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AGENDA 

COMMISSION ON STORM WATER ISSUES 
HEMAN PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

975 PENNSYLVANIA 
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 

3:30 PM 
 
 

 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 
2. ATTENDANCE-ROLL CALL 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
❖ March 4, 2025 

 
5. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS 

 
7. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

❖ Monitoring Subcommittee Report 

❖ AdHoc Subcommittee Report 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS 

 
❖ Code Review Committee Report: 

                Proposed new ordinance for new impervious areas and flatwork permit 

 
10. COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
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Draft: MINUTES OF THE STORMWATER COMMISSION 
March 4, 2025 

 

Call to Order. The forty-ninth meeting of the Stormwater Commission (Commission) was called to order at 

3:31 PM on Tuesday, March 4, 2025, by Chair Todd Thompson.  

 

1. Attendance-Roll Call. The following Commission members were present at the Community Center:   

Susan Armstrong, Garry Aronberg, Robert Criss, Phillip Eastin, Mark Holly, Todd Thompson.  Also, in 

attendance were Dennis Fuller, Councilman; Darin Girdler Director of Parks and Recreation; John 

Mulligan, City Attorney.   Eric Karch could not attend. 

  

2. Visitors:  

David Sandel, resident and iNeighborhood,  

Tom Sullivan 

 

3. Agenda.  By voice vote, discussion of River des Peres proposed FEMA-designated floodplain  was added 

to the  published agenda.  The amended agenda was approved by voice vote (motion by Aronberg, second 

by Criss): Attendance-Roll Call; Approval of Agenda; Approval of Minutes; Citizen Comments; 

Announcements by Commissioners; Committee Reports; New Business to included discussion of FEMA 

proposed FIRM; Old Business; Council Liaison Comments; Adjournment. 

  

4. Minutes.  The minutes of the February 4, 2025, meeting was approved (Holly, Thompson).  

 

5. Citizen Comments.    David Sandel spoke as part of the Monitoring Subcommittee report. 

 

6. Announcement By Commissioners and Staff.   

 

• Commissioner Criss advocated for implementation of SW Taskforce and SW Commission list of 

recommendations such as a library references shelf for homeowner stormwater resilience 

measures.  Motion (Criss, Armstrong) to urge City to implement quickly the list (attached as 

Study Session Excerpt September 9, 2024) - passed by voice vote.   

 

7. Committee Reports 

• River Des Peres (RdP) Monitoring Subcommittee 

o Commissioners Eastin with assistance from David Sandel reported the following 

information. 

▪ All rain gauges now have new batteries and are running well.  

▪ New radar gauges are running but setup of software is continuing integration 

with other data collection is ongoing. 

▪ The radar sensor that is now mounted on Hanley Road bridge is located in a 

location that makes it vulnerable to damage during a flood. Plans are being 

made to remount it make it durable. 

▪ New radar gauge stations also have cameras.  Radar gauges, cameras, and 

the older instream gauges with the rain gauges warning system aid the fire 

chief in determining when flood warnings are necessary.  The radar gauges 

and instream gauges will aid in updating the Criss-developed algorithm 

relating rainfall to river stage in the River des Peres. The radar-camara 
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station installation project is currently under budget: $32,000 of budget cost 

remain and may be used for software updates and integration with current 

system and camera to improve fire chief’s surveillance.  

▪ Only eight of the original nine instream stage sensors are still operational: 

they are nearing the end of their life expectancy.  Commissioner Criss 

recommends that we use the instream gauges as long as possible, but they 

need not be replaced when they fail because the radar gauges provide 

suitable sage data to coordinate updates or the rainfall-stage algorithm. 

▪ Attached are details of Monitoring Subcommittee report. 

• Ad Hoc Committee to develop an ordinance.   

o Code and Planning and Zoning is reviewing the impervious ordinance.  

 

8. New Business   

 

• Commissioner Criss informed us that he had submitted detailed comments about the proposed 
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  The comments identified to FEMA and SEMA that a 
reduction in floodplain width and lowering of the base flood elevation are inappropriate.  Further, 
FEMAs new models are likely using inappropriate flow and inappropriate elevation data to 
calibrate the River des Peres model: Commissioner Criss’s submitted comments provide more 
additional calibration data and urged the use of the Criss-supplied data.  
 

• Commissioner Cris expressed disappointment that the Commission was not informed about the 
proposed FIRM earlier in the FEMA public comment period. 

 

9. Old Business. None. 

 

10. Council Liaison Comments.   

• Councilman Fuller reported:  

o Long-time former Public Works Director Winlkler recently passed away. 

o Solid wastes fees will be raised but disposal of landscape waste at the curb will no longer 

require extra fee-sticker. 

o State of City address on Thursday February 6 in Council Chambers. 

o St Louis County Highways and Great River Trails are planning improvements along Veron 

between Westgate and Midland (Vernon is a County route).   Improvements will be new two-

lane pavement, new parking lanes and curb and gutter, a few curb bump outs for traffic 

calming. 

 

11. Adjournment. Motion to adjourn passed at 4:50 PM (Aronberg, Armstrong). 

 

Minutes Preparation. The minutes were prepared by Garry Aronberg. 
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