
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of 
City Hall, on Monday, November 12, 2018, Mayor Terry Crow called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
B. ROLL CALL 

In addition to the Mayor, the following members of Council were present: 
       

           Councilmember Stacy Clay  
      Councilmember Paulette Carr 
      Councilmember Steven McMahon 

           Councilmember Jeffrey Hales 
           Councilmember Tim Cusick 
           Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson 

         
Also in attendance were City Manager, Gregory Rose, and City Attorney, John F. 
Mulligan, Jr. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Hearing no changes, Mr. McMahon moved to approve the agenda as presented, 
seconded by Mr. Hales and the motion carried unanimously. 

  
D. PROCLAMATIONS 

 
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. October 8, 2018, Study Session minutes – (CBIZ), were moved by Mr. 
Smotherson, seconded by Ms. Carr and the motion carried unanimously. 

2. October 22, 2018, Regular Session minutes were moved by Ms. Carr, seconded 
by Mr. Cusick, and the motion carried unanimously. 

3. October 22, Study Session Minutes – (Solid Waste and ITN Gateway), were 
moved by Mr. Smotherson, seconded by Mr. Hales and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
F. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

1. Karla Teeters Brown is nominated to the Arts and Letters Commission as a fill-in 
replacing Stephanie Schlaifer’s unexpired term by Councilmember Tim Cusick, it 
was seconded by Ms. Carr and the motion carried unanimously. 

2. Richard Ruderer was nominated for re-appointment to the CALOP Commission by 
Councilmember Steve McMahon, it was seconded by Mr. Hales and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

3. Patricia McQueen was nominated for re-appointment to the CALOP Commission 
by Councilmember Steve McMahon, it was seconded by Mr. Cusick and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
G. SWEARING IN TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY HALL, Fifth Floor 

 6801 Delmar Blvd. 
University City, Missouri 63130 
Monday, November 12, 2018 

6:30 p.m. 
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H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed) 
Aren Ginsberg, 430 West Point Court, University City, MO 
Ms. Ginsberg thanked Council for all of their hard work on behalf of this community.  
Your persistence and due diligence means Wash U will finally be asked to pay their 
fair share; Olive will be redeveloped for the benefit of the 3rd Ward and International 
Business District; MSD is revising their sanitary storage facility project, and with the 
help of a Federal SAFER Grant the municipal fire and emergency response staffing 
will be restored.   
 She stated thirty-five residents have now signed up to be community cat 
activists.  Fifteen cats have been successfully neutered, vaccinated, and returned to 
the community, and eight additional cats are scheduled for treatment within the 
coming week.  Unfortunately, U City's Ordinances put these compassionate 
neighbors at risk for providing food, shelter and veterinary care for these community 
cats and would respectfully request that Council revise Section 210.40; Keeping More 
Than Two Animals Per Tract of Land; Section 210.60; Impounding Animals At-large, 
and Section 210.90; Animal Abandonment.  They also respectfully request that City 
Council adopt a community cat ordinance.  Ms. Ginsberg stated she will be sharing a 
copy of the International City and County Management Association's booklet on 
Managing Community Cats with Ms. Reese.   
 
Donna McGhee, 7594 Melrose, University City, MO 
Ms. McGhee stated although she is thankful that a portion of the sidewalk has been 
repaired, the tree located in front of her home is still a hazard.  It is now November 
and the tree has not been pruned; branches are still hanging in the street and over 
her roof, causing a risk to property, pets, and human life, therefore, she would like to 
see this tree cut down and replaced with a smaller tree.  Ms. McGhee stated she 
would continue to address this issue with the Urban Forestry Commission in spite of 
her belief that they failed to take her appeal seriously.  However, if this Commission 
has pertinent criteria she would ask that it be addressed so she can provide the 
proper feedback.   

 
Eleanor Jennings, 7055 Forsyth, University City, MO 

Ms. Jennings stated the streetlights on Forsyth from Big Bend to Our Lady of Lourdes 
are no longer working.  However, after contacting City Hall and Washington 
University's Neighborhood Liaison, who both informed her ten days ago that they 
would report the problem to Ameren; and then personally calling Ameren, the lights 
are still not operational.  So she thought this was something the City should be aware 
of since it poses a real safety concern.  

