
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
6:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 
 

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held via videoconference, on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020, Mayor Terry Crow called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 
B. ROLL CALL 

In addition to the Mayor, the following members of Council were present: 
       
   Councilmember Stacy Clay 
   Councilmember Paulette Carr 
   Councilmember Steven McMahon 
   Councilmember Jeffrey Hales 
   Councilmember Tim Cusick 
   Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson 
         
Also, in attendance were City Manager, Gregory Rose; City Attorney, John F. Mulligan, Jr., 
and Mike Grimm. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Councilmember Carr moved to approve the Agenda as presented, it was seconded by 
Councilmember Cusick and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. May 11, 2020 – Regular Meeting Minutes were moved by Councilmember Carr, it was 
seconded by Councilmember Clay and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
E. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

1. Garry Aronberg is nominated to the Commission on Storm Water Issues by 
Councilmember Carr, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

2. Bob Criss is nominated to the Commission on Storm Water Issues by Councilmember 
Cusick, it was seconded by Councilmember Hales and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
F. SWEARING IN TO BOARDS & COMMISSION 

1. Patricia McQueen was sworn into the Plan Commission on May 20th in the Clerk’s office. 
 

G. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  
ALL written comments must be received no later than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.  Comments may 
be sent via email to: councilcomments@ucitymo.org or mailed to the City Hall – 6801 Delmar Blvd. – Attention 
City Clerk.  Such comments will be provided to City Council prior to the meeting.  Comments will be made a part 
of the official record and made accessible to the public online following the meeting.  
 
Please note, when submitting your comments, a name and address must be provided.  Please also note if 
your comment is on an agenda or non-agenda item. If a name and address are not provided, the provided 
comment will not be recorded in the official record.  
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Mayor Crow stated he recognizes that the new technology being utilized to conduct these 
meetings can be challenging for all involved.  So, he appreciates those citizens who have joined 
in these meetings, as well as those who took the time to provide their written comments.  
Council has reviewed all of the comments submitted prior to the deadline and they will be made 
a part of this record.   

 
H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
1. BILL 9404 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 215, ARTICLE V OF THE 

UNIVERSITY CITY MUNICIPAL CODE,  RELATING TO OFFENSES CONCERNING 
PUBLIC PEACE, BY ENACTING THEREIN A NEW SECTION TO BE KNOWN AS 
“SECTION 215.685. PICKETING BEFORE OR ABOUT RESIDENCE OR DWELLING OF 
ANY INDIVIDUAL.”  Bill Number 9404 was read for the second and third time. 
 

Councilmember Smotherson moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Carr. 
 
Mayor Crow stated the history behind this rather significant piece of legislation concerns a 
citizen whose family and home were picketed regularly because of her active participation in the 
pro-choice movement.  And while Council took it upon themselves to draft this Ordinance, it was 
erroneously omitted from the recodification designed to protect families from this type of 
behavior. 
 
Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember Carr, Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Hales, Councilmember 
Cusick, Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Clay, and Mayor Crow. 
Nays:  None. 

 
2. BILL 9405 - AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A FIRST AMENDMENT TO 

REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE OLIVE BOULEVARD 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR AND RESIDENTIAL CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN.  Bill Number 9405 was read for the second and third time. 

 
Councilmember Smotherson moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Carr. 
 
Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Hales, Councilmember Cusick, 
Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Clay, Councilmember Carr, and Mayor Crow. 
Nays:  None. 
 

I. NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTIONS 

1. RESOLUTION 2020-3 – A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT MUNICIPALITIES 
WITHIN ST. LOUIS COUNTY RECEIVE AN EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF THE $175 
MILLION IN FUNDING RECEIVED BY ST LOUIS COUNTY FROM THE CORONAVIRUS 
AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC SECURITY ACT TO REIMBURSE MUNICIPALITIES 
FOR ACTUAL PUBLIC SAFETY COSTS INCURRED RELATED TO COVID-19. 
 

