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A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held on the fifth floor of City Hall, on 
Monday, February 24, 2020, in the absence of Terry Crow, Mayor Pro Tem Paulette Carr called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 
B. ROLL CALL 

In addition to the Mayor Pro Tem, the following members of Council were present: 
       

   Councilmember Stacy Clay 
   Councilmember Steven McMahon; (Excused) 
   Councilmember Jeffrey Hales 
   Councilmember Tim Cusick 
   Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson 

         
Also, in attendance were City Manager, Gregory Rose, and City Attorney, John F. Mulligan, Jr. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mr. Rose requested that Items I (1), L (2), and M (1) be removed from the Agenda and reposted at 
a later date. 
 

Councilmember Cusick moved to approve the Agenda as amended, it was seconded by 
Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried unanimously.    

 
D. PROCLAMATIONS 

1. 100th Anniversary 19th Amendment – A declaration commemorating the 100th Anniversary of 
the Women’s Constitutional Right to Vote and founding of the League of Women Voters. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carr read the attached proclamation into the record. 

 
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. January 27, 2020, Study Session Minutes; Storm Water Task Force Report were moved by 
Councilmember Clay, it was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

2. January 27, 2020, Regular Meeting Minutes were moved by Councilmember Hales, it was 
seconded by Councilmember Clay and the motion carried unanimously. 

3. February 10, 2020, Study Session Minutes; Hotel Feasibility and Scooters were moved by 
Councilmember Smotherson, it was seconded by Councilmember Clay and the motion carried 
unanimously.  

4. February 10, 2020, Regular Meeting Minutes were moved by Councilmember Smotherson, it 
was seconded by Councilmember Clay and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
F. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

1. Patricia McQueen is nominated to the Plan Commission as a fill-in replacing Cynthia Head 
(1/1/20-1/1/23) by Councilmember Clay, it was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson. 
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Councilmember Cusick stated his understanding is that Ms. McQueen resigned from CALOP in order 
to participate on this Commission.  So he would like to personally thank Ms. McQueen for her many 
years of service on CALOP and continued interest in supporting this community.   
 
Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously. 

 
G. SWEARING IN TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

 
H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (Total of 15 minutes allowed) 

Aren Ginsberg, 430 West Point Court, University City, MO 
Ms. Ginsberg stated last week a U City resident was threatened with fines for feeding fixed feral 
cats.  In response, the U City Trap, Neuter, Vaccine & Return (TNR) volunteers would respectfully 
like to share this Petition signed by more than 600 cat advocates in support of a Protective TNR 
Ordinance for U City.  Unfortunately, the feeding, sheltering, and veterinary care of fixed feral cats 
by compassionate neighbors is not protected under the current Municipal Code.  So today, these 
folks risk expensive fines and their neutered and vaccinated cats are in danger of euthanasia.   
 Ms. Ginsberg stated U City's TNR was formed in October of 2018, and since that time 
volunteers have successfully,  

•  Trapped, neutered, and vaccinated more than 50 community cats; 
•  Partnered with local rescue groups; 
•  Found furr-ever homes for 12 U City strays, and 
•  Shared the ICMA's Guide to Managing Community Cats, along with dozens of articles to 

show how TNR effectively stabilizes and reduces feral cat populations 
Her belief is that TNR addresses neighborhood safety concerns and has effectively saved taxpayer 
dollars.  Therefore, she would respectfully ask U City to adopt a Protective TNR Ordinance.   
 
Donna McGhee, 7584 Melrose, University City, MO 
Ms. McGhee stated in addition to the constant debris created by the huge Sycamore Tree that 
extends across her property line, recently, two "widow-maker" branches fell down on her driveway.  
In forestry terms "widow-maker" refers to detached or broken limbs that can create hazardous 
conditions, including fatalities to forestry workers, neighbors, property, and pets.  She stated while 
she is appreciative of Mr. Dunkle, Mr. Alpaslan, and the members of their staff who have always 
been very attentive to her concerns, she wants to make sure the City is aware that the condition of 
this tree could result in some serious liability issues.  The bottom line is that she would love to have 
this tree removed from the base of her driveway and replaced with a smaller seedling that she 
would even be willing to pay for. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Zoning Map Amendment – 8400 Delmar Blvd. (Applicant - ALPS Acquisition, LLC); (Removed) 
 

J. CONSENT AGENDA – Vote Required 
1. Hotel Feasibility Study Acceptance (HVS Consulting) 

 
Councilmember Clay moved to approve the Consent Agenda, it was seconded by Councilmember 
Cusick. 
 
