
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of 
 City Hall, on Monday, January 8, 2018, Mayor Shelley Welsch called the meeting 
 to order at 6:30 p.m. 

  
B. ROLL CALL 

 In addition to the Mayor, the following members of Council were present: 
            Councilmember Rod Jennings 
            Councilmember Paulette Carr  
            Councilmember Steven McMahon 
            Councilmember Terry Crow 
            Councilmember Michael Glickert                            
    Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson 
  

  Also in attendance were New City Manager, Gregory Rose, and City Attorney, John F. 
  Mulligan Jr.   

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Councilmember Glickert requested that the Annual Dumpster Order located under the 
 Consent Agenda be moved to the City Manager's Report.  
 
 Councilmember Jennings moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Glickert 
 and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
D. PROCLAMATIONS 
 
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. December 11, 2017, Regular Session Minutes were moved by Councilmember Carr, and 
seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
F. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

1. Kathy Caton, Ben Evans, Ryan Patterson and Jen Rieger were appointed to the Loop 
Special Business District Board by Mayor Welsch, it was seconded by Councilmember 
Jennings and the motion carried unanimously.   
 

G. SWEARING IN TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
1. Craig Hughes was sworn in to the Traffic Commission at tonight's meeting. 
2. Kathy Straatmann was sworn in to the Green Practices Commission at tonight's meeting. 

 
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION - (Total of 15 minutes allowed) 

James K. Bashkin, 7739 Stanford Avenue, University City, MO 
Mr. Bashkin stated he is a member of a group of U City residents concerned about this City's 
history of being a progressive community at the forefront of many issues, and its potential of 
now being viewed as an example of how special interest groups are using money in an 
attempt to control local municipal governance.   
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It is this group's belief that the large amounts of cash donated by Local Union Paks and two U 
City businessmen will have a negative influence on the legislative processes in this City, and 
that this funding has resulted in a Council majority with probable conflicts of interest between 
their substantial donors and the taxpayers of U City.  This Council will vote on the next 
Firefighter contract; potentially vote to overturn the outsourcing of EMS services, and control 
of Parking Lot No. 4; the last large undeveloped piece of land in the Delmar Loop.  As a 
result, he would like to provide Council with a packet of information and ask that it be entered 
into the public record.  The packet includes a commentary and graph, detailing the following: 

• How since 2014, over $50,000 in campaign contributions from Paks affiliated with 
 Local 2665 have been used to potentially influence the Council majority.   
• How since 2012, businessmen Steve Stone and Dan Wald have contributed over 
 $10,000 directly to sitting members of Council or candidates for Council.   
• How indirectly in 2014, these businessmen donated $6,000 to Firefighter Paks for 
 firefighter supported candidates.   

Mr. Bashkin stated although all of these contributions are legal, they create a genuine conflict 
of interest that needs to be managed in order to avoid the hint of impropriety.   Therefore, it is 
the hope of this assembly of concerned citizens that Council, as well as other U City 
taxpayers, review these materials and begin to see what is happening with big money in local 
politics.   

 
Irv Logan, 1336 Waldron, University City, MO 
Mr. Logan stated that disclosure enables citizens to access the degree of influence on elected 
officials based on the amount of campaign contributions received from any entity.  For that 
reason, he would request that Council draft and approve a Resolution regarding campaign 
contributions to members of U City's Council, as well its Mayor, which declares that:   

• All candidates for elected positions are prohibited from accepting contributions from 
any  individual, association or business entity that is, or potentially will be in the 
foreseeable future, a party to any business matter requiring a Council vote.   
• Campaign contributions in excess of $500 per election, including in-kind and direct 
 expenditures from any employee, Union, or related organization doing business with 
 the City shall be prohibited.   
• If an elected official has accepted contributions in excess of $500 per election, from a 
 party related to any business matter requiring a Council vote, the recipient(s) of those 
 funds shall be required to recuse themselves from participating in that vote.   