Councilmember Smotherson moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick. 
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Mr. Rose stated his understanding is that the County Executive has set aside 47 million dollars 
from the CARES Act Grant for public safety and that he is currently seeking advice and approval 
from the Treasurer on how it should be allocated.  Therefore, this Resolution is intended to 
encourage the County Executive to disburse this funding to various St. Louis municipalities on a 
pro-rata basis. 
 
Councilmember Cusick asked Mr. Rose if he had an estimate of what U City's proportion would 
be? Mr. Rose stated if the funds are disbursed on a pro-rata basis approximately 1.4 million 
dollars would go into public safety.   
 
Councilmember Clay questioned whether the guidance limiting these funds for public safety was 
a mandate from the CARES Act or the County Executive?  Mr. Rose stated it is a directive from 
the CARES Act.  However, the City is also seeking reimbursement for some of its directly related 
costs through FEMA/SEMA.  Councilmember Clay asked if there were any other funds available 
to help the City defray some of its losses?  Mr. Rose stated although there are no other buckets 
at this point, conversations are taking place at the federal level about whether additional funds 
should be allocated to address the revenue shortfalls cities have incurred.   
 
Voice vote on Councilmember Smotherson's motion carried unanimously. 
 

BILLS 
 

 Introduced by Councilmember Clay 
2. BILL 9406 – AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 

CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY AND THE MISSOURI 
HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION PROVIDING FOR THE CANTON 
AVE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.  Bill Number 9406 was read for the first time. 

 
J. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS 

1. Boards and Commission appointments needed 
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions 

Councilmember Cusick announced that beginning Wednesday, June 3rd, the Library will 
be offering curbside service to its patrons.  The hours are from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturdays.  Additional information can be found on the 
Library's website.   
 
Councilmember McMahon noted that members of Council had received an email from the 
Chair of the Parks Commission regarding their recommendations for capital improvements.   
   He stated his goal as it relates to the Storm Water Issues Commission, is to have the 
nomination of Mark Holly confirmed by the next meeting.   
 
Councilmember Carr stated that Councilmember Cusick has the names of several 
members from the Storm Water Taskforce who have expressed an interest in serving on 
the Storm Water Issues Commission.  And based on their previous experience she 
believes they would be worthy of consideration. 
 
Councilmember Hales asked Councilmember Cusick if he would share those names with 
his colleagues?  Councilmember Cusick stated he would provide them by email.   
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3. Boards, Commission, and Task Force minutes 
 

4. Other Discussions/Business 
a) Councilmember Paulette Carr, Ward 2– Resignation 

 
Councilmember Carr stated last fall she began to initiate steps leading up to her retirement from 
City Council, and until the onset of COVID-19, it appeared as though everything would go as 
planned.  She stated her intent was to submit her resignation effective April 27th, which would 
allow ample time for her to carry out all of her plans before leaving.  Unfortunately, that strategy 
had to be modified once the election was postponed and thereafter, she agreed to remain on 
Council to ensure its continuity until a new member could be elected.   
       Councilmember Carr stated her home sold much faster than anticipated and she will be 
closing on that sale in a couple of days.  As a result, her last day of service to this community 
will be on the 28th of May.  She stated her last eight years of service on this Council has been a 
truly rewarding experience, so she would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their 
support and the friendships that have been established throughout this time.   Councilmember 
Carr stated it has been her honor and privilege to serve the residents of U City and has no doubt 
that good things will continue to happen here. 
 
