

  MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PARK COMMISSION 
CITY OF UNIVERSITY CITY, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI

TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2025 – 
Draft Copy to be approved on September 16, 2025 
Revised on September 16, 2025, 8:05am 
Agenda Item A: Call Meeting to Order 

Park Commission President James Wilke called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
Agenda Item B: Roll Call 

Those in attendance included Commission Members James Wilke, John Solodar, Lisa Hummel, and Josh Winstral. Also in attendance were Director of Parks and Recreation Darin Girdler, Deputy Director of Recreation Services Lynda Euell-Taylor, Deputy Director of Park Maintenance Todd Strubhart, and City Council Liaison Steve McMahon. Those not in attendance included Commission member Amy Gascon.
Agenda Item C: Approval of the Agenda 

Commission Member Solodar motioned, and Commission Member Winstral seconded to approve the agenda. The motion was approved with a 4-0 vote.  
Agenda Item D: Approval of the Minutes 
Approval of the minutes from the January regular meeting as amended, January Special Meeting, and February Regular Meeting as amended. Commission Member Solodar motioned, and Commission Member Hummel seconded to approve the Minutes as presented for the three meetings. All motions were approved with a 4-0 vote.  

Agenda Item E: Citizen Comments
Commission President Wilke, a resident, wanted a few answers on the driving range at Ruth Park and would like to know where the city is on the entire project. A discussion was held on the 2023 driving range, and drainage was added.  The question was brought up about who was responsible for finishing off the driving range and the practice green. The citizen asked who would be hiring a golf course architect for a design and build. The question was also raised about the revenue lost because the driving range was closed for several years. The discussion was on how useful the driving range was to bring in golfers to University City. A discussion was held on the state of the Driving range, past, present, and who is currently responsible for the driving range.
Comment from Kevin Taylor regarding the Farmers Market and the concept behind Heman Park.   Mr. Taylor raised concerns about having the Farmers Market at Heman Park. Mr. Taylor presented an idea of utilizing the old parking lot off Midland and Purdue. He informed the parks commission that they would have 36 parking spaces to use for the Farmers Market. Mr. Taylor recommended that they would have to furnish the electricity, water, and porta-potties. Mr. Taylor raised concern about using the south side of Heman Park do to usage by the citizens. A discussion was held on whether the farmers' market was for-profit or non-profit. 
Agenda Item F: Department Report

1. QR Code – one has been made for each park currently, and we can order more as needed. We will order more when we get a final inventory. We will have to make sure each one matches the park as denoted.
2. FY Budget – Budget numbers are in the packets presented to the park commission members. The next meeting will be within a week with the City Manager and the Deputy City Manager.  Mr. Girdler stated that we have over 6 million in CIP, which will be shaved back to a list that is a priority list for the next five years.  A discussion was held on the budget process and the role of the parks commission for each year.  A discussion was held on the updates to outline items and the overall CIP from Previous years, which was slated at 2.0 million for the current FY year.
3. Farmers Market – The city sent information to Ms. Henderson, and her response was as we proposed and recommended to have the Farmers Market at Heman Park (Olive) side. Discussion was held on the move of the Farmers Market to Heman Park and why it was moved from the Delmar Loop Area.  Discussion was also held on how much the Farmers Market would be paying for the rent on the city facility. Discussion was held on water, electric, green space, and storage unit.   A discussion was held on how much they pay for indoor usage currently. A discussion was held regarding the setup of the farmers' market at the proposed site. A discussion was held on the Midland side and how busy it was during the year on the Midland side. A discussion was held on special usage permits and overall location. Discussion was held on dates and hours for the Farmers' Market
4. Band Pavilion – The city has investigated the possibility of building a band pavilion at Heman Park near the Memorial Fountain, on the Olive Side. The issue is that this is a floodplain, and we would have to have MSD, DNR, and County permitting issues. Parking concerns were discussed. Discussion on pavers was held, and just staying with the portable band shelter. 
5. Ready Readers Program – Majeures Park – The post will be an aluminum post versus a wooden post with an angled plaque.
Agenda Item G: Council Report