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

  
J. CONSENT AGENDA – Vote Required 

1. Sewer Lateral Program Loan 
2. Printer Lease Renewal Contract 
3. US Army Corps of Engineering – Letter of Intent 
4. FY16 Community Development Block Grant Amendment/Reallocation - Sidewalk 

& Curb  
 

Ms. Carr moved to approve all four items, it was seconded by Mr. Hales and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
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K. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

1. Rezoning – 1167 Remley Ct. 
Mr. Rose stated staff is asking Council to consider a Zoning Map amendment, rezoning 
1167 Remley Court from General Commercial to Single Family Residential.  This is 
being recommended for approval by both the Planning Commission and City Manager. 
 
Ms. Carr moved to approve, it was seconded by Mr. Cusick and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

2. West Loop Community Improvement District (CID) Task Force & Funding 
Mr. Rose stated staff is asking Council to consider formalizing the informal Task Force 
charged with exploring the feasibility of creating a West Loop Community Improvement 
District (CID) and its structure.  Should Council agree with the Task Force's 
recommendation to create a CID, an amount not to exceed $35,000 has been 
committed to cover expenses associated with formulating its structure. 
 
Ms. Carr moved to approve, it was seconded by Mr. Clay.   
 
Mr. Smotherson asked if the West Loop Community Improvement District is what is 
now known as the Delmar Loop?  Mayor Crow stated that it is.  He further explained 
that the name was derived from U City business owners who wanted to distinguish 
themselves from businesses located in the Eastern portion of the Loop.    
 
Mr. Smotherson asked Mr. Rose if he would provide him with details regarding the 
purpose of the CID?  Mr. Rose stated there are two objectives. 

1. To make sure that Loop property owners being assessed a higher rate are 
supportive of creating a CID, and  

2. To determine what an equitable CID structure should consist of with respect to 
the Board and its officers.  

Mr. Rose stated the intent of the CID is to further improvements within the Loop Special 
Business District, with part of these improvements being funded by the City, along with 
a matched amount from members of the CID.   The goal is to increase the amount of 
revenues used to cover infrastructure, policing, maintenance, et cetera, within the Loop 
Special Business District.   
 
Mayor Crow stated the property owners want to assess an additional tax on themselves 
that will be remunerated into the CID and used to make improvements.  However, the 
$35,000 commitment represents funds that were originally allocated by the previous 
administration but never utilized.   
 
Ms. Carr stated in 2013, $40,000 in EDRST funds were set aside to pay for legal 
expenses associated with advising U City Loop property owners on establishing a CID.  
The initial concept was to establish a CID similar to the City's where everything is done 
at the same time and at some point, incorporate a 353 overlay corporation with inter-
jurisdictional rights.   This concept was rejected by both Council and the property 
owners.  And ultimately, it was brought to the City's attention that the individuals who 
eventually started to work on developing the structure were not empowered to do so 
since the $40,000 set aside had not been properly encumbered.  So the bottom line is 
that this is a promise that was made quite some time ago that is now being revisited 
and cleaned up. 
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Mr. Clay asked what if any activity had occurred thus far, and if these were new dollars 
coming in?    Mr. Rose stated the initial funding was allocated, but not carried forward 
as a part of the budget process.  Thereafter, the funds were returned to the EDRST 
reserve and now needs action by Council for reallocation.  He stated the informal task 
force has been working very hard to identify a reasonable structure for the CID, and 
based on their occasional need to seek guidance that work has resulted in the accrual 
of some legal fees.     
 
Ms. Carr asked if Council was being asked to officially establish the Task Force to look 
at the feasibility of a CID; make a determination based on their recommendation, and if 
it is deemed feasible, to reallocate the funding?   Mr. Rose stated that is staff's intent.   
 
Voice vote on Ms. Carr's motion carried unanimously.    

 
L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 BILLS 
 
1. BILL 9368 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

CONTRACT WITH ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI FOR NEXT GENERATION 9-
1-1 SERVICE.  Bill Number 9368 read for the second and third time. 

 
Mr. Smotherson moved to approve, it was seconded by Ms. Carr. 
 
