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AGENDA 

COMMISSION ON STORM WATER ISSUES 

HEMAN PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

975 PENNSYLVANIA 

Tuesday, July 2, 2024 

3:30 PM 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

2. ATTENDANCE-ROLL CALL

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

❖ June 4, 2024

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS

7. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

❖ Monitoring Subcommittee Report

8. NEW BUSINESS

❖ Flatwork Permit Review

9. OLD BUSINESS

10. COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS

11. ADJOURNMENT
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Draft_ MINUTES OF THE STORMWATER COMMISSION 
June 4, 2024 

 
 

Call to Order. The forty-fourth meeting of the Stormwater Commission (Commission) was called to order at 

3:32 PM by Chair Todd Thompson.   

 

1. Attendance-Roll Call. The following Commission members were present at the Community Center:  Susan 

Armstrong, Garry Aronberg, Bob Criss Eric Karch, Todd Thompson.  Also, in attendance were Dennis 

Fuller, Councilman; Darin Girdler, Director of Public Works; Mirela Celaj, Assistant Director of Public 

Works; John Mulligan, City Attorney. Commissioners Mark Holly and Phillip Eastin could not attend. 

 

Visitors: Don Fitz, Dave Sandal, Tim and Phobe Welsh, Ryan McPhail. 

 

2. Agenda.  Published agenda was approved:  

Attendance-Roll Call; Approval of Agenda; Approval of Minutes; Citizen Comments; Announcements by 

Commissioners; Committee Reports; New Business; Old Business; Council Liaison Comments; 

Adjournment. 

  

3. Minutes.  The minutes of the May 7, 2024, meeting were approved by voice vote with the following changes 

(Armstrong, Criss): 

a. Item 4: Sandal should be changed to Sandel; 
b. Item 6.b.i “many” should be added so sentences reads “RdP stage of 16 feet is the threshold for 

causing flooding of many buildings in the RdP floodplain” 
c. Item 6.b.vi.a) “dam breaches” should be “dam releases” 
d. Item 6.b.vi.b) “The flood wave” should be “Most flood waves”.   

 

4. Citizen Comments.     

• Ryan McPhail of 7049 Westmorland Drive returned to the Commission meeting and described that 

even a ¾-inch rain causes ponding in his and the neighboring yard to the east to be 6 inches deep.  

The drainage of backyards has been obstructed by new construction of the last 10 to 20 years. He 

had met with Community Development Director Wagner to track permitting of the new construction 

and establish whether the permits considered the obstructions and whether improvements installed 

conform to permits.  Mr. McPhail sought suggestions for correction of the ponding problem.  After 

discussion, the consensus was that Mr. McPhail and Director Wagner and First Ward Council 

members should continue to meet and explore actions that the City and Mr. McPhail. 

• Regina St Vrain of 541 Delprice Court near Delmar and Price made the Commission aware that 

excessive amount of street runoff from Delmar and Delprice Court passes through yards.  Runoff 

enters at least on garage in the neighborhood but no runoff has entered houses.  Ms. St. Vrain has 

contacted City and MSD previously and no improvements have been made. 

• Kathleen Goodwin of 1347 Waldron made the Commission aware that excessive amount of street 

runoff is not collected in the street inlets and flows into her basement stairwell and then into here 

basement.  An MSD representative has visited the site and told Ms. Goodwin that MSD might make 

improvements. Ms. Goodwin seeks City assistance to eliminate the basement flooding caused by 

street drainage. 
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5. Announcement By Commissioners. 

None. 
 

6. Committee Reports 

a. Ad Hoc Committee to develop and ordinance to address impervious area additions.  Sub-
committed discussed important points of the suggested Code changes:  
i. The Sub-committed has recommended that impervious additions of 100 square feet be the 

trigger to require runoff mitigation. The sub-committee recommends the 100 SF trigger 
appropriate after considering effective runoff intervention, affordable, and staff-time appropriate.  

ii. The choices for mitigation have been tabulated to be easy to interpret but some residents will still 
need staff time to understand options. 

iii. The sub-committee recommended periodic self-monitoring and self-reporting that the mitigation 
remains in service.  The self-monitoring and self-reporting may be initiated by a questionnaire or 
inquiry sent by the City on two- to three-year intervals. 

iv. Motion: send sub-committee draft code changes to Section 405.510 to City administration for 
development of appropriate reports, Council resolutions, and reviews by other Commissions. 
(Armstrong, Thompson) (Passed). 

 

7. New Business 

a. Connie Mueller, Chair of the Green Practices Commission, spoke about mini-forests.  She asked that 
we endorse the development of mini-forest in University City.  Mini-forest are passive areas of at least 
a quarter acre to provide effective habitate for a wide range of native animals, allow for natural 
migration, reduce heat absorption and retention, decrease the volume and rate of stormwater runoff. 

b. By consensus, the Commission endorses the development. 
c. Individual Commissioners will suggest sites to complement sites that the Green Commission is 

identifying.  

 

8. Old Business.  

None 

 

9. Council Liaison Comments.   

a. Councilman Fuller reported that budget preparation is continuing.  
 

10. Adjournment. Motion to adjourn passed at 5:20 PM (Aronberg, Armstong). 

 

Minutes Preparation. The minutes were prepared by Garry Aronberg. 

 

C:\Users\garon\Dropbox\UCity Stormwater Taskforce\CommissionMinutesDrafts\20240604_StrmWtrCommMin_DRAFT.docx 



If yes, see requirements in Section 405.510 (A)(4)(c)
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DRAFT

Typical submiƩal requirements for Flatwork permits include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

• DescripƟon of the proposed work, type of flatwork, total dimensions, and total square
feet.

• Demonstrate that the proposed flatwork project ensures compliance with zoning
ordinances.

• (3) copies of a site plan showing:
o the locaƟon of all exisƟng structures, paved areas, and the new impervious

addiƟon, with dimensions shown.
o the direcƟon that rainwater runoff will take to leave the paved areas indicated

with arrows.   Surface water shall not be directed to adjacent properƟes.
o the locaƟon of new green infrastructure designed in accordance with zoning

ordinances.
• During and aŌer construcƟon of the stormwater management faciliƟes City requires 

that two inspecƟons (IniƟal and final) of the faciliƟes take place. 
• No flatwork shall be placed over a uƟlity easement.
• AddiƟonal documents may be requested by City staff to establish that the ordinances 

are being met.
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