UNIVERSITY CITY COUNCIL

STUDY SESSION

5th Floor of City Hall

6801 Delmar 

February 12, 2018
5:30 p.m.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

The City Council Study Session was held in Council Chambers on the fifth floor of City Hall, on Monday, February 12, 2018.  Mayor Welsch called the Study Session to order at 5:30 p.m.  In addition, the following members of Council were present:




Councilmember Paulette Carr



Councilmember Steven McMahon



Councilmember Terry Crow



Councilmember Michael Glickert                             





Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson
Also in attendance was City Manager, Gregory Rose; City Attorney, John F. Mulligan, Jr.
Hearing no requests to amend the Agenda, Mayor Welsch proceeded to turn the meeting over to Mr. Rose for discussion around the Legislative Platform.  Mayor Welsch reminded Council that if time permits she would ask for a vote to go into closed session on legal.
AGENDA

(Requested by City Manager)

1. Legislative Platform
Mr. Rose stated that the work session was being conducted to evaluate the draft legislative platform.  The purpose of the platform is to enable Council the opportunity to provide staff with direction on a variety of legislative issues that would come before the state or federal delegations.  Mr. Rose stated his goal is to determine whether Council is in agreement with the draft as presented or if you want information added or removed.  
2018 State Legislative Highlights:

I. Revenues:

The recommendation is to oppose any legislation that reduces shared revenues, State Gas Tax, licensing or franchise fees, or any other source of current revenue for the City.
Recommendation to remove bullet point number two, which is support legislation that protects or enhances the City’s ability to collect construction sales tax at the site of construction sales taxes.  This is not needed; it is consistent with simply opposing any legislation that would reduce the City’s revenues.  The construction sales taxes are the sales taxes you receive when a home is built. 
II. Governance:
The recommendation is to oppose legislation that would erode local control; anything that would reduce or take away the City’s local authority, we would oppose.
III. Quality Services:

Recommend supporting any legislation that enables staff to provide a higher level of services to our citizens.  This could include economic development tools that may not exist today.  Or contrary to that, if they try to weaken the TIF laws, we would be in opposition to that.  Again, anything that would take away Councils local authority would be opposed.

IV. Infrastructure:

Mr. Rose stated that it is his intend to pursue a TIGER Grant application with the federal government.  Along with that, partnerships with the state and perhaps with the county are needed.  He is recommending support legislation that improves transportation and utilities oversite.  Any legislation that would reduce a program such as the TIGER Grant at the federal level or reduce funding for infrastructure at the state level would be opposed. We would be in support of anything that would increase those levels.

V. 2018 Federal Legislative Platform 

The City will seek federal funding for transportation infrastructure projects.  That would include a TIGER Grant or other similar transportation program.  

The City would advocate with the Federal Environmental Protection Agency on the issues that would negatively impact the City of University City.  We are currently having some challenges today with MSD.  Legislation that projects the environment is good. We would be supportive of that as long as it did not negatively impact the City or erode local control.

The City will seek legislation to distribute a portion of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land sales proceeds so long as not to impacted municipalities.

Staff Requested Legislative Activity:

Mr. Rose will seek authorization to pursue a TIGER Grant at the federal level for Olive Blvd.  He believes the process can be started this fiscal year, by simply updating our Federal delegation as to what our general plans are for Olive Blvd.  Normally it takes a substantial amount of time to receive these grants, so if starting updating our state and federal delegation, we will be better off.

The Police department would be supportive of legislation that enhances law enforcement, while protecting taxpayers and maintaining local authority.

Mr. Rose stated that his intent is to develop an overarching legislative program for the City; this is the first step.  By identifying the legislative platform which simply provides the delegation and staff with what Council’s position is on further legislation.

Next Steps:

Include the Legislation Platform on the February 26th Council agenda for your consideration.
(Requested by the City Manager)
Roll-Call vote to go into a Closed Council Session according to RSMo 610.021 (1) Legal actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys. 
Councilmember Glickert moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Carr
Roll Call Vote Was:

Ayes:  Councilmember Carr, Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Crow, Councilmember Glickert, Councilmember Smotherson and Mayor Welsch.