Mr. Clay stated he was curious about the portion of Council's review which states that 
this service will enable text and video to 9-1-1.   
 
Chief of Police, Larry Hampton stated individuals will now be able to text their 
emergency to departments that have this equipment and provide their own dispatchers 
for police, EMS, and fire.   
 
Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Ms. Carr, Mr. McMahon, Mr. Hales, Mr. Cusick, Mr. Smotherson, Mr. Clay and 
Mayor Crow.   
Nays:  None.  
 

M. NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
BILLS 
        Introduced by Councilmember Hales 
1. BILL 9369 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SCHEDULE III OF THE TRAFFIC 

CODE, TO REVISE TRAFFIC REGULATION AS PROVIDED HEREIN (Restricted 
ParkingJackson Ave.)  Bill Number 9369 was read for the first time. 
 
Introduced by Councilmember Carr 

2. BILL 9370 - AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A PORTION OF THE CITY OF 
UNIVERSITY CITY, MISSOURI, AS A REDEVELOPMENT AREA; APPROVING 
THE OLIVE BOULEVARD COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR AND RESIDENTIAL 
CONSERVATION REDEVELOPMENT PLAN; AND MAKING FINDINGS 
RELATED THERETO.  Bill Number 9370 was read for the first time. 
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Citizen's Comments 
Sonya Pointer, 8039 Canton Avenue, University City, MO 
Ms. Pointer stated her comments are directed to all of the Bills related to the TIF 
Redevelopment Project.   She stated she is against this project mainly because of the 
City's refusal to provide residents with an opportunity to properly vet this plan, and her 
belief that this redevelopment will lead to gentrification of the 3rd Ward.  She also thinks 
that any member of Council who has purchased rental or income property in the 3rd 
Ward within the last three years should recuse themselves from voting on these Bills. 
 Ms. Pointer reiterated some of the concerns and suggestions expressed by residents 
at the last 3rd Ward meeting: 

1. The creation of an independent Equity Board appointed by residents with the 
power to distribute all funding allocated to the 3rd Ward as a result of this project  

2. That residential taxes be frozen; especially for the most vulnerable population 
groups 

3. That affordable housing be made available for both home buyers and renters 
4. That a living wage be established for all workers associated with this project. 
5. That construction workers reflect the demographics of U City 
6. That job training be made available to residents 
7. That the Ban the Box movement be incorporated to allow felons an opportunity to 

participate in employment opportunities 
8. That NOVUS provide proof of funding to ensure their ability to complete the 

project  
9. That any additional funding garnered from this redevelopment goes back into the 

3rd Ward 
10. That eminent domain not be utilized for property owners and small businesses  
11. That an alternative plan be disclosed in the event this development does not 

materialize. 
12. That any redevelopment plans for Olive Blvd meet the needs of all residents 

  
Jan Adams, 7150 Cambridge Avenue, University City, MO 
Ms. Adams stated at the last Council meeting a citizen recommended that Council 
consider a list of thirteen suggestions for spending the anticipated 10 million dollar 
allocation from the TIF Funds based on a post in the social media platform entitled "U 
City on the Record".  To clarify, UCOTR is a Facebook group administered by the wife 
of Councilmember Steve McMahon; wherein the administrators subjectively ban posts 
they don't like, and allow their members to falsely impugn others; who they know will not 
be able to respond, by name.  In this specific instance, Jeff Hales, who attended the 
hearing on her equity claim to prevent taxpayers' funds from being used to defend and 
settle certain personal lawsuits against individual Councilmembers, misrepresented 
what took place during the hearing.  His post on UCOTR stated that she (Ms. Adams) 
did not know the applicable court rule.  When in reality, it was Judge Judy Draper that 
did not know the applicable rule, and in fact, handed me (Ms. Adams) her rule book and 
asked me to find the rule for her (Judge Draper).  Moreover, as documented by the St. 
Louis Post Dispatch, Judge Draper's lack of knowledge was the basis for her recent 
failure to retain her Judgeship.   Ms. Adams stated that she was prevented from 
correcting the false information contained in Mr. Hales' post by the administrator; Mrs. 
McMahon.   As a result of these actions, her opinion is that UCOTR is simply a forum for 
political propaganda.   And as the consultant hired by the City expressly stated in his 
presentation of best practices for good governance, Council and this administration 
should not participate in this type of social media campaign for their own personal, 
political gain.    
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With respect to the Ordinances being introduced tonight, Ms. Adams stated her belief is 
that they are poorly drafted and egregiously incomplete.  

