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A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
At the Regular Session of the City Council of University City held via videoconference, on Monday,
October 12, 2020, Mayor Terry Crow called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL
In addition to the Mayor, the following members of Council were present:

Councilmember Stacy Clay 
Councilmember Aleta Klein 
Councilmember Steven McMahon 
Councilmember Jeffrey Hales 
Councilmember Tim Cusick 
Councilmember Bwayne Smotherson 

Also, in attendance were City Manager, Gregory Rose; City Attorney, John F. Mulligan, Jr.; Director 
of Planning & Zoning, Clifford Cross, and Director of Parks & Recreation, Darren Dunkle.  

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Rose asked that the Public Hearings, Items I (1) and (2), remain on the Agenda, but that Items
L (2) and M (1) be removed from the Agenda.

Councilmember Hales moved to approve the Agenda as amended, it was seconded by
Councilmember Cusick, and the motion carried unanimously.

D. PROCLAMATIONS

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. September 14, 2020, Study Session Minutes– Space Needs Study were moved by

Councilmember Smotherson, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick and the motion
carried unanimously.

F. APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Charles Gascon is nominated to the Plan Commission as a fill-in replacing Cirri Moran

unexpired term by Councilmember Jeff Hales, it was seconded by Councilmember McMahon
and the motion carried unanimously.

2. Lisa Greening is nominated for re-appointment to the Land Clearance Redevelopment
Authority by Mayor Terry Crow, it was seconded by Councilmember Cusick and the motion
carried unanimously.

G. SWEARING IN TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
1. Cirri Moran was sworn into the Traffic Commission on October 5, 2020.
2. Susan Armstrong, Holly Ingraham, Mimi Taylor-Hendrix, and Andrew Wool were sworn into the

Renaming Streets and Parks Task Force on October 5, 2020.
3. Don Fitz was sworn into the Renaming Streets and Parks Task Force on October 7, 2020.
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4. Joseph Cavato was sworn into the Land, Clearance, and Redevelopment Authority on October
8, 2020.

5. Eric Whritenour was sworn into the Board of Trustees Retirement Fund (Pension) on October
9, 2020.

H. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
Procedures for submitting comments for Citizen Participation and Public Hearings:
ALL written comments must be received no later than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting.  Comments may be sent
via email to:  councilcomments@ucitymo.org, or mailed to the City Hall – 6801 Delmar Blvd. – Attention City Clerk.  Such
comments will be provided to City Council prior to the meeting.  Comments will be made a part of the official record and
made accessible to the public online following the meeting.

Please note, when submitting your comments, a name and address must be provided.  Please also note if your
comment is on an agenda or non-agenda item. If a name and address are not provided, the provided comment will not
be recorded in the official record

Mayor Crow reminded residents of the City's Zoom protocols and thanked everyone who submitted 
written comments.  All comments submitted within the required timeframe have been provided to 
members of Council and made a part of this record. 

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Avenir Project (Charles Deutsch & Company) 353 Redevelopment Plan, Including Tax

Abatement.

Mayor Crow opened the Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 

The Mayor thanked citizens for their comments; a vast majority of which were extremely helpful and 
thought-provoking.  However, to the handful of residents who in his opinion, made groundless 
assertions about there being a lack of transparency, he would note for the record that the process 
being followed by the developer, staff, and Council is the same process that has been in effect for the 
thirteen years he has been a member of this body.  So, there is nothing nefarious or secret, and if the 
Ordinances this administration operates under need to be changed, they will be changed.  The 
developer has nothing up his sleeve; the notices filed by staff were in accordance with the City's 
Ordinances, and Council has acted under that same guidance.   

That said, these comments, as well as some of the concerns expressed by Council, have 
prompted a request to the City Manager and his staff to expand the circle of people that receive 
communications for not only these Public Hearings but those hearings that come before all of the 
City's Boards and Commissions.   Mayor Crow stated staff and Council are always looking for ways to 
improve, but as they continue to develop, he would ask residents to keep in mind that the seven 
people they have elected to sit on this dais have always had the City's best interest at heart.    

Mayor Crow asked for a motion to hold this Public Hearing open to allow for additional comments to 
be made before Council's next meeting on October 26th.   

Councilmember Hales moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember McMahon, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

2. Map Amendment – Avenir Zoning Map Amendment/Preliminary Plan

Mayor Crow opened the Public Hearing at 6:40 p.m.  