 Mr. Logan stated elected officials have a fiduciary duty to act in the best interest of all 
residents.  Voting on matters that involve campaign donors is not only a clear conflict of 
interest but has the potential to expose the taxpayers of this City to undue and costly litigation, 
unless Council develops a proactive policy in this regard.  (Mr. Logan provided Council with a 
study on the ethics commissions created around the country to address some of the issues 
outlined in his comments and asked that it be entered into the record.) 

  
Mayor Welsch apologized for her failure to formally acknowledge and welcome Mr. Rose, at 
the commencement of this meeting.  Mr. Rose, who previously worked in U City from 1997 to 
2001, as the Deputy City Manager, has now returned, and she would like take this opportunity 
to welcome him back to U City. 
 
New City Manager, Gregory Rose, stated it is wonderful to be back, and at this point, would 
like to inform every one of his primary goal, which is to give U City his very best.  He stated 
that he looks forward to getting out in the community, reconnecting with old acquaintances, 
and making new connections.   

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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J. CONSENT AGENDA - (VOTE REQUIRED) 

 
1. Special Use Permit – Loop Ice Carnival –  2 Day Event (January 13 -14) 

 
Citizen's Comments: 
Joe Edwards, 6504 Delmar Blvd., University City, MO 
Mr. Edwards stated the Loop Ice Carnival, which has become a signature event for the Loop 
garnering participants from all over the region, has been expanded to two days this year; 
January 13th and 14th.  He stated that unfortunately, he was not aware that the expansion of 
this event required a vote by Council and due to the deadlines involved had already printed 
10,000 brochures.  So his hope is that Council will overlook this mistake and vote to approve 
the Special Use Permit. 
 As an aside, he stated that the cover of the St. Louis Visitor's Guide will feature The 
Loop Trolley and for the next twelve months, this Guide will be available in every hotel room 
and visitor center throughout the region.  Mr. Edwards thanked Council for their support 
throughout the years on both projects and acknowledged his pleasure with Mr. Rose's return 
to U City.    
 
City Manager, Gregory Rose, stated the Consent Agenda contains items that are considered 
to be routine; do not require discussion, and takes one vote of the Mayor and Council to either 
approve or reject.   
 
Councilmember Carr moved to approve the Special Use Permit, it was seconded by 
Councilmember Glickert and the motion carried unanimously.    

 
2. Annual Dumpster Order (Moved to City Manager's Report) 

  
K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

1. Annual Solid Waste Cart Order. 
  

Mr. Rose stated the City received five bids for the Annual Solid Waste Contract, however, in this 
instance he would not be recommending the lowest responsible bidder for the following reasons: 

1. Failure of the lowest responsible bidder's equipment during the testing phase of this 
process.  

2. A comparison of the second lowest bidder's contract with respect to cost and the 
inclusion of spare parts determined Kelly Equipment to be the second lowest 
responsible bidder.   

 As a result, he is recommending that the contract be awarded to Pat Kelly Equipment Company 
in the amount of $99,435.  Mr. Rose stated that in order to establish a more neutral bidding 
process in the future, he has advised Public Works to make no additional purchases of parts 
once they had exhausted their existing inventory. 
   
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Carr. 
 
Mayor Welsch asked if Public Works' current practice was to purchase the parts as needed or 
maintain them as a part of their normal inventory?  Mr. Rose stated his understanding is that in 
the past, Public Works purchased spare parts on an ongoing basis.  However, if they continue to 
follow that practice the City would never be able to conduct a fair bidding process since the 
value of that inventory would always have to be added to the lowest bidder's proposal.  Mayor 
Welsch asked Mr. Rose if his suggestion going forward is for Public Works to discontinue 
ordering these parts in order to eliminate the impact they would have on next year's bidding 
process?  Mr. Rose stated that was correct.   
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Voice vote on Councilmember Glickert's motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Rose stated this proposal also requires Council to consider the Annual Dumpster Contract.  
The City received a total of three bids and staff's recommendation is that the contract be 
awarded to the lowest responsible bidder; Downing Sales & Services, in the amount of $33,040. 
 