• Page 1 reads, "Whereas, the development plan 'envisions' what the development 
will be".  How do you legislate and enforce seven visions in an Ordinance?  What 
happens when new Councilmembers, with different visions, are elected into 
office?  Ms. Adams stated this is exactly why residents need a CBA.   

• Under "Findings" on Page 2, Paragraph D reads, "The City has developed a plan 
for relocation assistance".   Ms. Adams stated she has never seen such a plan 
and it was not included in the exhibits to the Ordinance.  And instead of publishing 
the exhibits, interested parties are simply "offered" access to them via the City 
Clerk's Office.  However, since the notice was published at 4:38 p.m. on Friday 
afternoon, it is not likely that anyone would have had an opportunity to read this 
crucial information within the required 48 hours before tonight's meeting.   

Ms. Adams stated today she spent six hours trying to obtain copies of the exhibits set 
out in the Ordinance.  And when she was finally able to review the documents in the 
Clerk's Office what she discovered was a number of unidentified documents inside a 
three-ring binder.  She stated while she is certain Councilmember McMahon knows the 
proper way to incorporate exhibits into an Ordinance and would presume that Mayor 
Crow knows, in their current state, these pages can easily be replaced by anyone at any 
time with a desire to obfuscate what this Council is purporting to do.  Therefore, she 
concluded that this was an intentional anomaly to avoid accountability.   
 Ms. Adams stated she was also able to confirm; through the City Manager, that there 
is no Plan for Relocation Assistance as referenced in the Ordinance, which causes her 
to question, once again, whether this City is receiving competent legal advice on this 
process.   (Ms. Adams asked that her written comments be attached to the minutes.) 
 
Don Fitz, 720 Harvard, University City, MO 
Mr. Fitz stated he found it to be very disturbing to come to Council meetings and watch 
a group of Councilmembers in the previous administration ignore concerns expressed 
about privatizing the City's ambulance service, and extremely appalling to watch as 
Shelley Welsch victimized and denigrated Councilmembers Carr and Crow.  As a result, 
he worked diligently to elect members of Council who opposed the political machine of 
Mayor Welsch.  He stated the reason he had taken this posture, is because his 
assumption was that when the opposition became the majority it would fundamentally 
change the policies in U City, as well as Council's willingness to listen to those who 
expressed concerns without demeaning them.   
However, here he is today, disturbed by the fact that the Olive/I-170 Redevelopment 
Project was presented shortly after the election with no prior indications that it would; 

1. Undermine minority businesses in the 3rd Ward;  
2. Change the nature of U City by focusing on giveaways to big businesses rather 

than family-owned businesses, and 
3. That it would give away tens of millions of dollars to super-rich corporations 

Mr. Fitz stated once again, he is appalled to hear this plan being presented as a final 
deal with no compromise; much like the deal he and most of the people in this room 
witnessed with the City's ambulance service.  Instead of examining very reasonable 
requests, we see the victimization of those questioning Council's decisions.  The faces 
have changed, but the policies and practices of the old political machine appear to be 
the same.  
 Mr. Fitz stated before a vote is taken on this issue, he would like to request that City 
Council allow its citizens to vote on these proposals.   
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And even though he knows that this may seem like a ridiculous request, the sole 
purpose of making it is to ensure that somewhere down the line, the citizens of U City 
will be able to see that a request for a democratic vote was made; and refused, on the 
most divisive issue that has ever come before this Council.   
 