Councilmember Smotherson asked Mr. Rose why Council's approval was needed for this study?  Mr. 
Rose stated the Study was initially presented to Council in a draft format.  So Council's acceptance 
acknowledges that the study has been completed, all remaining payments to HVS Consulting can be 
processed, and staff now has the approval to use this study as a marketing tool that can be provided 
to developers who express an interest in building a hotel within the City.  Councilmember Smotherson 
questioned whether this was a commitment from Council to pay for the Study?  Mr. Rose stated while 
it does enable staff with the authority to finalize all payments, it's also Council's okay to use the study 
as a marketing tool.   E - 3 - 2
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As you are aware, Wash U is considering development options for land located on Forsyth, so a copy 
of this study will be provided to them as an incentive to at least think about including a hotel as part of 
their development.   
 
Councilmember Clay stated initially that same question had come to mind until he thought about the 
School Board's acceptance of similar reports or studies.   Because absent the Board's official adoption 
of a document, its contents could not be referenced or used for the purposes articulated by the City 
Manager.   
 
Voice vote on the motion to approve the Consent Agenda carried unanimously. 
 

K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
1. Loop Ice Carnival Budget Review 

 
Mr. Rose stated staff is recommending that Council consider The Loop Ice Carnival Budget Review 
that will be presented by Mr. Schmidt of the LSBD Board.  
 
Mr. Schmidt stated the total cost for The Loop Ice Carnival which was held in January of this year, is 
$67,241.26.  To reduce the overall costs this amount will be split 50/50 between the LSBD and The 
East Loop CID.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carr asked Mr. Rose if these budget requests were typically considered before or 
after the event?  Mr. Rose stated in the future, the practice will be to present requests for funding prior 
to the event.   Mayor Pro Tem Carr asked if a vote of Council was required at this time?  Mr. Rose 
stated if there are no objections, staff will make sure all of the monies have been received from the 
East Loop before the release of any funds.  
 
Councilmember Clay moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
  

2. Requesting Funds by LSBD for FY2019 Final Reimbursement 
 

Mr. Rose stated staff is recommending that Council consider a request by the LSBD Board for their 
Final FY2019 Reimbursements as presented by the Director of Finance, Keith Cole. 
 
Mr. Cole stated the LSBD's request of $6,946.23 represents the remaining reimbursement funds from 
FY2019, which will be paid out of the EDRST Fund Reserve.   
 
Councilmember Cusick moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson. 
 
Mr. Rose stated as a result of the Finance Department's inability to completely reconcile all of the prior 
accounts submitted by the LSBD Board; specifically with respect to EDRST funds, staff has 
established a separate bank account for the District.  He stated staff was able to identify 
reimbursements for their FY2019 brochures but have not been able to identify any reimbursements for 
prior years.   
 
Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously. 
 

3. Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) New Easement Request –  
82nd Blvd. to I170 Sanitary Relief (MSD Project #11993) 

 
Mr. Rose stated staff is recommending that Council consider a request from MSD for a new 
easement, which will be presented by the Director of Public Works, Sinan Alpaslan. 
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Mr. Alpaslan stated this is a request by MSD to revise easements previously granted for the 82nd 
Boulevard Sanitary Relief Project that is currently under construction.  The reasons for this request are 
twofold: 

1. The original design did not account for an underground duct bank that would be too costly to 
relocate, and 

2. The transfer of one tunnel shaft near the intersection of Creeksdale Lane and McKnight Road 
will allow MSD to accommodate residential traffic and eliminate the need to completely close 
the intersection. 

Mr. Alpaslan stated MSD has agreed to vacate the easements previously granted and reimburse the 
City in the amount of $13,000.  
 
