




































Jeff Hales, 7471 Kingsbury, University City, MO 
Mr. Hales stated Ms. Ellen Burn publicized this Resolution on Nextdoor.com and opened 
her post with "Washington, D.C. can't seem to do it, but maybe the U City Council can 
reduce the influence of large financial donations on our local politics." 
     The Bashkin/Logan Report is riddled with incomplete information and is almost 
entirely focused on the campaign finances of four former candidates.  Seeing as this 
report seems to be the impetus for this Resolution, one of the first discussions he 
believes should be conducted, is whether these donations have led to influence and 
conflicts of interest.  Because it would seem incredibly hypocritical if Mayor Welsch and 
Councilmember Glickert, who are seeking to change the rules in the middle of an 
election they have chosen not to participate in, are not willing to hold themselves to the 
code of ethics being presented tonight.   
     Mr. Hales stated in reviewing the 2014 Campaign Finance Reports of the Mayor, 
Councilmember Jennings, and Councilmember Glickert, there are four examples he 
found interesting. 

• Mayor Welsch received a $773.10 donation from Greg Pace.
• Councilmember Glickert received a $470 donation from Mr. Pace.

By your own standards was it unethical for you to vote to outsource EMS given the 
substantial contributions received from the greatest proponent of outsourcing?    

• Councilmembers Jennings and Glickert both received a $500 donation from
Linda Wiggins; the wife of former Councilmember Stephen Kraft.

• In 2010 Mayor Welsch received a $300 donation from Ms. Wiggins
By your own standards did you disclose or recuse yourselves when matters related to 
Councilmember Kraft's behavior were brought before Council during the summer of 
2014? 

• In 2010 Mayor Welsch received a $400 donation from Nancy Georgian
• In 2014 Mayor Welsch received a $250 donation from Ms. Georgian

At the September 12, 2016, meeting Council voted to approve a zoning change and site 
plan for a property owned by the Georgians.  By your own standards Mayor Welsch, did 
you disclose or recuse yourself from that vote? 

• Councilmember Glickert received a $500 donation from Tim O'Donnell
• Councilmember Jennings received a $500 donation from Complete Supplements,

a company organized by Mr. O'Donnell.
Council unanimously agreed to sell Tim O'Donnell a City-owned property located at 
Olive and North and South for about .10 cents on the dollar after the former City 
Manager failed to include the protections recommended by Council in the contract.  By 
your own standards did either of you disclose or recuse yourself from that vote? 
     Mr. Hales stated if this Resolution is passed with the effects being retroactive to 
preclude Councilmembers from voting on matters related to any donor in a prior 
election, shouldn't the penalties be retroactive as well?  A contribution can only be a 
conflict of interest through an individual's own actions, and fortunately, records are 
available to connect the dots.  Maybe these members of Council should share the whole 
store of their finance and voting records and let citizens decide whether or not they carry 
the mantle of campaign finance ethics.  People in glass houses should not throw stones. 
(Mr. Hales stated he would be happy to submit all of these Campaign Finance Reports 
to the City Clerk for the purpose of making them a part of the record.) 

Jerrold Tiers, 7345 Chamberlain, University City, MO 
Mr. Tiers stated even though he is running as a candidate for the 2nd Ward, he is 
here as a citizen who has way too much respect for every member of this Council to believe 
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that any donation given to them has influenced their decisions.  Nevertheless, in the 
future, somebody might be influenced, and that gives one part of this Resolution some 
merit; a limit on campaign contributions.  He stated when he was approached to run for 
office he was provided with an estimate of what it would cost to run a campaign, and 
that estimate was roughly $11,000.  So he can understand how it could create a little bit 
of doubt with respect to influence if a person were to receive a donation that 
represented close to half of that amount.  And the optics; as they say in Washington, are 
terrible.   
     Mr. Tiers stated he is not impressed by the recusal requirement and thinks that if 
the campaign donation limit was established for a reasonable amount you could 
dispense with the recusal effort.  So he would have a certain amount of support for a 
limit on donations, however, it is, among other things, an unreasonable recordkeeping 
request to require a candidate to keep track of everybody who gave them a buck.   

Tim Michels, 7038 Cornell Avenue, University City, MO  
Mr. Michels expressed his deep gratitude and thanks to every member of this Council 
for doing a job that he certainly would not want to do.  First of all, he would like to say 
that he has tried to live his life on the principle of thinking globally, but acting locally.  
With regard to the Resolution before Council, the global context begs a Citizen's United 
Supreme Court decision on campaign funding, which personally, he thinks has been 
one of the most devastating developments in the history of our representative 
democracy.   
But in his opinion, candidate funding should come solely from the people a candidate 
purports to represent; the voters.  In large measure, this helps to eliminate conflicts of 
interest, as well as undue and often, unknown influences from outside parties.  Mr. 
Michels stated he just does not want his candidate to be directly beholding to a PAC.   
     In the long-run, we need to find ways to reign-in the money in politics because what 
he sees is a lot of asymmetrical funding.  And when that occurs, the voice of the voting 
constituents cannot be heard.  The idea that money is free speech effectively relegates 
us individuals to the dustbin, and would argue constitutionally, that citizens suffer from 
unequal representation.  He stated he honestly believes that this disenfranchisement is 
the core reason for low voter turnout in elections.  When voices are too strident, we 
cannot hear each other, and that disables thoughtful and reasonable discourse.  But we 
cannot survive as a community if we cannot respectfully listen to one another.  Mr. 
Michels stated his plea to Council is that this City holds itself to a higher standard than 
what is currently being accepted globally.  Locally, U City can become an agent of 
positive change, redress the problem of voter disenfranchisement, and become an 
example of voter empowerment.  For that reason, he would respectfully request that 
Council unanimously amend the Proposed Ordinance to limit contributions to those from 
direct voters.   

Council's Comments 
Councilmember Smotherson stated one point he wanted to make clear is that there is 
no stranglehold.  And while the Mayor may not be slinging mud on any one person, she 
has definitely muddied the waters.  The reality is that this Resolution was dead upon 
arrival, and thinks the authors knew very well that it would be.  Dead, based on the 160-
page Bashkin/ Logan report.  Dead, based on the Mayor's weekly newsletters.  Dead, 
based on the misleading statements about potential decisions that have not been made, 
and potential conflicts of interest that do not exist.   
     Some of you addressed the fact that you would like to see Council and this City 
move forward, and your hope had been that this Resolution would accomplish that feat.  
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