Phyllis Hardy, 421 Rayburn Avenue, Sunset Hills, MO 
Ms. Hardy stated she is concerned for the residents and business owners in the 
development area because almost thirteen years ago, NOVUS Development tried to 
take her property when the Sunset Hills Board of Aldermen made the same mistake, this 
Council is about to make; they listened to the developer instead of their citizens.  She 
stated it took several years before the residents eventually won this battle with the help 
of the Institute of Justice, but she will never forget the destruction NOVUS caused in her 
neighborhood.  In fact, after the City's defeat, most of the Aldermen acknowledged that 
they should have never tried to force this development on their residents and 
businesses.  And the Mayor admitted in a February 15, 2006, Post Dispatch article that, 
"NOVUS had misled the City because the accuracy of their proposal did not meet the 
standards needed."   And at the next principal Sunset Hills election, the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen were either voted out of office or refused to run again.   
 Ms. Hardy stated she has expressed the need to protect the property rights of U 
City's citizens and businesses at previous meetings, but since it seems as though this 
Council does not care about those rights, she would like to remind them about the 
financial dangers.  She stated in spite of the fact that her previous request for a copy of 
the full set of projections and offer to analyze the PGAV financials were rejected, it is 
easy to see that the projections U City is relying on are overstated.  And if more 
accurate assumptions were used the project would show that the TIF cannot be paid in 
the twenty-three-year time frame required by law, making the assumptions invalid.  So 
her recommendation to Council is that they insist on receiving proof of bank or private 
equity financing for this project; not a letter of interest, before casting a vote.  
 Ms. Hardy stated much like U City, Sunset Hills made the mistake of relying on 
overstated projections because NOVUS had led the City to believe that they had 
financing for their project; when in fact, the only thing they had was a letter of interest 
from a bank, not a firm commitment.  So when it came time to buyout properties there 
was no financing and homeowners and small businesses were left in a bind.  Some 
were even left with two mortgages because they had purchased a new home based on 
the assumption that their old home would be purchased by NOVUS.  So in conclusion, 
she would urge Council to do the right thing by not voting until there is solid proof of 
approved financing for this project.   
 
Tom Sullivan, 751 Syracuse Avenue, University City, MO 
Mr. Sullivan stated he is opposed to the Olive/I-170 development because he thinks it is 
a terrible proposal and a bad deal for U City taxpayers who are being asked to pay 10 
million dollars more than the developer is obligated to pay.  He stated that a 
development this big should have been put to a vote by residents.  Instead, this Council 
has opted to tell residents and business owners in this area of development that they 
are expendable by kicking them out of their homes and buildings, which is the worst 
thing U City has ever attempted.  But most incredible of all, has been the deception and 
outright lies.  Never has there been a more dishonest Mayor on City Council than the 
one we have today.   
 When the proposal was first announced it was said that eminent domain would only 
be used for Public Storage; yet several other businesses have now been impacted.   
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This project which has been promoted as the virtual savior for U City has been designed 
to bulldoze 50 acres consisting of thriving businesses, while the Loop, with its many 
vacant storefronts, continues to decline.   Mr. Sullivan stated U City has been a City in 
decline for years and there are three major reasons why this redemption strategy will not 
resolve this City's problems: 

1. Crime 
2. The U City School District; which has some of the worst schools in the area, is 

ranked No. 47 out of 50 school districts in State test scores 
3. Poor City management.  There has been one costly screw up after another.  The 

biggest mistake sits right next door; the trailer park police station that has cost the 
City millions of dollars, and of course, the Loop Trolley Project, which has been an 
absolute disaster.  

 
      Introduced by Councilmember Smotherson 
3. BILL 9371 –AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

FOR REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA 1 OF THE OLIVE BOULEVARD 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR AND RESIDENTIAL CONSERVATION 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA; ADOPTING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING WITH 
RESPECT THERETO; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS BY CITY 
OFFICIALS.  Bill Number 9371 was read for the first time. 

 
Jan Adams, 7150 Cambridge Avenue, University City, MO 
Ms. Adams stated that her previous comments also pertained to this Bill.  As such, she 
would conclude by saying that this Council's failure to uniformly introduce these 
Ordinances in accordance with both the MO Sunshine Laws and Council's own rules 
and procedures does not instill confidence in this administration's ability to direct such a 
major redevelopment project.  Therefore, she would urge Council to slow down and 
proceed with caution before destroying homes; neighborhoods, and businesses, without 
allowing the due process that citizens are entitled to, to occur.   
       
