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Tuesday, July 15, 2025
6:30 p.m.
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Meeting Minutes

A. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by James Wilke at 6:30.

B. ROLL CALL
In attendance: Commission President James Wilke, Commission Members Amy Gascon, Josh Winstral, John Solodar, Lisa Hummel. Also, in attendance was Councilman Steve McMahon, Deputy Director of Parks Maintenance Todd Strubhart, Deputy Director of Recreation Lynda Euell-Taylor, Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry Darin Girdler.

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – motion to move Disc Golf to after citizen participation, Lisa motioned, Amy approved with the change to the agenda, all in favor

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1) June 17, 2025 – John motioned, Lisa seconded, all in favor

E. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
Kevin Taylor stated that the parks commissions need to allow citizens to speak on all topics on the agenda. Kevin stated that the commission is comprised of all white people and the commission should have representation from the black community. Greensfelder Park is a neighborhood park and located in a black community. As a citizen, Kevin, never saw the disc golf materials in the packet. If the park is used for disc golf then it can’t be rented out for football practice or other sports. 
Millar Park – are there any documents online that show what Millar Park West park should look like, has the commission seen any pictures of what it is supposed to look like. Are the dugouts going to be covered? Is there a fence between baseball field and park? The commission should be the stop gate to review things before they go to council.  

F. [bookmark: _Hlk28945508]DEPARTMENT REPORT
	
1) Recommendations to Council – August 11th, 2025 – New Grants – Heman Park Basketball Court, Mini Pitch, Pickleball and then the Dog Park in Heman Park/Old Jack Buck field
2) Grant Close Outs – Millar Park & Splash Pad – Splash Pad will be completed soon, the punch list was completed recently, there is one item left. Millar Park everything is done, except the dugouts, and grass needs to be put down. There are some items left to be done but they are outside of the fence that will be completed by the current contractors. Grass has started to root properly. Final renderings of the project were signed off by the 4th floor of City Hall. The dugouts didn’t have roofs on them in the original renderings. The stands are out by the field now. There is space set up for batting cages but they are not being installed now, will wait to see the usage of the park before adding the batting cages. 
3) Driving Range Update – City Manager and Deputy City Manager and Developer of the Target project are scheduled to meet to discuss project management, suggesting hiring a project manager to get the driving range project completed
4) Heman Park Improvements – the fence was repaired on old Jack Buck field
5) Budget – FY2027 – will start in January 2026
6) Urban Forestry Commission is looking to present to the Parks Commission about a Communication subcommittee with regards to communicating to the public and coordinating content. James and John volunteered to attend the subcommittee meeting.
 
G. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
The City Manager is working with surrounding communities about consolidating services, currently looking at fire services. Circle K at Hanley and Olive is in discussions of moving across the street, that had gone silent for a little while but is now back in discussion Steve reported that a summer camp participant was very happy and loving camp. Only had 18 participants this year in summer camp.

H. COMMITTEE REPORTS
I. Annual Report– None
J. Rules & Regulations – None
K. Budget – None

L. PARKS REPORTS

1. Ruth Park Woods – Looking good, the last log that was causing issues has been cut. There is some art work in Ruth Park Woods that is starting to fall down and some of the nature walk signs are falling over; either need to clean up or take out. 
2. Rabe Park – there is a small tree that is falling over, will likely need to be replaced
3. Millar Park – lots of progress on the baseball field, there is a fence between the baseball field on the west and the playground, water fountain was fixed. Didn’t see any issues or problems
4. Fogerty Park – Water fountain may be leaking
5. Greensfelder – Dead tree and stump that needs to be removed
6. Dog Park – Looks great
7. Flynn Park – Looks great
8. Heman Park – RBI tournament at Field 6 and Jack Buck this weekend. The biggest complaint that James receives is the wooden posts/marks of ending parking/starting park, they are rotten and dangerous. They need to be removed, and a new solution needs to be installed.
9. Adams Park – Good shape
10. Lewis Park – 2 fountains are broken, and stone surrounding pond needs repairs

M. OLD BUSINESS

1) Golf – Financial Information from Annual Audits – Amy reviewed the financials and shared with the commission that the cash and investment balances for the golf course have been steadily increasing since 2020, with the balance growing from $500k to $1.5 million at the end of June 2024. She proceeded to ask questions about why the Parks Department is being told there aren’t sufficient funds to repair the driving range and has the city considered using some of the accumulating cash balance to pay for a portion of the repairs. No answer was provided.


N. NEW BUSINESS

1) Presentation by Forestry Commission – Communication Committee (pending receipt of info)
2) Disc Golf Presentation – David McCormack from Gateway Disc Sports presented about a disc course golf course. There are currently 70-to-90-disc golf courses in St Louis area. A good park for disc golf is a park with not a lot of other stuff going on. Greensfelder Park is a great park for disc golf. The course would utilize some of the trees to improve the course experience, to add some challenge to the course. This would be a smaller course would appeal to families. There are options to keep the cost down, used baskets, or less elaborate kiosk signs, explaining how disc golf works. Or you could raise funds through tee box sponsorships. There is a U Disc app that shows where all the disc golf courses and the Greensfelder Park would be listed in the app. Concerns were raised about the amount of parking needed and David explained that about 1.5 cars for foursome. David offered to set up a temporary course for a weekend to see if there is traction/desire for disc golf in the community. It would take David a few days to get the course up and running. Need to talk to the church and neighbors about the idea of a disc golf course. There was a discussion of how many people would play and how this might impact the parking lot.  The estimated total of 15,000 round per year comes to about 40 per day which would not impact the parking lot very much.  However, if weekend tournaments were to be held, then things might get congested in the parking lot.  In addition, we might need to close play on Sunday mornings if it would cause parking problems for the church.
3) Parks Mater Plan – Other departments hire consultants to do this work. There is a Park Master plan but it is old, from 2014, so it should be reviewed and potentially updated. If a consultant was hired, it won’t be in FY26 because funds are allotted in that budget.
4) Moving the city yard sale to Heman Park (by concert venue), second Saturday in September, as it was located in the parking lot where the farmers market is located.
5) Shakespeare in the park reached out to the city about hosting an event in the park. It will be August 31st if the city approves the event.
6) Back to school event will be held in Centennial Commons parking lot on August 5th 

O. COMMISSION COMMENTS

P. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 by Amy, seconded by John, all in favor
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