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AGENDA 

COMMISSION ON STORM WATER ISSUES 

HEMAN PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

975 PENNSYLVANIA 

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

3:30 PM 
 

 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. ATTENDANCE-ROLL CALL 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

❖  February 3, 2026 

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS 

7. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

❖ Monitoring Subcommittee Report 
❖ AdHoc Subcommittee Report 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS   

❖   Commission Review of Draft Proposal– iNeighborhood                                                         
River Des Peres Monitoring System     

                                                                                                                                                          
9. OLD BUSINESS 

❖ Draft Stormwater Master Plan-Continue discussions 

   10.   COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS 

   11.   ADJOURNMENT 

 

http://www.ucitymo.org/
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Draft MINUTES OF THE STORMWATER COMMISSION 
February 3, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order.   The sixtieth meeting of the Stormwater Commission (Commission) was called to order 
at 3:38 PM by Chair Todd Thompson.   

 

2. Attendance-Roll Call.   The following Commission members were present at the Community Center: 
Susan Armstrong, Garry Aronberg, Bob Criss, Phil Eastin, Mark Holly, Eric Karch, Todd Thompson. Also 
in attendance were, Mirela Celaj (Director of Public Works), and John Muligan (City Attorney).  John 
Tieman (Councilperson). 
 

3. Visitors.   Tom Sullivan, Jerold Tiers, anonymous woman.  
 

4. Agenda.  The published agenda was accepted by voice vote (moved by Messrs. Aronberg and Holly): 
Roll Call; Approval of Agenda; Approval of Minutes; Citizen Participation; New Business; Old Business; 
Subcommittee Reports; Council Liaison Comments; Adjournment.   
 

5. Minutes.  Approval of the minutes of the January 13, 2026, meeting were moved and second by 
Commissioners Thompson, Holly. The motion passed by voice vote. 
 

6. Announcements by Commissioners and Staff.   
6.1. Commissioner Holly: Interesting information: Kirkwood Performing Arts Center has University City 

Philharmonic Orchestra as a program. 
6.2. Commissioner Armstrong: University Heights Stormwater citizen group is sponsoring Educational 

program:  Visions for Flood Mitigation for U City and Beyond on March 24. 
 
7. Citizen Comments.  None  

 

8. Committee Reports 
8.1. Monitoring: Commissioner Eastin discussed equipment needs for the monitoring and early 

warning system (EWS).  The Subcommittee’s written report is attached: 
8.1.1. Monitoring and EWS has been in startup operation and data gathering mood for 

several years and equipment is reaching the end of its life.  Hand-out, attached, details 
short-term and long-term equipment needs. 

8.1.2. Committee recommends that iNeighborhood be contracted as the maintenance 
contractor.  
8.1.2.1. Committee has been working with iNeighborhood for over a year.  

iNeighborhood has assisted the Committee with equipment replacement 
and maintenance. 

8.1.2.2. $1200 for replacement of equipment: $735 for sensors 3 rain gages and 2 
level sensors; approximately $465 for brackets and poles for new level 
sensors; $0 for posts for new rain gages since they will be mounted on the 
existing poles.  To be coordinated by iNeighborhoods. 

8.1.2.3. Replacement of an old solar panel is in process now. 
8.1.2.4. Discussion with iNeighborhood and Fondriest, our current equipment 

supplier, indicated that the cost for operation and maintenance but not 
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communication subscriptions over the next four years would be about 
$17,000 including several items:    
8.1.2.4.1. That $17,000 would include software development to integrate 

the early warning system into the Fire Department’s system rather 
than a separate system that makes coordination for flood 
emergencies difficult. 

8.1.2.4.2. Periodic upgrades of equipment as latest technology becomes 
available. 

8.1.2.4.3. iNeighborhood knows our system and the iNeighborhood system 
is running in parallel to our system.  iNeighborhood system 
supplements our data.  iNeighborhood equipment can replace our 
hardware and ease the difficulty of having two systems running. 
iNeighborhood would supply professional staff for the operation 
and maintenance rather than our current volunteer staff.   

8.1.2.4.4. Current equipment replacement is necessary with Foundreist: two 
level sensors and three rain gages for a cost of$1200. 