Councilmember Hales moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick. 
 
Councilmember Smotherson questioned whether any of these revisions were in the City's 
redevelopment area?  Mr. Alpaslan stated both revisions are located on the East side of McKnight 
Road.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carr asked whether all of the previous easements would be vacated?  Mr. Alpaslan 
stated some of the areas overlap, and in those instances, the previous easements will remain in 
effect.  So only the areas that are no longer needed will be vacated.    
 
Voice vote on the motion to approve carried unanimously. 
 

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
          Introduced by Mayor Pro Tem Carr 

1. BILL 9398 Amended - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 120.940 AND 120.950 OF 
MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY 
CITY LOOP SPECIAL BUSINESS DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMISSION, BY AMENDING 
SUBSECTION A.1 OF SECTION 120.940, RELATING TO MEMBERSHIP, AND BY 
AMENDING SUBSECTION A.2 OF SECTION 120.950, RELATING TO BYLAWS.  Bill Number 
9398 was read for the first time. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Carr requested that Amended Bill No. 9398 be filed with the City Clerk, and that the 
original version of Bill No. 9398 be amended accordingly.  It was seconded by Councilmember Cusick. 
 
City Attorney, John Mulligan advised Mayor Pro Tem Carr that the Amended Bill had already been 
filed with the City Clerk, and the first reading of that amendment has just been made.  So unless her 
desire is to proceed to a second reading, third reading, and a vote, no other action need be taken 
tonight?  Mayor Pro Tem Carr stated her only desire was to make sure Council was accepting the 
Amended Bill. 
 

2. BILL 9401 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 400.070 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 
THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, MISSOURI, RELATING TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP, 
ZONING, BY AMENDING SAID MAP SO AS TO CHANGE THE CLASSIFICATION OF 
PROPERTY AT 8400 DELMAR BOULEVARD FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
(“GC”) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT-MIXED USE DISTRICT (“PD-M”), AND 
ESTABLISHING PERMITTED LAND USES AND DEVELOPMENTS THEREIN; CONTAINING 
A SAVINGS CLAUSE AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.  (Removed) 
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M. NEW BUSINESS
  RESOLUTIONS 

1. Resolution 2020-2- A Resolution to approve the Preliminary Plan Concept for the proposed
Delcrest Plaza development at the property commonly known as 8400 Delmar Boulevard.
(Removed)

BILLS 

N. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions
3. Boards, Commissions, and Task Force minutes
4. Other Discussions/Business

O. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (continued if needed)

P. COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Hales thanked the City Manager, Police Department, Code Enforcement, and
everyone involved, for the terrific success of the Mardi Gras festivities held over the weekend.  In
fact, this event was so uneventful that he received a number of emails from residents commenting
about how this was the quietest Mardi Gras they have experienced in sixteen years.  He stated the
coordination between the City's Police Department and Wash U's combined forces was pivotal.
Police and security personnel were highly visible on Forsyth, the Ames Place Subdivision, and
Rosedale Heights.

Councilmember Hales stated it also appeared as though Wash U communicated a rather
stern message to their student population that the type of behavior exhibited in our neighborhoods
last year would not be tolerated.  So his hope is that this message will continue to resonate with
students for all of the City's community events.

Councilmember Cusick reminded voters that Tuesday, March 10th; the Presidential Primary
Election Day is fast approaching.  Therefore, he would encourage everyone to put this date on
their calendars to make sure they get out and exercise their right to vote.

Q. Motion to go into a Closed Session according to Missouri Revised Statutes 610.021 (1) Legal
actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or
privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives or attorneys.

Councilmember Smotherson moved to go into a Closed Session, it was seconded by Councilmember 
Hales. 

Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember Hales, Councilmember Cusick, Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember 
Clay, and Mayor Pro Tem Carr. 
Nays:  None. 

R. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Carr closed the regular City Council meeting at 7:02 p.m. to go into a Closed
Session on the second floor.  The Closed Session reconvened in an open session at 8:13p.m.

LaRette Reese 
City Clerk E - 3 - 5
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