




Councilmember Terry Crow (via video remote)



Councilmember Michael Glickert                                    





Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson


Also in attendance was the City Manager, Lehman Walker. 


Mayor Welsch announced that as a result of the participation via video remote, all votes on 
ordinances will be conducted by Roll Call.  In the event a member loses their video connection 
during a discussion they will not be allowed to take part in the vote.

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilmember Carr requested that the reappointment of Luther Baker to the Park Commission be added to the agenda.

Voice vote on Councilmember Carr's request carried unanimously.

Mayor Welsch requested that the agenda be amended to include the swearing in of John Owens to the Board of Adjustment, and note that Jeffrey Miskin was sworn in to the Traffic Commission at City Hall by the City Clerk.

Voice vote on Mayor Welsch's request carried unanimously.

Councilmember Smotherson made a motion that the Roll Call Vote to go into closed Session; (only the vote) be moved to the beginning of the meeting, to ensure Councilmember Crow's participation. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Carr.
Point of Information:  Councilmember Crow stated that if Council votes to go into a Closed Session, one-third of the City will not be represented during the session, since he will be unable to participate.  His thought was that since this item is not time-sensitive, it did not need to be made at this time.  

Councilmember Jennings questioned whether the topic being discussed in the Closed Session even required a vote?  Mayor Welsch stated that no one knows what might happen during the session and we should not discuss that in open session.  Councilmember Jennings stated now that the City is using an outside company to assist with conducting its video conferencing, Councilmember Crow should be able to participate.  Mayor Welsch acknowledged that the City was trying out a new system, and we are not anticipating any problems with tonight's connection.

Voice vote on Councilmember Smotherson's motion failed.

D. PROCLAMATIONS
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. September 12, 2016 Regular session minutes were moved for approval by Councilmember Jennings, was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.
F. APPOINTMENTS to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Luther Baker was nominated for reappointment to the Park Commission by Councilmember Carr, wasseconded by Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.
G. SWEARING IN to BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. John Owens was sworn in to the Board of Adjustment.
2. Jeffrey Miskin was sworn in to the Traffic Commission at City Hall by the City Clerk.
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed)
Tom Sullivan, 751 Syracuse, University City, MO

Mr. Sullivan expressed concerns regarding the overhead wires associated with the Loop trolley; traffic conditions at the roundabout; inadequate street sweeping services; landscaping issues associated with the Laclede Gas upgrades; and the amount of taxpayer dollars spent on the temporary Police Station and Social House, while there are so many significant needs throughout the City that are being ignored. 

Joe Adams, 924 Wild Cherry Lane, University City, MO

Mr. Adams stated that he wished to clarify some of the statements made in Ms. Jan Adams' letter to Council regarding the public meeting conducted at Heman Park Community Center on August 30th.  He stated that he had been invited to the meeting in his capacity as the State Representative for this district.  However, the only subjects he addressed were the rights of development and demolition by neglect.  Mr. Adams stated that he specifically did not make comments about any candidates running for office, including himself, because he did not want anyone to think that he was trying to interfere with the City's progress.   
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Proposed Property Tax Rates 
Mayor Welsch opened the public hearing at 6:46 p.m., and hearing no requests to speak the hearing was closed at 6:46 p.m.

J. CONSENT AGENDA

K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

1. Green Practices Commission Update Summary.
Mr. Walker stated that this update was provided during the Study Session, so there was nothing more to report.
Mayor Welsch encouraged her colleagues to pass any additional questions or concerns related to tonight’s presentation to Mr. Walker.

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. BILL 9292 – An ordinance vacating and surrendering fifteen feet wide north/south public alley Right-Of-Way located on the south side of Delmar Boulevard and adjacent to the west boundary of Lot 17 of Block 4 of Delmar Heights subdivision and adjacent to the east boundary of lots 14, 15 and 16 of Block 4 of Delmar Heights Subdivision; reserving any public easements, and directing that this ordinance be recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of St. Louis County, Missouri.  Bill 9292 was read for the second and third time.
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve and was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Councilmembers Jennings, Carr, Crow, Glickert, Smotherson and Mayor Welsch.
Nays:  None.
2. BILL 9293 – An ordinance amending Chapter 400 of the Municipal Code of the City of University City, relating to zoning, by amending Section 400.1740; thereof, relating to the Civic Complex Historic District; containing a savings clause and providing a penalty.  Bill 9293 was read for the second and third time.
Councilmember Jennings moved to approve and was seconded by Councilmember Carr.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Councilmembers Jennings, Carr, Crow, Glickert, Smotherson and Mayor Welsch.