Councilmember Hales stated his contiguous relationship with Councilmember Carr; which is 
unequivocally the reason why he not only started paying attention but ultimately got involved, 
began about eight and a half years ago.  Because up until that point, he had no desire, nor had 
he ever imagined running for any elected office.  So today, he is grateful for her words of 
encouragement and the opportunity to be in the position of serving his community.  
  Councilmember Hales stated many of their conversations revolved around her growing up 
in Florida, whose open government allowed citizens to have effective public oversight.  And 
during countless meetings as a member of this audience, he began to see the impact of that 
knowledge, and what he believes will be Councilmember Carr's legacy for years to come.  For 
example; the importance of live streaming meetings to expand participation and the 
dissemination of information.  Or improvements to Council's minutes; which were often vague 
and inept.  Councilmember Carr was a staunch supporter of making sure Council's minutes 
reflected their conversations so that future generations would be able to look back and 
understand how decisions were made.   But most importantly, she gave a voice to the people 
who were not being heard.  That's why in his opinion, Councilmember Carr is the epitome of 
what it should look like to be a representative that is responsive to his or her constituents.    
 Councilmember Hales stated his comments would not be complete without acknowledging 
her husband Jim, and son Payton, for the huge amount of sacrifices they made to support 
Councilmember Carr in her efforts as a member of this Council.  Consequently, he hopes that 
her contributions will continue to be endorsed and remembered long after both he and his 
colleagues are gone.    
 
Councilmember Clay stated even though he knew it was coming, there was still a moment of 
reflection when he received Councilmember Carr's letter of resignation.  Having had the privilege 
of serving on the School Board and now Council, he thoroughly understands that the work of an 
elected official is not about making speeches, presiding over grand openings, or the pontification 
of any rostrum.  It's keeping your nose to the grindstone; reviewing information; being versed in 
multiple areas; understanding the governing laws, and responding to citizens.  Be that as it may, 
Councilmember Carr brought a level of professionalism to every aspect of these technical and 
communal responsibilities.   
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Councilmember Clay stated he believes she has set an example for those who desire to serve at 
any level by demonstrating how to leverage the tools of government to best support its citizens; 
which was exemplified two weeks ago by her newsletter.  This is what she's done for eight 
years; oftentimes under extraordinarily difficult circumstances.   
 
He stated Councilmember Carr's service to this Council and her community is genuinely 
appreciated, and her examples represent the type of qualities he will always take with him.   
 
Councilmember McMahon stated while Councilmember Carr certainly was not obligated to 
remain on Council after the election was postponed, going above and beyond is her nature; 
which speaks volumes about her character.   
 He stated the word on the street when Paulette first ran for election was that the only way 
she could win was to work twice as hard as her opponent.  So, that's what she did then, and 
that's what she's been doing for the past eight years.  After she was sworn into office, 
Councilmember Carr started shining a light on the way this government was being run; which did 
not necessarily lead to the warmest of welcomes.  But she weathered the storms and in 2016, 
instead of throwing in the towel, said there is more work to do and I'm ready to do it.  She 
garnered almost 70 percent of the votes in that election, and he believes it was because of her 
commitment to openly and honestly represent the citizens she served.   
 Councilmember McMahon stated like Jeff, he too was awakened to the practices of City 
government by Councilmember Carr and owes her a great deal of gratitude for urging him to get 
involved.  He stated it has been an honor to have been seated next to Paulette, and it's going to 
be rather odd; if and when Council goes back to having live meetings again, to be sitting there 
without her.  So, although she will be missed, working with Councilmember Carr has been a 
wonderful experience and he wishes her and her family all the best.   
 Councilmember McMahon stated he would also like to thank her husband Jim for his 
dedication to this community through the countless hours he spent on the Pension Board. 
 
Councilmember Smotherson stated he wished he had a big sign that said thank you from 
himself, residents of the 2nd and 3rd Wards, and this entire community because that's how 
much he appreciates all of her support.   Instead, he'll try to express all of this gratitude by 
highlighting three critical accomplishments he believes had a significant impact on the 
community and the legacy of Councilmember Paulette Carr.   

•  The Stormwater Task Force - A long-term endeavor that has given residents impacted by 
flooding something they never had before; a voice. 

•  The MSD Storage Tanks - A substantial attack on the well-being of the 2nd and 3rd 
Wards. 

•  The Olive/I-170 Development - A project with the potential to bring life back to the entire 
City. 