Council Liaison McMahon reported the following:
1) Lawn Bag Stickers will no longer be available to the public; the program is being dissolved. There will be a rate increase in the sanitation throughout the city tied to the price index. Lawn Sticker Buy Back Program
2) Federal Funding - FEMA - Flood potential issues, with the current issues in the federal government, we are keeping a close watch on how this may or may not affect the FEMA buyout, and other programs attached to Federal, State, and local dollars. Army Corps of Engineers for the basin to prevent flooding, and recharging stations.
3) Seven Brew – Ribbon cutting and grand opening on Olive Blvd in April 
Agenda Item H: Commission Members Park Inspection Report

1) A discussion was held on the officers' appointments and which commissioner would be assigned which parks for inspections. The full park assignment report will be sent out. 
2) Millar Park (Lisa Hummel) – Discussion was held on Millar Park East Baseball Field – Construction is currently being done on the renovation. Rabe Park – A New playground will be installed in the fall by a certified playground installer. Ruth Park Woods – clean-up is being done weekly. Trail needs maintenance – hopefully the trail will be taken care of during the summer/fall. 
Agenda Item I: Committee Reports – 

1) Appoint members to different committees – new business for next meeting 

- 

Agenda Item J: Unfinished Business

None
Agenda Item K: New Business 

1) Election of Officers – James Wilke as Chairman, and Vice Chair- Tabled

2) Grant Request - Heman Park Ideas

Mr. Strubhart informed the parks commissions of the status of the two current St. Louis County Municipal Parks Grants, and the new grant for Round 25 will be open in June and close in late August. Mr. Strubhart presented two options for the round 25 grant. Option 1 was to build three new basketball courts west of the current basketball courts, overlay the existing basketball courts with two inches of asphalt, and then construct three pickleball courts and a mini pitch on the old basketball court area.  The mini pitch would be funded by the US Soccer Foundation and will be an in-kind donation close to $40,000, as we would not want the Musco Light system because we would have to run three-phase electricity at the cost of a $60-70k install price.  The ability to offer three new courts would give us the ability to change the overall culture and environment in the park. Heman Park is a Regional Park, and the three proposed options will change the landscape of the park overall for years to come, with the transformation for the betterment of the community. This option with the donation of the mini pitch will only be available this year, as the World Cup play starts in June and the US Soccer Foundation wants the mini pitch built by June 1, 2026. Mr. Strubhart stated this is very doable, and he has been working with Bryne and Jones on conceptual and site plans, along with pricing, to make this project doable and come in on budget if chosen for the round 25 Municipal grant.
Option 2 is to build a new 1.2-million-dollar destination ADA accessible playground, which will be a large stable in the community, driving new users to the park daily. This St. Louis Parks Commission Construction grant, along with a Gametime matching grant, will allow the City of University City to construct a playground for children of all abilities. Mr. Strubhart stated he feels it is in the best interest to build the playground with the Round 26 St. Louis Grants Commission Construction Grant funds, along with Gametime. This will allow the city to get input on the playground and make this playground a true destination playground for the city. 
Discussion was held on both projects, and the parks commission decision was to proceed, recommending applying for the St. Louis County Commission Construction Grant Round 25, supporting the idea of three basketballs, three pickleball courts, and one donated mini pitch from the US Soccer Foundation. Mr. Wilke asked for a motion for option one, option two, or no support.  Lisa Hummel made a motion to support option one, John Solodar seconded the motion, the motion carried to apply for the current year Municipal Grant, and option one.
Present the support for the project idea to the city council for a vote to apply for the round 25 St. Louis County Parks Commission Construction Grant, with Parks Commission support for the grant idea for the following three basketball courts, three pickleball courts, and one mini pitch at Heman Park for the Municipal Parks Construction Grant round 25. 
The following year, the understanding is to construct the 1.2-million-dollar playground right across the street at Heman Park, utilizing the Gametime and Municipal Construction grant round 26.
Agenda Item L: Commission Comments

None
Agenda Item L: Adjournment 

Commission Member Hummel made a motion at 8:15 pm, seconded by Commission Member Winstral, to adjourn. The motion was approved with a 4-0 vote.
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