The Mayor acknowledged the comments submitted by interested parties and called for a motion to 
hold this Public Hearing open to allow for additional comments to be made before Council's next 
meeting on October 26th. 
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Councilmember McMahon moved to approve, seconded by Councilmember Hales, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Hales thanked the City Manager, Councilmember McMahon, and the citizens who 
emailed him in response to this item.  He stated he appreciates when everyone gets involved, 
especially when there is the kind of mobilization that occurred in this instance that demonstrated a 
tremendous amount of concern. 

Councilmember Clay stated the Mayor kind of touched on this issue, but he would like to hear more 
about the efforts that are being undertaken to expand the circle of people who receive 
communications for Public Hearings.   

Mr. Rose stated initially, staff will look at expanding the radius of its radio communications to a 
minimum of 300 feet.  This will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis to determine if there is a need to 
expand this radius even greater.  Secondly, they are deliberating on whether there is a need to hold 
additional Public Hearings for matters related to rezoning at the Plan Commission level, and whether 
this is the only venue where Public Hearings should be held.  Mr. Rose stated both measures will be 
evaluated, and staff's recommendation will be brought before Council for consideration 

Voice vote on Councilmember McMahon's motion carried unanimously. 

3. Liquor License – Diego’s Cantina, LLC – 626-630 North & South

Mayor Crow opened the Public Hearing at 6:43 p.m. and acknowledged receipt of several comments 
that have been made a part of this record.  Mayor Crow closed the Public Hearing at 6:44 p.m. 

J. CONSENT AGENDA
1. Emerald Ash Borer Tree Replacement Program
2. Tree Trimming Program
3. Demolition Funding
4. Liquor License - Diego’s Cantina, LLC – 626-630 North & South

Councilmember Smotherson moved to approve Items 1 through 4 of the Consent Agenda, it was 
seconded by Councilmember Cusick. 

Councilmember Smotherson thanked Mr. Rose for providing Council with the addresses associated 
with the Demolition Funding.  He then asked if this information along with details describing the 
funding process and how these houses were identified could be provided to the public to help them 
better understand the impact this process will have on their neighborhoods. 

Voice vote on Councilmember Smotherson's motion carried unanimously. 

K. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
1. Olive/170 Project Update

Mr. Rose reported that NOVUS is still in the acquisition stage which is to be completed in two phases.  
Currently, they are focused on the north end parcel that Costco has expressed the most interest in, 
and as a part of the Redevelopment Agreement, NOVUS has agreed to construct a concrete slab for 
the new store.  Costco is still interested in being a part of the U City community and staff is working 
closely with its team to review all of the plans. 

Staff anticipates that all parcels in the first phase will be acquired by the end of the first quarter of 
2021. 
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Councilmember Clay stated barring any unforeseen calamities, when do you anticipate the next phase 
of this development will start unfolding?  Mr. Rose stated NOVUS is committed to developing the north 
end parcel and he thinks there will be an accelerated pace for the construction of Costco.  However, 
the completion of both the north and south parcels is difficult to gauge since it is contingent upon 
COVID's impact on the market.   
So, at this point, he is hesitant to throw out any dates until staff has a better sense of when the 
construction of Phase 1 will be concluded.  At that point, staff should be able to develop a calendar for 
Phase II. 

Councilmember Smotherson asked whether additional staff would be needed to assist in handling the 
workload created by this development?  Mr. Rose stated the area that will be largely impacted by the 
construction aspect of this project is the City's building inspectors.  So, at some point, there will be a 
need to either hire additional inspectors or use contract laborers to fulfill this task; which may be the 
logical solution because once the construction phase is completed these new inspectors will no longer 
be needed.  He stated staff is prepared to handle the various zoning processes and he is hopeful that 
NOVUS will work with them to achieve some of this prep work in the early stages of development to 
ensure a smooth process.   

Councilmember Cusick asked Mr. Rose how soon after the end of the first quarter in 2021 does he 
think Costco's would be open for business?  Mr. Rose stated his understanding is that the acquisition 
of Phase I will be completed by the first quarter of 2021.  But if things go as planned, he thinks 
construction should be completed by the end of Fiscal Year 2021. 

2. Special Events Policy

Mr. Rose stated he has asked Mr. Dunkle to provide Council with an updated proposal for the City's 
Special Events Policy.   

Mr. Dunkle stated the Special Event Policy for use of the City's parks, Right-Of-Way, and Special Use 
Permits was last updated in 2009.  And while most of the same policies and procedures utilized by 
Public Works will remain the same, staff is recommending the modification of one internal procedure 
concerning parks.  Currently, a request and approval to utilize a City park are solely handled by the 
Parks and Recreation Director.  The modification expands the review of these requests to include 
other department heads, with final approval to be granted by the City Manager.   