      Introduced by Councilmember Carr 
4. BILL 9372 –AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

FOR REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA 2 OF THE OLIVE BOULEVARD 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR AND RESIDENTIAL CONSERVATION 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA; ADOPTING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING WITH 
RESPECT THERETO; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS BY CITY 
OFFICIALS.  Bill Number 9372 was read for the first time. 
 

      Introduced by Councilmember Carr 
5. BILL 9373 - AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

FOR REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA 3 OF THE OLIVE BOULEVARD 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR AND RESIDENTIAL CONSERVATION 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA; ADOPTING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING WITH 
RESPECT THERETO; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS BY CITY 
OFFICIALS.  Bill Number 9373 was read for the first time. 
 

N. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS 
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed 
2. Council Liaison Reports on Boards and Commissions 

Ms. Carr stated first, she would like to applaud Councilmember Smotherson for his 
article in the recent Holiday Issue of ROARS.   
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And second, she would like to draw everyone's attention to the centerfold of this 
issue which contains a survey by the Stormwater Task Force.  Ms. Carr stated that 
the Stormwater Task Force was established to develop an inventory of the 
stormwater problems plaguing U City and have reached a point where they need 
your help to complete this task.  So, they are asking that anyone who has 
experienced any kind of flooding on their property or even a sidewalk, to please fill 
out this survey and return it to them so that they can collect the data and present 
an interim report to Council.  (The survey can also be found online at the City's 
website.) 
 
Mr. Smotherson reminded everyone that the Arts & Letters Commission will be 
holding a reception for their Returning Artists Series on Wednesday, at 7 p.m., at 
the High School.  This year's event will feature Jeffrey Anderson; Class of '75.   
 
Mr. Cusick stated earlier this evening Council heard a presentation from the Library 
Board concerning the future of the City's public library.  As such, they will be 
holding two additional Focus Group meetings to garner public input on various 
aspects of the Library, and the dates and times for these meetings can be found in 
the issue of ROARS previously identified by Councilmember Carr.  Mr. Cusick 
encouraged everyone to participate in these important discussions.   
 

3. Boards, Commissions and Task Force Minutes 
4. Other Discussions/Business 

 
O. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed) 

 
P. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Mr. Clay stated one of the great benefits of municipal representative government is that 
often the things that happen to those you represent also happen to you because the 
area you represent is so small.  So he would like to revisit something that his 
colleagues, Councilmembers Smotherson and Cusick have brought up the past, and 
that is the City's role; if any, in monitoring the activities of utilities performing necessary 
work within the community.   
 He stated on Midland Drive; which is the street he lives on, MO American Water 
commenced work to replace a water main.  During that process, the company reached 
out to individual residents and asked if they would like their pipes that lead from the 
house to the main; which in many cases are lead, replaced.  He stated that he and 
several residents on his street took them up on the offer, but what they later found out 
was that the replacement of steps, grass or any areas impacted by this construction 
was far less than adequate.   Mr. Clay stated his intent is to follow up with the City 
Manager to discuss how the City can work with these utilities to make sure that when 
they repair and replace, those repairs and replacements are at least as good as what 
was there before.  And he will also continue to keep Council apprised of these 
conversations since this situation is reflective of what other citizens have experienced 
throughout the City.   
 
Mr. Cusick informed Mrs. Jennings that he has had streetlights out along the south side 
of Delmar between North and South for several months.  As a result, he is certain that 
the City Manager and staff are aware of all of the outages and they have been diligently 
working with Ameren to get the light repairs.   
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The apparent problem associated with making these repairs is that Ameren does not 
know where some the lines are located and that has resulted in them having to obtain 
permits from St. Louis County in order to run new lines.    
 He stated that recently, he completed the Citizen's Police Academy and would like 
to commend the Police Chief and his staff for hosting this wonderful program.  Mr. 
Cusick stated the one thing that really resonated with him is the psychological training 
that these men and women in uniform have to go through in order to be mentally 
prepared when responding to calls because they never know what type of situation they 
will be faced with.  The Academy is held twice a year, with another class starting in the 
spring, so he would encourage anyone interested in gaining a better understanding of 
how this Department works within the community to attend. 
 Mr. Cusick held up a bag that was left on his front door and stated that the Boy 
Scouts of America would be back next Saturday to pick up all of the items placed in 
these bags.  So he would ask everyone to support their annual food drive that helps to 
feed the hungry  
 Mr. Cusick stated with the onset of inclement weather, he would also like to remind 
everyone to put salt down on their sidewalks.  And for our four-legged friends, they now 
make salt that is pet-friendly and won't harm your animal's feet.  So be sure to read the 
front of the bag before you make a purchase.   
 