Nays:  None.  
 
Councilmember Jennings was not present at the meeting
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Shelley Welsch closed the study session meeting at 5:42 p.m. to go into a Closed Session on the second floor.  The Closed Session reconvened in an open session at 6:31 p.m.  
LaRette Reese
City Clerk
City of University City 2018 Legislative Platform

Requesting Council Approval

 This 2018 Legislative Platform reflects Council’s legislative positions and priorities on current or anticipated legislative action at both the state and federal levels.  Guided by this legislative platform, staff will take action to influence legislative efforts based on the best interests of the City of University City.  Staff will update Council throughout the legislative session while seeking specific feedback on issues of major importance to the City.

2018 State Legislative Platform

I.  REVENUE AND FINANCE

A. The City will oppose legislation that results in the reduction of revenues collected by the City and support legislation that enhances revenue collections.

· Oppose legislation that reduces shared revenues, State Gas Tax, licensing or franchise fees, or any other source of current revenue for the City.

· Support legislation that protects or enhances the City’s ability to collect construction sales tax at the site of construction and oppose legislation that does not.

· Support legislation that proposes to have cities and towns share in use tax as an offset to any construction sales tax decreases.

B. The City will protect its ability to collect and use property taxes in order to properly manage the operations of the City and to manage growth.

C. The City will support limited legislative corrective action to Development Impact Fee (DIF) law if the corrective action benefits the City’s interest and oppose legislation that does not.

II. GOVERNANCE

A. The City will oppose legislation that reduces the City’s local authority and support legislation that strengthens or increases local control.

· Oppose legislation that creates unfunded mandates and burdensome regulations.

· Oppose legislation that imposes personal liability on Council members for actions taken as part of their official duty, and oppose legislation that increases City liability or requires the City to take on additional indemnity.

III. QUALITY SERVICES

A. The City will support legislation that enhances or incentivizes economic development within the City and oppose legislation that weakens economic development tools.

· Support legislation that provides alternative financing tools in order to bring economic investments to the City.

· Support legislation that leverages tax laws in order to bring economic investments to the City.

B. The City will support legislation that enhances public safety and protection from criminal activity, and oppose any legislation that needlessly reduces public safety or compromises the City’s ability to provide public safety and to protect property utilizing its own local authority.

C. The City will support efforts to increase the ability to provide additional quality parks, recreation and library services and oppose efforts to limit the ability to fund community services.

· Support legislation that allows additional options to participate in cost sharing and to finance municipal recreational infrastructure.

· Support all aspects of Community Development Block Grants (CDBG).

D. The City will support legislation that advances responsive and high quality health and human service practices and delivery to people living in and around University City, and oppose legislation that negatively impacts these services.

· Support legislation that brings additional services and cost effective resources to our senior and veteran population.

· Support legislation that increases health care access to the City’s residents.

IV. INFRASTRUCTURE

A.  The City will support legislation that advances the planning, design and completion of transportation infrastructure and oppose legislation that will hinder completion of transportation infrastructure.

· Support legislation that creates additional funding options or revenue sources for transportation infrastructure including private-public partnerships and new revenue streams.

· Support legislation that reduces or repeals unnecessary or redundant regulatory requirements.

B. The City will support legislation that enhances the City’s ability to provide or oversee safe and affordable utility services while protecting the health, safety, and public welfare of the people within the City, and oppose any legislation that needlessly reduces the safety and affordability of utilities or compromises the City’s oversight authority.

V. 2017 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

A. The City will seek federal funding for transportation infrastructure projects.

B. The City will advocate for continued federal support of the TIGER Grant or similar transportation program.

C. The City will advocate with the Federal Environmental Protection Agency on issues negatively impacting the City of University City.

VI. STAFF REQUSTED LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

	Activity
	Requesting Department

	Support legislation that improves health, wellness, literacy and information access.
	City Manager’s Office

	Support legislation that enhances the efficiency and effectiveness of law enforcement, while protecting taxpayers and maintaining local authority.

· Prioritize resources to combat Violent Crime

· Federal Sentencing Reform and Reducing Unnecessary Incarceration


	Police
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