8.1.2.4.5. Use of the City’s bucket truck to get access to the mounted rain 
gages would reduce city costs greatly.  The alternative is for 
periodic rental of a bucket truck.  

8.1.2.4.6. The Subcommittee is exploring connection to power at University 
Park’s maintenance shed near intersection of Pennsylvania and 
Dartmouth to reduce reliance on solar panel in that shaded area. 

8.1.2.5. A motion was made (Armstrong, Holly) and passed by voice vote to 
authorize the Monitoring committee to obtain a formal proposal from 
iNeighborhood forO&M of monitoring and EWS:  The Monitoring 
Subcommittee of the Stormwater Commission is authorized to discuss and 
obtain a proposal for providing and maintaining level sensors, rain gages, 
and ancillary equipment to support the River Des Peres flood early warning 
system (EWS).  Further, the proposal should include software development 
to integrate the early warning system data with the City’s emergency 
management system.  The proposal should be sole source from 
iNeighborhoods because iNeighborhood already has closed circuit television 
and other equipment in place and using iNeighborhood as sole source is 
necessary to avoid mismatching equipment and creating compatibility 
problems.  In addition, the Monitoring Subcommittee is authorized to get a 
proposal for iNeighborhood to obtain and install in the very new future 
broken EWS equipment: two level sensors and three rain gages.   

 
8.2. Imperviousness Bill Hoc Committee: no update:   None 
8.3. Old Business 

8.3.1. Stormwater Mater Plan Projects  

8.3.1.1. Consultant, HR Green, discussed 8 projects provided with benefits points 
and costs.  In order of highest benefit to cost ration to the least. 

8.3.1.2. Amherst to Blackberry – commissioner suggestion that the cost per house 
(approximately $250k) is such that the more appropriate solution might be 
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to buyout the houses. 
8.3.1.3. Mona Drive – discussed that the benefit cost is 0.5.  Possibly could evaluate 

a buyout alternative since the homes are in a floodplain. 
8.3.1.4. Additional project 
8.3.1.5. Buyout and regrade property to create room for flooding  

8.3.1.5.1. Potential properties might include 
8.3.1.5.1.1. Seafood City property - buyout and add detention basin 
8.3.1.5.1.2. Mona Dr –  buyout and add floodplain bench   
8.3.1.5.1.3. All along River Des Peres – buyout and add floodplain bench 

8.3.1.6. Buyouts remove tax-paying properties. 
8.3.1.7. Brentwood Bound is an example of flood mitigation stream by widening: 

$90MM total with some of the following breakdown ($35 million for flood 
mitigation, plus $20 million for land acquisition,  plus $11 million for 
Manchester Road improvements, plus $24 million for park improvements 
and railroad crossing improvement. for channel grading, $11MM to 
Manchester Rd improvements, $24MM on park/trail improvements) 

8.3.1.8. Stormwater Benefits scheme  
8.3.1.8.1. Current recommended scheme is same as MSD so City’s plan can 

be meshed with MSD planning and MSD funding. 
8.3.1.8.2. Commissioner Cris identified that the prioritization scheme did 

not consider that some projects cost much more than the 
protected property. 

 
9. New Business:  None  
 
10. Old Business 

 
11. Council Liaison.   Councilperson Tieman made the following comments: 

11.1. Commented City crews for outstanding job of snow removal during the recent storm. 
11.2. Ms. Brook Sharp is now interim City Manager following the recent retirement of Gregory Rose. 
11.3. Mayoral election is only contested election on the April ballot: Bayne Smotherson and Terry 

Crow.   
11.4. City Council seats are uncontested: Lisa Brenner in First ward; Dennis Fuller in Second Ward; 

and Christina Dancy in Third Ward. 
 
12. Adjournment: 6:00 PM (Armstrong, Aronberg) passed by voice vote. 
 
Minutes Preparation. Minutes were prepared by Garry Aronberg and Eric Karch. 
 

 
C:\Users\garon\Dropbox\UCity Stormwater Taskforce\CommissionMinutesDrafts\20260203_StrmWtrCommMinFinal.docx 
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Visitor Sign-in Log 
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