Ms. Carr stated Nina Ganci, the owner of Skif International, is in the process of 
expanding her business to U City's International District at 8100 Olive.  She stated in 
the interest of full disclosure, Nina is her sister-in-law, and they have been discussing 
her move to U City since early this summer during the TIF hearings; which by the way, 
lasted 90 days and not four hours as the ambulance outsourcing did.   
 Skif's first big break came in 1999 when it designed over 90 sweaters for the 
popular science fiction film, "The Matrix," but those who have experienced Skif know 
that there is much more to this company's claim to fame.  No two garments are exactly 
alike.  Each piece is handcrafted by a team of artists who all share a commitment to 
quality, environmental responsibility, and being made in American.  There is also a St. 
Louis Fashion Incubator for emerging designers at Nina's Hill location; which is 
something that could be a great asset for U City.    
 Ms. Carr stated while Nina is excited about this expansion, the main reason she 
considered bringing her business to U City is the ability to add her Italian heritage to the 
City's Asian, African, and Caribbean businesses encompassed within the International 
District.  Ms. Carr stated this is really a big deal in terms of adding something unique to 
Olive and their goal is to open as early as December.  So in anticipation of the growth 
she expects to take place on Olive, she would like to welcome Skif to U City. 
  
Mr. Hales stated he can vividly recall what he believes were truly controversial issues 
on this Council prior to his appointment, but he has not seen; and does not think 
anyone else in this room has ever seen the level of concern and outrage that was 
expressed a few years ago in these chambers when there was literally standing room 
only.  So while he understands, appreciates, and respects, everyone who is not in 
support of this redevelopment, during the six months that he has been on Council he 
can honestly say he has received more emails in the last three weeks about feral cats 
then he has on anyone's opposition to this project.   Particularly as it relates to the 1st 
Ward; which he and Steve have discussed, they can both unequivocally state that they 
have received far more correspondence illustrating tremendous support for this 
redevelopment.   
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Mr. Hales stated while it is always nice to get an honorable mention about something 
he said at some point in history, he believes the comment referenced by Ms. Adams 
was from a Facebook post on March 2, 2017.   And although he is not above admitting 
to anyone that he made a mistake, his comment appears to be factual.  However, he 
would be more than happy to discuss this with Ms. Adams after the meeting if she still 
believes that he has misrepresented the facts.    
 
Mayor Crow stated his hope is that this Council will always be willing to listen to people 
who they may not be on the same page with and that no person ever feels as though 
their ideas, opinions, or their person is denigrated in any way.  But the one thing he 
thinks needs to be said, is that even though someone may not be in agreement, doesn't 
mean they aren't listening.   And comments that use the pronoun "We," as in "We 
demand this," or "We demand that," do not necessarily mean there's a large group of 
individuals out there expressing these sentiments; especially when it's always the same 
person making these comments over and over again.   Mayor Crow stated he also 
thinks the comparisons being made about this redevelopment and the outsourcing of 
EMS, are extremely incommensurable.  The Olive/I-170 Project has literally consisted 
of one hearing after another with roughly 600 people all having the opportunity to voice 
their concerns on multiple occasions.  While on the other hand, the outsourcing of EMS 
occurred at a moment's notice, during a packed Council meeting where virtually every 
single person in attendance was in opposition.   
 Mayor Crow stated he is willing to accept that he may not share the same views on 
a particular issue, but that's okay because that's what these meetings are designed for; 
open discussions.  In fact, that's why an awful lot of people are celebrating Veteran's 
Day because the folks, who served in World War I, II, and every war since that time 
fought to ensure that all of us would have a right to voice our concerns, and in the end, 
treat each other with respect.    
 

Mr. Clay moved to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded by Mr. Hales and the motion 
carried unanimously.   

 
Q. ADJOURNMENT   
 Mayor Crow closed the regular City Council meeting at 7:33 p. m. 
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