From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for your contributions, friendship, and gracious 
hospitality.  You will truly be missed. 
 
Councilmember Cusick stated there are numerous attributes that come to mind when he thinks 
about Councilmember Carr and the labor she's put into this community; compassion, 
commitment, integrity, selflessness, inspiration, and dignity.  That said, you can leave this 
Council with your head held high, my friend because you will be a tough act to follow.   
 
Mayor Crow stated while this is certainly not the type of grandiose farewell he and his 
colleagues would have liked to provide; everyone has had to accept the realities of these 
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Nevertheless, in preparation, he decided to take a trip down memory lane and in doing so 
discovered a flyer Councilmember Carr distributed during her 2011 campaign for City Council.  
Her top priorities were economic development, open government, and retaining/attracting 
residents to U City.  Looking back, it's obvious to see that her eight years of service have 
followed these same tenants upon which she ran.  Even more intriguing was her list of strengths; 
the ability to be independent, analytical, and tenacious.   
 
And he doesn't think anybody participating in this teleconference would disagree with any of 
those strong points.  However, from his perspective, a couple of very important assets were left 
off of that list; passionate, compassionate, and the most rigorous worker he has ever had the 
opportunity to partner with.   Mayor Crow stated what this Council got eight years ago was a 
chemistry teacher, a research scientist, an artist, a cancer survivor, a mother, and a wife.  And 
all of these characteristics gave this Council an incredibly special colleague and friend.  No one 
comes more prepared to these meetings than she does, and no one has been a better mentor to 
the newer members of this Council than she has.  That's why he would have to agree, that her 
legacy really is amazing. 
 Mayor Crow stated Councilmember Carr put her heart and soul into the work she did for 
this community, and some of that work; as identified by Councilmember Smotherson, wasn't 
necessarily fun or the most popular thing to do.  But she was willing to take them on and by 
doing so, made U City a much better place.  And at the end of the day, he thinks the ultimate 
goal of anyone who serves, is to leave their community in a better place than they found it.   
 As Councilmember Hales mentioned our appreciation must also go out to Councilmember 
Carr's family for the sacrifices they've had to make.  And even though all he and his colleagues 
can give in return is their respect, admiration, and a plaque in appreciation of the services 
Paulette has performed, he hopes that her retirement will provide an abundance of time to make 
up for all the sacrifices her family has had to endure.    
 In closing, Mayor Crow thanked Councilmember Carr for allowing him to be her friend 
throughout all of the good and really tough times they've experienced together.   
 
Councilmember Carr thanked everyone for their kind, and deeply touching words.  But just 
know, that no matter where she sets her feet, she will always be a U Citian.  
 

K. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Councilmember Hales stated almost two weeks ago, he noticed an elderly gentleman place a 
laminated flag, picture, and a bronze plaque on a bench outside his home at Warren and 
Kingsbury.  Curiosity set in and he ventured out to get a better look.  It turned out that the 
plaque was in memory of a man named Matthew Clark who had been killed in Iraq in 2006.  
And his assumption is that Matthew must have been a resident of U City because on the 
plaque it states that at ten-years-old Matthew raised enough money to have this bench 
installed at that exact spot.  So, in light of Memorial Day, he wanted to take a moment to 
recognize Lance Corporal Matthew Clark for his contributions to the U.S. Marines, U City, and 
this country.   
 
Mayor Crow stated as the son of a World War II veteran, he is very grateful for those 
comments.   

 
Mayor Crow noted that perhaps Mr. Rose's parting gift is no Closed Session.  So, he would 
welcome a motion by Councilmember Carr to adjourn tonight's meeting. 
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Councilmember Carr moved to adjourn the meeting, it was seconded by Councilmember Hales, 
and the motion carried unanimously.   
 

L. ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Crow stated it's time for Councilmember Carr to enjoy a walk on the beach and 
adjourned the Regular Council meeting at 7:13 p.m. 
 
LaRette Reese 
City Clerk 
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