Councilmember Klein moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Clay and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

L. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. BILL 9411 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION TO BE PAID TO CITY

OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES AS ENUMERATED HEREIN FROM AND AFTER ITS
PASSAGE, AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 7129.  Bill Number 9411 was read for the
second and third time.

Councilmember Cusick moved to approve, it was seconded by Councilmember Smotherson. 

Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember Klein, Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Hales, Councilmember 
Cusick, Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Clay, and Mayor Crow. 
Nays:  None. 
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2. BILL 9412 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 400.070 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE
OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, MISSOURI, RELATING TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING
MAP, BY AMENDING SAID MAP SO AS TO CHANGE THE CLASSIFICATIONS OF
MULTIPLE PROPERTIES FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (“GC”), SINGLE-FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL (“SR”), MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (“MR”) & HIGH-DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL OFFICE (“HRO”) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT – MIXED-USE (“PD-M”)
DISTRICT; AND ESTABLISHING PERMITTED LAND USES AND DEVELOPMENTS
THEREIN; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE AND PROVIDING A PENALTY.  (REMOVED)

M. NEW BUSINESS
RESOLUTIONS

1. Resolution 2020-15 – Avenir Preliminary Plan Approval; (Removed)

BILLS

Introduced by Councilmember Cusick
2. BILL 9413 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 400.070 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE

OF THE CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, MISSOURI, RELATING TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING
MAP, BY AMENDING SAID MAP SO AS TO CHANGE THE CLASSIFICATION OF 7800 AND
7812 GROBY ROAD FROM SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (“SR”), TO LIMITED
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (“LC”); CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE AND PROVIDING A
PENALTY.  Bill Number 9413 was read for the first time.

Introduced by Councilmember McMahon
3. BILL 9414 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 120, ARTICLE I OF THE UNIVERSITY

CITY MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO COMMISSIONS, AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, AND
COMMITTEES, BY ENACTING THEREIN A NEW SECTION TO BE KNOWN AS SECTION
120.160. CERTAIN PERSONS RELATED TO CITY EMPLOYEES INELIGIBLE TO SERVE.
Bill Number 9414 was read for the first time.

N. COUNCIL REPORTS/BUSINESS
1. Boards and Commission appointments needed
2. Council liaison reports on Boards and Commissions
3. Boards, Commissions, and Task Force minutes
4. Other Discussions/Business

O. COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilmember Clay stated he would like to acknowledge the passing of Ms. Anna Rose Mims
Bartley; reflect on her legacy and the diverse history of this community.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bartley were one of the first African American families to move into U
City back in 1965.  And while it's hard to imagine today, the White widower who believed the
Bartley's were the perfect family to purchase her home, received a lot of pressure from neighbors
for the thought of even selling her house to an African American family.  As a result, both families
should be recognized as true pioneers in the course of this City's history.

Both Anna and Charles became pillars of the music neighborhood within U City.  They had
four children all of whom graduated from U City High School.  And in addition to their work within U
City, Mrs. Bartley performed remarkable work outside of the community, as an entrepreneur,
Special Educator in the St. Louis Public School District, and as a woman of faith who mentored
countless young people.

Councilmember Clay stated while U City may not always get things right, he sincerely
believes it has been successful in ways that other communities are still struggling to achieve.
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That began with the legacy of these pioneers, whose reliance and compassion helped to make U 
City the vibrant place that it is today. 

P. Motion to go into a Closed Session according to Missouri Revised Statutes 610.021 (1)  Legal
actions, causes of action or litigation involving a public governmental body and any  confidential or
privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives or attorneys

Councilmember Hales moved to adjourn the Regular Session and go into a Closed Session, it was 
seconded by Councilmember Cusick. 

Roll Call Vote Was: 
Ayes:  Councilmember Klein, Councilmember McMahon, Councilmember Hales, Councilmember 
Cusick, Councilmember Smotherson, Councilmember Clay, and Mayor Crow. 
Nays:  None 

Q. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Crow thanked everyone for their attendance and reminded anyone interested in submitting
additional comments on the two open Public Hearings to provide them to Ms. Reese before the
October 26th Council meeting.

Mayor Crow closed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:02 p.m. to go into a Closed Session 
on the second floor.  The Closed Session reconvened in an open session at 7:53 p.m. 

LaRette Reese 
City Clerk 
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