Nays:  None.
M. NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTIONS


    Introduced by Councilmember Glickert

1. Resolution 2016 – 23  A resolution approving the 2016 annual property tax rates.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.
Voice vote on the motion carried unanimously.
BILLS

     Introduced by Councilmember Smotherson
2. Bill 9294 – An ordinance amending Section 355.040 – disable parking, Chapter 355 Traffic Code, of the University City Municipal Code, to revise traffic regulation as provided herein.  Bill 9294 was read for the first time.
Mayor Welsch stated that before the next meeting she would like a confirmation on whether this ordinance had been reviewed by the Traffic Commission, and a clarification as to whether this proposal infringes on any Federal laws related to disabled parking.

Councilmember Smotherson stated that the intent of his proposal is to supplement the City's current ordinance by implementing a system to ensure that residential disabled parking signs are only utilized by the resident who was granted approval to have the sign installed.  The suggested amendment was taken from a St. Louis City ordinance that addressed this particular problem by assigning matching numbers for the posted sign and the disabled resident's parking sticker.  Councilmember Smotherson stated that while conducting his research he found no Federal law that prohibited this practice.  
N. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)

O. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed

Mayor Welsch made the appointments that were needed.
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions
3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force minutes

Mayor Welsch noted that Council had received some minutes in this week's packet.
4. Other Discussions/Business
· Evaluation of City Council Employees:  City Manager and City Clerk
Discussion and Vote requested by Councilmembers Carr and Crow

Councilmember Carr stated that on June 13th of this year she informed Council of their obligation to conduct yearly performance evaluations on its two employees; the City Manager and City Clerk.  Therefore, she made a motion that Council initiate these evaluations within 10 days, and that they be completed within the normal timeframe.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson.

Councilmember Glickert stated that while he would agree that Council has been lax on performing these evaluations, he would like to suggest that the evaluations be initiated within 14 days rather than 10 days.  Councilmember Carr stated that she would be amenable to Councilmember Glickert's amendment.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jennings.

Mayor Welsch stated that she also had no problem with Councilmember Carr's motion, but believed Council should discuss how the process will be initiated and implemented.  Mayor Welsch stated that as a result of her current personal situation she would be unable to work on this issue until next week.  

Councilmember Carr stated that guidelines had been established three years ago, wherein Council had completed a list of objectives for the City Manager, but no further action was taken, the process was “thrown under the bus”.

Councilmember Jennings requested that he and Councilmember Smotherson be provided with a copy of the list of objectives and suggested that a Study Session be established to discuss them in more detail.

Mayor Welsch stated that she would provide Councilmembers Jennings and Smotherson with a copy of the objectives.  However, she does not think that the process that initiated in November of 2014 was thrown under the bus, but rather, that one Councilmember simply failed to complete the process with respect to the City Clerk’s objectives.  

Voice vote on Councilmember Carr’s amended motion carried unanimously.  

P. COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilmember Crow complimented the Public Works Department and Ford Asphalt Company for the overlay they performed on Maryland Avenue.  

Councilmember Smotherson informed Council that the Traffic Commission had been briefed on the Centene Project, and his hope is that its impact to residents on Forsyth, Jackson and Pershing, was explained to their satisfaction.  He stated that at this point, Council needed to carefully review the plans and make a determination as to whether there are any matters that need to be addressed prior to granting approval.   

Councilmember Jennings stated that the Police Facility Analysis Report conducted by Ross & Baruzzini determined that it would be substantially more expensive to renovate and add an addition to the existing facilities versus developing a new facility on a remote site.  Now that Council has received two reports from independent consultants stating that the City would get the most bang for its buck by constructing a new police station, he would like to see this project move forward with a goal of reducing the amount of time officers have to remain in this temporary facility.  
Mayor Welsch stated that she had received a number of phone calls regarding the correct spelling of Karen Larsen Neilson's name, as identified in the minutes.  Therefore, she asked that a copy of Ms. Neilson's LinkedIn page be made a part of the record.  Mayor Welsch also asked that a copy of the Attorney General's letter, referenced at the last meeting, and a copy of the City Clerk's response to that letter, be made a part of the record.  

Councilmember Carr stated that Ms. Neilson has personally provided her with the correct spelling of her name and asked that she make the correction.

Q. ROLL CALL VOTE TO GO INTO A CLOSED SESSION authorized by Section 610.021 (2) Real Estate; according to RSMo 610.021; Real Estate (2).
Councilmember Jennings moved to go into executive session and was seconded by Councilmember Glickert.

Councilmember Crow reiterated his comment made at the beginning of the meeting regarding his inability to participate in Closed Session discussions via video conference.  He then requested that this matter not be discussed until the 1st Ward could be properly represented.  

Roll Call Vote:  

AYES:  Councilmembers Jennings, Glickert and Mayor Welsch.  

NAYS:  Councilmembers Smotherson, Carr and Crow.
(Motion failed)
R. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Welsch adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Pumm

City Clerk, MRCC/CMC
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