Councilmember Carr moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember McMahon and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

  
L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

BILLS 
 

1. Bill 9348– AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 
COUNTY OF SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI FOR THE PROVISION OF CODE 
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES – EXPLOSIVES CODE.  Bill Number 9348 was read for the 
second and third time. 

 
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Carr. 
 
Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember Carr, Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Crow, Councilmember 
Glickert, Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Jennings and Mayor Welsch. 
Nays:  None. 

 
2. Bill 9349 –  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT WITH 

THE COUNTY OF SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAND 
DISTURBANCE CODE AS ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, MISSOURI.  
Bill Number 9349 was read for the second and third time. 

 
Councilmember Carr moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember McMahon. 
 
Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Crow, Councilmember Glickert, 
Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Jennings, Councilmember Carr and Mayor 
Welsch. 
Nays:  None. 
 

 
M. NEW BUSINESS 

RESOLUTIONS 
BILLS 
 

N. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS 
1. Boards and Commission Appointments Needed 
  Mayor Welsch announced the appointments that were needed. 
2. Council Liaison Reports on Boards and Commissions   

Councilmember Carr expressed enthusiasm over the accomplishments being made by the 
Stormwater Task Force, who are now in the process of collecting data from surrounding 
communities and developing a survey for U City residents to determine the issues they 
have encountered.   
 
Councilmember Carr stated she would like to bid farewell to all of the retiring members on 
the Senior Commission and send a greeting out to all of its new members.  She noted that 
although the Commission has not elected any new officers, her assumption is that this task 
will be accomplished at their next meeting. 
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3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force Minutes 
4. Other Discussions/Business 

 
O. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed) 

 
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilmember Carr stated it has been a long time since the City has; in her opinion, had a 
professional and experienced City Manager to help move U City forward, and in that regard, 
she would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Rose. 
 
Councilmember Glickert stated that a Pep Rally and Registration for elementary students 
interested in playing basketball will be held at the Community Center this Saturday, starting at 
11 a.m.  This event, sponsored by the School District, was initiated to establish the 
community's interest in starting a youth basketball program.  To date, they have approximately 
50 participants; however, their goal is to reach 120 youth, so everyone is encouraged to spread 
the word.   
 
Councilmember Crow stated he would surmise, based on some of the vague comments and 
innuendos made tonight and at previous meetings that the campaign season must be upon us.  
So his hope is that both residents and Council will be in agreement about the need to work 
together to resolve a number of these issues in a manner that is fair to everyone.   
Councilmember Crow stated that after conducting a nationwide search, he is pleased to 
welcome Mr. Rose back to U City.  He stated it is this Council's responsibility to make outreach 
and ensure the residents they represent that it is Council's desire for this new direction to be a 
successful endeavor for all involved.  We need it, we've wanted it and now it is time for all of us 
to move forward together.   
 
Mayor Welsch asked Ms. Reese if she would follow-up with Mr. Bashkin to determine if the 
information he provided can be accessed electronically, and if so, to share that link with 
members of Council.   
  The first committee meeting for Fair U City will be held tomorrow night at 6 p.m. at the 
U City Community Foundation, located inside of the 6900 Delmar Building.  Persons interested 
in volunteering should visit fairucity.com.  Fair U City is an event designed to support the 
Community Foundation in their efforts to offer grants to individuals or groups working for the 
benefit of U City.  Applications for these grants will be accepted until the middle of January and 
can be accessed by visiting ucitycares.org.  

 
Q. ADJOURNMENT 

 Mayor Welsch thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the City Council 
 meeting at 7:01 p.m. 
 
 
 
 LaRette Reese 
 Interim City Clerk 
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